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INVITATION TO TENDER
Avon Fire & Rescue (AFRS)

SUPPLY OF GAS MONITORS AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT 

Reference: AFRS05-2024-07


Issue Date: 13th of November 2025
Closing Date and Time: 12th of December 2025 12 noon.
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Attached documents on our Blue Light portal Sell2UK (https://sell2.in-tend.co.uk/blpd/home)
Invitation to tender – this document
Appendix 1 - Procurement Specific Questionnaire
Appendix 2 – Specification 
Appendix 3 – Pricing Schedule (to be completed and returned)
Appendix 4 – Declarations (to be completed and returned)
Appendix 5 – Avon Fire Authority – Standard Terms & Conditions
Appendix 6 – Evaluation Questions (to be completed and returned)

The Contractor should ensure that all the following documents are completed in full and are returned as part of the tender submission:
Appendix 1 - Procurement Specific Questionnaire (to be completed and returned)
Appendix 3 – Pricing Schedule (to be completed and returned)
Appendix 4 – Declarations (to be completed and returned)
Appendix 6 – Evaluation Questions (to be completed and returned)
[bookmark: _Toc90450596][bookmark: _Toc213922714]Definitions

		The Contracting Authority
AFRS
	Shall mean Avon Fire Authority

Avon Fire & Rescue Service


	Authorised Representative
	Shall mean the person for the time being or from time to time duly appointed by the Authority and notified in writing to the contractor to act as the representative for this contract

	Bidder or Contractor
	Shall mean the organisation responding to this Request for offer


	Commencement Date

	The date the contract is signed by both parties

	Contractor/Potential Provider
	Shall mean the person, firm or company named as such in the contract as responsible for carrying out the services and shall include the contractor’s legal personal representatives, successors and permitted assigns


	Contract Manager

	Means the Officer from time to time appointed by the Authority to manager this contract on its behalf as notified to the contractor


	Instructing Officer

	Means a person nominated by the Contract Manager

	ITT
	Invitation to Tender

	
MAT
	
Most advantageous tender


	Lead Procurement Representative

Supplier

	Means the Officer appointed by the Authority to lead this Request for Quote

Shall mean the organisation responding to this Invitation to tender
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[bookmark: _Toc17205795][bookmark: _Toc213922716]Introduction

Avon & Rescue Service (AFRS) has identified a need for new Gas Monitors, Associated equipment, training & Maintenance.
In compliance with the Procurement Act 2023, an below threshold Open tender exercise is being undertaken for the supply of Gas Monitors and Associated Equipment as detailed in Appendix 2 Specification by the following Contracting Authority:

	Name of Contracting Authority:
	Avon Fire & Rescue Service

	Address:



	Police & Fire Headquarters
Valley Road
Portishead
Bristol
BS20 8JJ

	Web Address:
	www.avonfire.gov.uk



Your organisation is invited to submit a response to this Invitation to Tender (ITT).
This ITT contains the information and instructions required to submit a Tender.
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[bookmark: _Toc17205797][bookmark: _Toc213922718]Responding to the ITT:

All responses to this below threshold ITT must be returned via our Blue Light portal Sell2UK (https://sell2.in-tend.co.uk/blpd/home) by the Return Date/Time detailed below.
Prior to submitting a response, Bidders must register on the government Central Digital Platform (CDP - Register your details as a buyer or supplier of procurements - Find a Tender - GOV.UK and complete (or update) their core Supplier Information, including: 
•	Basic information  
•	Economic and financial standing 
•	Connected person information 
•	Exclusion grounds information (including the Bidder and their connected persons)
Bidders will be required to complete their Supplier Information via the Government’s Central Digital Platform. Information provided to the Central Digital Platform (CDP) can then be shared as part of the submission.
Bidders must share this information (prior to the submission deadline) via the CDP to the e-Tendering Portal by A) Providing a share code or B) Downloading a copy of the Supplier information and attaching it as a PDF document as part of the submission.
Please return your submission electronically via the Intend Sell2UK portal by the stated date and time.
If you do not intend to bid please advise the Contracting Authority at the earliest opportunity, including your reasons for declining to bid. 
Late submissions will not be accepted after the stated Return Date/Time has passed. The Contracting Authority may in its own absolute discretion extend the time or date for submissions, in such circumstances the Contracting Authority will notify all Contractors of any change.
Contractors should only submit the information requested; unless specifically requested extraneous presentation materials and marketing material are neither necessary nor desired and will not be evaluated. Reponses will be evaluated on the basis of the information submitted on the Return date/time. 
	Return Date/Time:
	12/12/2025 – 12 noon.



