Clarifications

Price: As per the notice is 40% of evaluation marks
Assessing Price
The lowest cost will be awarded the maximum 40% of evaluation marks. All other bids will be evaluated by dividing the lowest cost by the bidder comparison cost and multiplying the proportion by 40% to give the bid their percentage of the total evaluation marks available.
A worked example can be found below:
Bid A is £300 so automatically gets 40 marks.
Bid B is £500 so gets 24 marks.
(The lowest cost divided by the comparison cost multiplied by 40 equals their percentage of the total evaluation marks available. 300/500 x 40 = 24)

Pricing: We expect a budgetary price for each play park within the total budget allowed for.


Could you clarify please which play area at Galmington Recreation Ground is part of the tender  - the red or yellow ones, or both? 
[image: A aerial view of a park

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Response: Both are part of this tender, We would want to bring them together as one, so can they propose an option on how best to do this.

Retention payments: A 5% retention will be placed on all payments for playpark installations

One initial question would be whether you are looking to remove everything and start again or to retain some pieces and add to the play offer? We are seeking to add to the play offer, not to start again.

Grants to be applied for: We have a grants officer who will complete all applications however he will need support in completion of the applications ie results of public consultations.

Access and surfacing, many current play items do not have the relevant or required access or surfacing. We realise that this is the case and expect the equipment to be made accessible and have suitable surfacing added not necessarily to just get rid of good and serviceable equipment.

Many have requested the latest ROSPA reports which are now available,
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Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			0			No signs for a play area


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Good pathway system to the play area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			1			Compacted stone path.


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			1			Slope from main entrance.


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			2			Yes. End of Rowan Drive.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			1			Some street parking.


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			0			None observed in close proximity.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			Public Transport (buses) less than 10 minute walk.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			0			No obvious pedestrian crossings from bus route.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			0			None.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			0			None.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			0			None.


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			2			Yes


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			2			Yes


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			2			Yes


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			1			1 bench in toddler space and access route. 


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			0			No


			iii			Include backrests			1			Yes


			iv			Include armrests			0			No 


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			1			Yes


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			0			No


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			0			No


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			0			No


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Yes. May require bike racks.


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			0			There are multiple barriers across the site.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			0			Poorly designated and marked access routes.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			1			Various obstructions throughout site such as wooden edging, bark, small and large mounds.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			1			Various hazards on site such as location of basket swings, embankment slide run off, and general dynamic equipment.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			1			Most of the junior equipment is very challenging which would create some intimidation by both users and equipment. Also junior space is near 2 x small basketball spaces that is likely to be used by teenagers.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			1			No formal seating other than the natural mounds available.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			0			None


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			2			They would need to sit on the ground.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			1			There is large open space near the toddler area with trees and turf that could be used as a quieter space to disengage.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			0			No obvious facilities.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			0


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						29			Poor


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			2			Swinging			1


			Sliding			1			Sliding			2


			Rocking			2			Rocking			1


			Rotating/ Spinning			1			Rotating/ Spinning			3


			Climbing			1			Climbing			3


			Crawling/ Scrambling			0			Hanging/ Gliding			2


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			1			Balance/ Traversing			3


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			2			Social play, interaction with others			2


			Physical challenges			1			Physical challenges			3


			Imaginative play			2			Imaginative play			1


			Sensory experiences			2			Sensory experiences			0


			Problem Solving/ Educational			0			Problem Solving/ Educational			0


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			0			Competitive play			3


			Interaction with natural environment			3			Interaction with natural environment			3


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			18			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			27


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			45			Adequate 





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			2			The toddler spaces is clearly designated and fenced, with the junior area fairly compacted with the equipment and mounding defining the space.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			3			The site is very well landscaped and full of planting and mature trees.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			0			Signage is missing and needs to be installed with adequate information. 


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			2			Good quantity of physical play for all ages.


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			1			Good sand play for toddlers. May need some game / play panels.


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			3			High quantity of dynamic play.


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			0			None


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			1			Minimal sensory experiences other than sand play and natural landscape.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			1			Plenty of elevated places for some imagination play, however limited on any specific themed or role play.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			2			Equipment would encourage taking turns and helping, such as Zip Wire, roundabouts, swings and dual user rotating item.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			1			Inadequate for the site, more seating is required, however there are perch points on the mound. Bench in the toddler space is not accessible. 


