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Hexton Hills: Forestry Mulcher and Flail Mower


Background to Natural England 
Natural England is the government’s advisor on the natural environment. We provide practical advice, grounded in science, on how best to safeguard England’s natural wealth for the benefit of everyone.
Our remit is to ensure sustainable stewardship of the land and sea so that people and nature can thrive. It is our responsibility to see that England’s rich natural environment can adapt and survive intact for future generations to enjoy. Further information about the Authority can be found at Natural England.

Background to the specific work area relevant to this purchase 
Natural England’s NNR team work to maintain the Natural England managed land in the best possible conditions ecologically as well as being places for connecting people with nature.
The following tractor implement(s) will be required at Hexton Hills, Hitchin, Hertordshire. Hexton Hills was purchased in spring 2023 with the aim of nature recovery across the north Chilterns landscape, specifically connecting Barton Hills NNR to Pegsdon nature reserve. The implements set out below will help to achieve the restoration of the ecological value of the land.
Requirement
The project is to supply;
1 x Heavy Duty Flail Mower

Heavy duty PTO flail mower for use on rough grassland and light scrub
Compatible with 135hp tractor with cat3 rear linkage
Cutting capacity of up to 60-80mm diameter
Cutting width between 2.0m and 2.5m 
Hydraulic offset

1 x PTO Forestry Mulcher

Heavy duty PTO forestry mulcher for use on heavy scrub, small trees and forestry brash
Compatible with 135hp tractor with cat3 rear linkage
Cutting capacity of approximately 300mm
Cutting width of 2.5m
Sustainability 
Natural England protects and improves the environment and is committed to reducing the sustainability impacts of its activities directly and through its supply chains.  We expect the Contractor to share this commitment and adopt a sound, proactive sustainable approach in keeping with the 25 yr environmental plan/our commitments compliant with all applicable legislation. This includes understanding and reducing direct and indirect sustainability impacts and realising opportunities, including but not restricted to; resilience to climate change, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, water use and quality, biosecurity, resource efficiency and waste, reducing the risk of pollution, biodiversity, modern slavery and equality, diversity & inclusion, negative community impacts.
As a delivery partner, the successful contractor is expected to pursue sustainability in their operations, thereby ensuring the Contracting Authority is not contracting with a supplier whose operational outputs run contrary to the Contracting Authority’s objectives. The successful contractor will need to approach the project with a focus on the entire life cycle of the project.
The successful contractor is likely to be able to provide a description of their environmental or sustainable policies and any environmental accreditation schemes such as ISO 14001 or EMAS which they have been awarded or are working towards.
Outputs and Contract Management
The lead contact for Natural England will be Matt Butters
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