Contractors shall fully complete the Tender documents, answering all questions/requirements in Microsoft Word and Excel compatible format and where requested using the documentation provided. 
In accordance with the Procurement Act 2023 (the “Act”), AFRS must exclude any Bidder from the Tender Process where:
a)	Improper behaviour (section 30 of the Act) by the Bidder has taken place, which results in the Bidder having an unfair advantage that cannot otherwise be avoided, e.g. 
•	accessing confidential information, 
•	unduly influencing the decision-making process, 
•	failing to provide information or providing information that is incomplete, inaccurate or misleading  
b)	Participation in pre-market engagement has put the Bidder at an unfair advantage that cannot otherwise be avoided (section 16). 
c)	There is a conflict of interest that puts a bidder at an unfair advantage that cannot otherwise be avoided, or the Bidder refuses to take steps to avoid it (section 82).
d)	There is evidence of corruption or collusion between Bidders or between Bidders and contracting authorities (section 43(2)).
AFRS do not consider Lots to be of any benefit and have chosen not to include Lots in this ITT.

Conflicts of Interest

Bidders are responsible for notifying the contracting authority immediately of any actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest (within the meaning of the Act) they believe to exist between themselves and the contracting authority. More information on Conflicts of Interest can be found in the Cabinet Office’s Policy Guidance – Conflicts of Interest.
In the event of any actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest, the contracting authority shall in its absolute discretion decide on the appropriate course of action. We reserve the right to:
a.	exclude any Bidder that fails to notify the contracting authority of an actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest, or where an actual conflict of interest exists
b.	request further information from any Bidder and require any Bidder to take reasonable steps to mitigate a conflict of interest. This may include requiring any Bidder to enter into a specific conflict of interest agreement with the contracting authority. Failure to do so may result in the Bidder being excluded from participating in, or progressing as part of, the Procurement process 
The contracting authority strongly encourages Bidders to raise any concerns as soon as possible using the e-tendering portal, should it have any concerns regarding actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest.
The contracting authority confirms that, prior to the issue of the Tender Notice in this Procurement, a Conflict Assessment has been prepared in accordance with the Act.
Tupe will not apply under this contract.

Procurement Specific Questionnaire

The PSQ must be completed in full. The instructions on completion can be found on page 1 of Appendix 1 – Procurement Specific Questionnaire.
Please note the Procurement Specific Questionnaire is pass/fail. If you fail this section, then you will be disqualified.
The PSQ must be returned as part of your bid submission.

[bookmark: _Toc17205798][bookmark: _Toc213922719]Requests for Further Information:

The ITT and information contained within it has been prepared in good faith.  Contractors proposing to submit a Tender are advised to read this document carefully and in its entirety, to ensure they are fully familiar with the nature and extent of the obligations set out herein before completing the document.

All questions regarding this ITT should be sent via the question facility provided on our Blue Light portal Sell2UK (https://sell2.in-tend.co.uk/blpd/home).  This will provide an auditable trail of questions asked and responses given and is the only permitted means of communication throughout the further competition. To safeguard this equality of access to information and maintain an auditable communication trail, Contractors should not attempt to make direct contact with any employee of the Contracting Authority. 
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The table below details the indicative timetable for this ITT. This is intended as a guide and whilst the intention is not to depart from the timetable, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to do so at any stage.

