Specification for BASIS FACTS
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Background to Natural England
Natural England is the government’s advisor on the natural environment. We provide practical advice, grounded in science, on how best to safeguard England’s natural wealth for the benefit of everyone.
Our remit is to ensure sustainable stewardship of the land and sea so that people and nature can thrive. It is our responsibility to see that England’s rich natural environment can adapt and survive intact for future generations to enjoy.
Natural England support delivery of the government’s Environmental Improvement Plan, which is the current and comprehensive delivery plan for halting and then reversing the decline in nature.
Background to the specific work area relevant to this purchase 
[bookmark: _Hlk204071722]Catchment Sensitive Faming (CSF) is a partnership project delivered by Natural England, Environment Agency, Defra and The Forestry Commission. We would like to commission training for our CSF farm advisers, who are employed by Natural England, to enable them to achieve the BASIS Facts.
Our staff are based around England, and we would like to provide them good quality local training, where possible, by approved BASIS training providers for the course. The training course(s) and exams should be delivered between over a range of dates and within the period 22 January 2026 and 31 March 2026.
The objective of the NE staff/ partner (farm adviser) training included in this specification is to improve the understanding of the Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) advisers to on soil health, nutrients, cultivations, drainage and impacts on water. The aim is to upskill the advisers to enable them to provide better quality advice to the farming industry in protecting water and air quality and mitigate and adapt to climate change, whilst maximising the opportunities for ‘win-wins’ which help farm businesses to become more resource efficient.

Requirement
· [bookmark: _Hlk204071962]Provide training courses or places for up to 14 Catchment Sensitive Faming (CSF) advisers and farm advisers on the BASIS Facts Certification
· Trainers to offer spaces on existing BASIS FACTS Certification or to run a specific course for Natural England staff – please propose which approach you will be taking in your bid.
· Trainers must be approved BASIS training providers.
· BASIS FACTS Certification exam costs to be included in the quote. 
· Contractors to arrange the exam with BASIS and provide the information about the exam to the trainees and support preparing for the exam. Details of exam date to be provided to Natural England via the Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) Learning and Development (L&D) team mailbox: csf.training@naturalengland.org.uk
· This will be 5 days formal training plus signposting to relevant information and resources as described on the BASIS website (see links). 
· Trainers to follow the BASIS FACTS Certification syllabus and learning objectives: The training must be delivered in an https://basis-reg.co.uk/portals/0/documents/syllabuses/SYLLABUS-FACTS-AGRIC-.pdf  engaging way using farm examples and interactive exercises and discussion to embed the training. 
· Trainers to host the training courses whether face-to-face or hybrid. Please state whether the course will be face-to-face or hybrid course
· CSF will provide the names and contact details of the staff that we are putting forward for this training at least 3 weeks before the training and will have a reserve list for replacement trainees, if possible, in case anyone is unable to attend. 
· Contractors to send out invites to the trainees
· Contractors to provide information to the trainees about the course dates, venues and preparation for the course and exam, with supporting training materials or links. 
· Please provide a price per person for the course and exam for each lot that you are bidding for and a price per lot. 
· Copies of the presentation should be made available to the trainees by email and as handouts for face-to-face training, so that they can use these for note-taking at the training course. 
· Natural England will invite feedback from the trainees for our own evaluation 
Attendance register of NE trainees to be taken and reported back with any issues and feedback to Natural England via the mailbox: SM-NE-CSF Training (NE) csf.training@naturalengland.org.uk
The Supplier has full responsibility for event management including: 
· locating and hiring a suitable venue or hosting an on-line event based on the details above, 
· booking administration 
· equipment where required, e.g. projector, TV/video, flipcharts, 
· all biosecurity, risk assessment and health and safety issues, 
· general administration, distribution and collection of attendance sheets
· provision of trainers 
Skills/Knowledge Requirements for all Deliverers 
 These comprise: 
· Evidence of being a BASIS Approved training provider for BASIS FACTS Certification.
· Experience in running training events on BASIS FACTS Certification 
· Good knowledge and experience in providing training to farm advisers and/or farmers on farming practices, soil, crop nutrients, sustainable water management and the impacts of agriculture on water quality and water resources on farm and in river catchments
software, code, and datasets or databases are legally protected from certain types of re-use. Where you are acquiring an existing work or commissioning the creation of a new work which may incorporate a third party's work, you need to specify compatibility with your use, sharing and onward licensing requirements.  See the guidance for more help.
Sustainability 
Natural England protects and improves the environment and is committed to reducing the sustainability impacts of its activities directly and through its supply chains.  We expect the Contractor to share this commitment and adopt a sound, proactive sustainable approach in keeping with the 25 yr environmental plan/our commitments compliant with all applicable legislation. This includes understanding and reducing direct and indirect sustainability impacts and realising opportunities, including but not restricted to; resilience to climate change, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, water use and quality, biosecurity, resource efficiency and waste, reducing the risk of pollution, biodiversity, modern slavery and equality, diversity & inclusion, negative community impacts.
As a delivery partner, the successful contractor is expected to pursue sustainability in their operations, thereby ensuring the Contracting Authority is not contracting with a supplier whose operational outputs run contrary to the Contracting Authority’s objectives. The successful contractor will need to approach the project with a focus on the entire life cycle of the project
[bookmark: _Hlk212727230]Outputs and Contract Management
	Reference
	Deliverable

	Date
	Activity/milestone

	31/1/2026
	Details of the date of the exam submitted to NE

	20/3/2026
	80 per cent of attendance pass the exam for BASIS certificate in sustainable Land Management.

	31/3/2026
	Contract to be completed 
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