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Toddler unit has a wheelchair ramp to acces into the unit for some sand play.


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Basket Swing.


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			1			Ramp onto toddler unit.


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			1			The play area is very compact with some barriers for both carer and user for this equipment.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						20			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above
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Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			1			1 between junior and toddler space. 


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Good pathway system to the play area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			1			No, however there is some street parking along Hamilton Road that could be used for a drop off point if available.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			3			Plenty of street parking available and possibly Stadium Car Park. 


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			0			None observed in close proximity.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			3			Public Transport (buses) less than 5 minute walk.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			2			Yes.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Yes


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			1			Compacted Stone and Brick Paving.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			2			No Gates so not applicable.


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			2			Yes. Chicane - open gap.


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			2			Yes


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			1			2 x seats in toddler space. 


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			1			Yes


			iii			Include backrests			0			No


			iv			Include armrests			0			No 


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			1			Large trees, however away from seating.


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			0			No


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			1			There are areas with limited visibility, mainly due to the large mound.


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			3			Yes


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Yes. Consider bike racks.


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			1			No. There are areas that would be difficult to access such as the mound/embankment slides, and toddler swings due to the sand.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			1			Some limitations on access in terms of markings and textures.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			2			There are no obvious obstructions at the site other than some of the fencing panels near the toddler space.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			2			None to note other than the run off from the embankment slides.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			1			This site is likely to encourage older children, and could be intimidating for younger children and families who may need to pass by the junior space.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			1			Limited seating for children or adults.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			0			None.


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			1			They would need to sit on the ground to utilise any shade.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			1			Limited opportunity for retreat from sensory exposure. The equipment and design is focused on physical and active function.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			2			There are shops close by, including a Lidl.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			2			Toilets / Disabled Toilets.


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						52			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			3			Swinging			3


			Sliding			1			Sliding			3


			Rocking			2			Rocking			1


			Rotating/ Spinning			2			Rotating/ Spinning			2


			Climbing			1			Climbing			3


			Crawling/ Scrambling			1			Hanging/ Gliding			2


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			0			Balance/ Traversing			2


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			2			Social play, interaction with others			2


			Physical challenges			1			Physical challenges			2


			Imaginative play			1			Imaginative play			1


			Sensory experiences			2			Sensory experiences			2


			Problem Solving/ Educational			0			Problem Solving/ Educational			0


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			1			Competitive play			3


			Interaction with natural environment			1			Interaction with natural environment			1


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			18			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			27


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			45			Adequate 





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			1			The toddler space is not clearly defined and some equipment for toddlers is located amongst the junior area.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			1			There is some shade and planting in and around the play area.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			0			Signage is poor and needs to be replaced with adequate information. 


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			3			Good range of physical and locomotor play for all ages and abilities. 


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			2			Good range of mastery and object play.


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			3			Very good range of dynamic play.


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			1			Bucket / Inclusive Seat available (no harness present).


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			1			Minimal sensory based play.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			1			Some imagination play with the toddler multi play unit, and high mound.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			2			Basket Swing, Zip Wire, Roundabout all encourage playing together.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			0			Inadequate seating.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Wheelchair Roundabout.


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			2			Basket Swing, Bucket Seat.


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			2			All on hardstanding.


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			2			Most items have enough space around or near them for a carer.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						22			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above





&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Site Name:&"Century Gothic,Regular" Hamilton Gault Play Area
	&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Type:&"Century Gothic,Regular" Neighbourhood
 	&"Century Gothic,Regular"&10Assessment date: August 2024



&"Century Gothic,Regular"&7© The copyright of this document is owned by Sports & Play Consulting. It may not be reproduced without permission.	






image1.png


N
Sz

Sports & Play Consulting
INDEPENDENT ADVICE












Greenway - Accessibility-Inclusive-PlayValue Assessments - Appendix 1d.xlsx

Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			1			1 sign in Toddler space. 


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Good pathway system to the play area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			1			Drop off place end of Greenway Ave.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			2			Plenty of street parking available. 


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			0			None observed in close proximity.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			Public Transport (buses) less than 10 minute walk.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			1			No obvious pedestrian crossings from bus route.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Yes


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			2			Yes


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			2			Yes


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			2			Yes


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			1			1 bench in toddler space. 


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			1			Yes


			iii			Include backrests			1			Yes


			iv			Include armrests			0			No 


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			1			Yes


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			0			No


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			2			Yes


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			2			Yes


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Yes


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			1			No, there is sand and mounding and other barriers near or under the equipment that may create some issues in the Junior space. 