	Stage
	Action
	Date

	1
	Issue ITT
	13/11/2025

	2
	Closing date for raising clarification questions
	28/11/2025

	3
	Closing date for issuing responses to clarification questions
	05/12/2025

	4
	Return Date/Time
	12/12/2025

	5
	Evaluation Period
	15/12/2025 – 23/01/2026

	6
	Inform Contractors of the result of the ITT
	26/01/2026

	7
	Standstill Period (voluntary)
	27/12/2025 – 03/02/2026

	8
	Contract Award Date
	04/02/2026

	9
	Contract Start Date
	09/02/2026



[bookmark: _Toc17205800]The contract will be for the initial purchase and ongoing training & maintenance requirement for 3 years with 2 optional extensions of 12 months annually, with a start date anticipated in Q1 2026. This date is indicative and can be change by AF&RS at any point. 
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The objective of the procurement process is to assess the responses to the ITT and select a suitable Contractor based on the most advantageous tender.
Tenders will be evaluated against the criteria listed below and in accordance with the Procurement Act 2023
	Award Criteria
	Weightings

	Price
	60%

	Evaluation Questionnaire 
	40% 



Responses to the questionnaire relating to technical merit, quality, delivery and after-sales
services must be completed in the Word document Appendix 6 Evaluation questions and
responses attached, with any supporting documentation, via the In-tend e-tendering portal
by the Return Date/Time. The completed questionnaire must be returned in Word format.
Contractors should only submit the information requested, unless specifically
requested. Extraneous presentation, materials and marketing materials are neither
necessary nor desired and will not be evaluated. Responses will be evaluated on the basis
of the information submitted on the Return date/time.
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See Appendix 2 for the Specification/Requirements document. 
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[bookmark: _Toc213922724]Scoring and Weighting
The evaluation questions have been provided as an attached document on our Blue Light portal Sell2UK (https://sell2.in-tend.co.uk/blpd/home) as Appendix 6.  This document details the evaluation questions that will be assessed as the Quality response to this tender..
The Quality Questions will be worth 40% of the total mark
[bookmark: _Toc213922725]Your response to tender questions outlined in the technical response document will be assessed in line with the award criteria and the following methodology.
[bookmark: _Toc213922726]Scoring Matrix/Methodology.
	Assessment
	Score
	Interpretation

	Excellent
	5
	A response that meets the requirement which is detailed, relevant, descriptive and clearly evidenced. Demonstrating comprehensively the ability, understanding, skills, resource and quality measures required. The response clearly explains how outcomes will be achieved that are relevant to the requirement.

	Good
	4
	A response that meets the requirement and demonstrates the ability, understanding, skills, resource and quality measures required and is evidenced and relevant.

	Acceptable
	3
	A response that meets the requirement. However, the ability, understanding, skills, resource and quality measures required are not fully evidenced, detailed and relevant. 

	Minor
Reservations
	2
	A response with minor gaps but satisfying a reasonable proportion of the requirement.  Minor reservations of the Bidder’s relevant ability, understanding, skills, resource and quality measures required to provide the supplies / services, with some clarification required to support the response.

	Major Reservations
	1
	A response with major reservations that only satisfies a small part of the requirement. Considerable reservations of the Bidder’s relevant ability, understanding, skills, resource and quality measures required to provide the supplies / services, with little evidence to support the response.
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Contractors must complete the pricing schedule (attached as Appendix 3) and include it with the submission of your bid.  Prices quoted will be fixed for 12 months.
The Pricing Schedule must be uploaded to InTend Sell2UK portal https://sell2.in-tend.co.uk/blpd/home by the Return Date/Time.
Contractors must submit the document in Excel format and may submit a PDF version of the pricing schedule in addition to the Excel document for their own security.

Prices submitted in the pricing schedule shall remain open for acceptance for a period of no less than 90 days.
Pricing is worth 60% of the total score to be evaluated by AFRS.
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The Call-Off Terms and Conditions can be found attached in Appendix 5 Avon Fire Authority Standard Terms & conditions and will form the basis of the agreement between the Contracting Authority and the successful Contractor. 
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Contractors are to complete and return the ITT Declarations in Appendix 4, which can be located in InTend Sell2UK portal https://sell2.in-tend.co.uk/blpd/home by the Return Date/Time.
OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

11

image1.png