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			2			Pathways and access is generally clear and appropriate surfacing type.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			2			There are some artificial obstructions near the Junior space. However it is generally an open and accessible site.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			2			The swings may create some hazards for children or adults near the junior space.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			1			There is a risk of intimidation as users need to access the toddler space or simply passing through the main junior area when coming from Leslie Avenue. 


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			1			There is no formal seating however there is a mound and some concrete spheres that could be used for informal seating. 


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			0			None.


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			2			Children would have to sit on the ground in shade.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			2			There is plenty of open space and places to retreat if required, however there is not a designated or clear area for this purpose.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			0			No obvious facilities.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			0			None


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0			None


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						50			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above





&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Site Name: &"Century Gothic,Regular"Greenway Play Area	&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Type:&"Century Gothic,Regular" Neighbourhood 	&"Century Gothic,Regular"&10Assessment date: August 2024



&"Century Gothic,Regular"&7© The copyright of this document is owned by Sports & Play Consulting. It may not be reproduced without permission.	






Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			2			Swinging			2


			Sliding			1			Sliding			1


			Rocking			0			Rocking			0


			Rotating/ Spinning			1			Rotating/ Spinning			1


			Climbing			1			Climbing			2


			Crawling/ Scrambling			1			Hanging/ Gliding			0


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			1			Balance/ Traversing			2


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			2			Social play, interaction with others			2


			Physical challenges			1			Physical challenges			1


			Imaginative play			2			Imaginative play			0


			Sensory experiences			2			Sensory experiences			1


			Problem Solving/ Educational			1			Problem Solving/ Educational			0


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			0			Competitive play			1


			Interaction with natural environment			1			Interaction with natural environment			1


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			16			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			14


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			30			Adequate - Low Priority





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			1			The toddler spaces is clearly marked and fenced, however the Junior space is somewhat undefined. There is equipment that is either side of the main pedestrian throughfare and seems disjointed and without flow or transition. 


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			2			The toddler space has a well positioned mature tree that would provide a good amount of shade and for exploration, as does some other trees around the junior space. 


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			0			Signage is poor and needs to be replaced with adequate information. 


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			1			There is a limited range of physical play functions in the space for both toddler and junior aged children.


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			1			There is a limited range of mastery and object play available. 


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			1			The junior space has adequate swings, and a spinning rope item, however dynamic experiences for all ages and abilities is largely missing. 


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			0			None


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			1			The toddler multi play unit and surfacing does encourage some sight based sensory play, along with the sand and natural landscape. However, it does require some further provision.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			1			The toddler multi play unit and surfacing does encourage some imagination play.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			2			Hopscotch is present, and there is equipment that would encourage playing together such as the basket swing and climbing stack.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			1			Inadequate for the site, more seating is required, however there is a perch point on the mound.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			0			None.


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Basket Swing


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			1			Grass Matting via tarmac.


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			1			Enough space is available around the Basket Swing.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						14			Adequate - Low


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above
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Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			2			There are signs at both the toddler and junior spaces.


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			There are pathways around the recreation ground, passing by the play areas.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			1			Pathways and roadways at the site are in very poor condition.


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			1			Access via Musgrove Car Park is suitable, however steep slopes on the south side into the recreation ground (Hoveland Lane) creates  difficult access for less abled users.


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			1			Yes - Musgrove Car Park


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			1			Yes - however this seems to be full at all times - possibly hospital staff of immediate housing.


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			2			Yes - 2 x disabled parking spots at Musgrove Car Park.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			There seems to be some public transport (buses) within approx 10 minute walk from the site.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			2			Indications are a reasonably safe route from public transport.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			0			Footpath is located adjacent to toddler and junior areas, however does not go into the actual play area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			0			N/A


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			0			N/A


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			0			No.


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			0			Gate is narrow and difficult to open.


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			1			Toddler space gate is located on hardstanding.


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			1			1 Bench in junior area. 1 Bench in Toddler Space.


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			0			No.


			iii			Include backrests			2			Yes.


			iv			Include armrests			1			1 Bench has arm rests.


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			2			Mature trees located on the northern side of the junior play area and some planting in the fenced space. 


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			1			Pavilion may provide this.


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			1			Poor visibility across site due to location of equipment and separation of toddler and junior zones.


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			2			Yes.


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			May require bike racks.


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			1			There is poor access into the actual play areas.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			0			None.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			2			No obvious obstructions.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			1			No obvious hazards.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			1			The play areas are adjacent to the football pitches, and the junior space could create significant intimidation based on the location of the equipment, particularly in the northern end which has poor visibility. 


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			0			None.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			0			None.


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			2			Some shade available.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			1			None


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			1			Pavilion when open.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			0			Not including the Pavilion for this type of facility


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0			Not including the Pavilion for this type of facility


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						38			Poor - High Priority


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			2			Swinging			2


			Sliding			0			Sliding			2


			Rocking			1			Rocking			1


			Rotating/ Spinning			0			Rotating/ Spinning			2


			Climbing			0			Climbing			2


			Crawling/ Scrambling			0			Hanging/ Gliding			2


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			1			Balance/ Traversing			2


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			1			Social play, interaction with others			2


			Physical challenges			1			Physical challenges			3


			Imaginative play			0			Imaginative play			0


			Sensory experiences			0			Sensory experiences			0


			Problem Solving/ Educational			0			Problem Solving/ Educational			0


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			0			Competitive play			1


			Interaction with natural environment			0			Interaction with natural environment			1


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			6			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			20


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			26			Poor





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			1			Poor boundary and designated space for the Junior area. Toddler space is fenced and clearly marked.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			1			Mature trees are present at northern end of Junior area and some planting within the toddler space. 


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			1			Signage needs updating.


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			2			A reasonably good range for junior aged children, however minimal opportunities for toddlers. 


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			0			None


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			2			Good range of swinging and rocking opportunities. However lacks any spinning, bouncing or other dynamic experiences for toddlers. 


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			0			None.


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			1			Limited sensory experiences.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			1			Limited imaginative play experiences.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			1			Most items in toddler space are for single users and without any game play.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			1			Minimal seating available.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			0			No provision available. 


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			0			No provision available. 


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			0			None.


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			0			N/A


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						11			Poor - High Priority


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above
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Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			1			There is one sign in the Toddler space.


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details.


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			3			There are multiple wide pathways that lead to the site.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			1			There are no clear drop off points that are close by, however French Weir Close seems to be the most practical.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			2			There is street parking nearby however this may be limited in terms of availability and permit. There are however multiple public car parks within a 10 minute walk.


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			0			There is no noticable disabled car parking near the play area, so the public car parks woud need to be used.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			Public Transport (buses) do seem to be within a reasonable distance. 


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			2			Access to the play area seems relatively safe from public bus stops and pathways.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			1			Wide paths adjacent to site and to the fenced (toddler) area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Concrete path leading to toddler space.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			1


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			2			Yes. Gates are Red.


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			2			Yes.


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			2			Yes.


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			1			Minimal seating available


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			1			1 seat near main pathway.


			iii			Include backrests			0			No.


			iv			Include armrests			0			No.


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			2			Good amount of natural shade available.


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			0			None other than trees.


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			3			Very open space with good visibility.


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			2			Space available however needs hardstanding within toddler space for pushchairs.


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Plenty of open space for bicycles. However bike racks shoud be installed near junior space. 


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			1			Poor levels of access.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			1			Only a small designated and clear pathway around toddler space. No other obvious markings or textures for access.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			2			No obvious obstructions. 


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			2			The river does run adjacent to the site.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			2			Younger / toddler spaces are seperated from the main junior active zones. However some items are isolated and could create some intimidation if being used.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			2			Informal seating - boulders, and stepping posts.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			0			None


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			2			Shade is available across the site.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			2			The site is generally quite open and spaces for children to retreat away from active areas.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			2			There is a café (The Weir) in close proximity, and supermarkets are approx 10 minute walk.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			2			Toilets operated by Café


			B			Are there changing facilities?			2			Toilets operated by Café


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						58			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			3			Swinging			3


			Sliding			1			Sliding			1


			Rocking			3			Rocking			0


			Rotating/ Spinning			1			Rotating/ Spinning			2


			Climbing			2			Climbing			3


			Crawling/ Scrambling			2			Hanging/ Gliding			3


			Jumping/ Bouncing			1			Jumping/ Bouncing			1


			Balance/ Traversing			3			Balance/ Traversing			3


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			2			Social play, interaction with others			3


			Physical challenges			2			Physical challenges			3


			Imaginative play			2			Imaginative play			1


			Sensory experiences			3			Sensory experiences			1


			Problem Solving/ Educational			1			Problem Solving/ Educational			1


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			1			Competitive play			2


			Interaction with natural environment			3			Interaction with natural environment			3


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			30			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			30


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			60			Good 





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			2			There is a clear designated area for toddlers within the fenced space. The main junior area is a very open space that is informally defined by the equipment location and pathways.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			3			There are plenty of planting and mature trees that complements the site, provide shade and some natural play.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			0			New and additional signage required with appropriate site information and positioning.


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			3			Significant range of physical play options for most ages.


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			2			Some sand play, and moving / component parts on the toddler space.


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			3			Good range of dynamic movement.


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			0			None.


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			2			The toddler space has a good amount of sensory play, particularly with the sand and multi play unit in the toddler pace. However this is fairly limited in the junior space.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			1			The multi play unit and general toddler space could support some imaginative play.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			3			Good range of opportunities for children to play together and take turns.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			1			Minimal to none. 


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Wheelchair Roundabout.


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Basket Swing. 


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			0			None other than natural turf.


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			2			Above items have sufficient space around them for a carer.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						24			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above





&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Site Name:&"Century Gothic,Regular" French Weir Play Area
	&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Type:&"Century Gothic,Regular" Destination
 	&"Century Gothic,Regular"&10Assessment date: August 2024



&"Century Gothic,Regular"&7© The copyright of this document is owned by Sports & Play Consulting. It may not be reproduced without permission.	






image1.png


N
Sz

Sports & Play Consulting
INDEPENDENT ADVICE












Comeytrowe - Accessibility-Inclusive-PlayValue Assessments - Appendix 1a.xlsx

Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			2			Signage is present on the fenced area


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details.


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			Artwork and information of signs requires updating and replacing.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Yes.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			2			Yes.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			2			Street parking is available.


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			0			None observed.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			0			There does not seem to be any public transport in close proximity


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			2			Local access seems safe with minimal traffic.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			1			Small pathway into the toddler space.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			0			No.


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			1			Gate is likely less than recommended width and difficult to open.


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			1			Small path into fenced area to the bench


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			1			1 x Bench in the fenced area only


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			2			Yes.


			iii			Include backrests			1			Yes.


			iv			Include armrests			0			No.


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			3			Numerous mature trees on site


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			0			No.


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			2			Generaly good visibility across the site other than the small wooden shelter/seating item


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			2			Plenty of space available.


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Most of the play area is a good open space for bicycles to be left/parked.


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			1			There may be difficulties accessing certain equipment, particularly those located on bark. No hardstanding surfaces into the site other than the main pathway running through the play area.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			1			Only small pathway in toddler space is clearly marked and designated for access. No other formal markings or pathways into site other than main thoroughfare.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			2			Equipment is located either side of the pathway which could create an obstruction when in use.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			2			None.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			2			The play zones are fairly clear with the fenced space for younger children. However this is a risk, this area could be used by older teenagers as a 'hang out' space and could create some intimidation.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			1			Mound and wooden shelter.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			0			None.


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			3			Yes.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			2			Wooden shelter / seating unit.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			0			No.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			0


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						50			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			2			Swinging			2


			Sliding			1			Sliding			0


			Rocking			2			Rocking			0


			Rotating/ Spinning			0			Rotating/ Spinning			0


			Climbing			2			Climbing			0


			Crawling/ Scrambling			1			Hanging/ Gliding			0


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			1			Balance/ Traversing			2


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			2			Social play, interaction with others			1


			Physical challenges			2			Physical challenges			1


			Imaginative play			0			Imaginative play			0


			Sensory experiences			1			Sensory experiences			1


			Problem Solving/ Educational			0			Problem Solving/ Educational			0


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			0			Competitive play			0


			Interaction with natural environment			3			Interaction with natural environment			2


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			17			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			9


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			26			Poor





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			2			There is a fenced area for the toddler space, and most of the junior equipment is in a reasonably condensed and area.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			2			Plenty of natural landscape and trees.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			1			Signage needs updating.


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			1			Minimal range of physical challenge and play


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			1			Minimal range of mastery and object play


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			2			Good range of swinging and rocking


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			0			None.


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			2			Sensory play would largely be using the natural landscape surrounding the site and the bark used for surfacing.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			1			Minimal theming or elements of imagination play are present, however the natural landscape would encourage this.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			1			Majority of equipment is for single users and without any 'game' playing other than informal games like 'hide and seek' using the wider surrounds.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			1			More seating and picnic areas are required.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			0			None.


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Basket Swing


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			1			The Basket Swing is the only item that could be accessible via the existing ground (no hardstanding).


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			1			Sufficient space around the Basket Swing.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						17			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above
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Comeytrowe TA1 4YG


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Comeytrowe Park Play Area


			Address:			Off College Way, Taunton, TA1 4YG.


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Local


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			Low





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			50			Adequate





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			26			Poor





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			18			Adequate





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			2 user springer see-saw			Bark			Toddler  


			1 user springer			Bark			Toddler  


			Small multi play unit			Bark			Toddler  


			2 seat toddler swing			Grass Matting			Toddler  


			2 x small climbing frames 			Bark			Toddler  


			2 seat junior swing			Bark			Junior


			Basket Swing 			Grass Matting			All


			7 x Stepping Posts 			Bark			All


			Small wooden shelter			Bark			Junior			Too far away from main equipment. Unsure of how this would be used practically. 





			Site Observations


			Location			The site is located in the south of Taunton and serves the immediate neighbourhood surrounding Comeytrowe Park.


			Access to Site			Access to the site is good with multiple entrances by foot or cycling using a tarmac pathway system. Driving cars to the site with only street parking available may not be readily available depending on local use. 


			Access within Site			Access through the site is adequate utilising the existing pathways, including the small pathway within the fenced area, however the turf and bark may create challenges for children or carers who are less physically able. 


			Fencing and Gates			The toddler space has a wooden and chain-link fence with two pedestrian gates.


			Seating			1 bench is located within the toddler space accessible by the tarmac path.


			Landscaping			The site is largely surrounded by natural landscapes, mature trees and bushes.


			Signs			There are several signs for Comeytrowe Park near the main entrance and a play sign on the fence of the play area.


			General Comments			This location, with no visibility from any housing or other public spaces, may attract older teenagers which may deter younger children (or their carers) from using the site at certain times of the day.  





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			Due to the limited options of play facilities in the immediate area the location seems to be well positioned. The site has attractive natural surroundings, and although this creates limited visibility, the surroundings do enhance and complement the overall enjoyment of Comeytrowe Park. There would be no recommendations to change the location or general footprint.


			Equipment			The equipment caters primarily for younger children which does suit the type of local facility, however it is largely out of date and the site requires consideration for new and/ or replacement play items, mainly within the fenced area.


			Surfacing			The grass matting does serve its purpose. However the loose-fill bark has a number of detrimental characteristics: regular raking & top-up, yearly replacement costs, poor accessibility for less physically abled children & their carers, not appropriate for very young toddlers, and general hygiene with regard to litter and potential animal deposits.


			Access to and within site			Enhancement of the pathway within the fenced area would increase accessibility, potentially linking the two gates internally. Replacing the bark with a permanent continuous surface such as wetpour or rubber mulch, particularly under the multi play unit, springers and see saw.


			Seating			The single bench within the fenced area is sufficient, however a new bench could be added outside of the toddler space.


			Other			The play site would benefit from some local consultation to understand how it is currently being used, what challenges the community face (if any) and what they would like to see in terms of improvements.





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			Low			£40,000 - £60,000			Light and localised online consultation followed by a Council review to consider investment allocation and tendering process for improvements.








French Weir TA1 1XD


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			French Weir Park Play Area


			Address:			Off French Weir Close, Taunton TA1 1VJ


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Destination


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			High





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			53			Adequate





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			60			Good





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			23			Adequate





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Toddler Multi Play Unit			Sand			Toddler  


			5 x Tractor Tyres			Sand			Toddler  


			Wood Stepping Posts			Turf			Toddler  


			2 user springer			Grass Matting			Toddler  


			Balance Trail			Turf			Toddler  


			Toddler Swing with 2 seats			Grass Matting			Toddler  


			3 x 1 user springers			Sand			Toddler  


			Sensory Sand Unit			Sand			Toddler  


			Basket Swing			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Junior Swings with 3 Seats			Grass Matting			Junior


			Junior Swing with Tango Seat *			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Wheelchair Accessible Roundabout			Wetpour			All Ages			No access/pathway to item other than turf. 


			Wooden Stepping Posts			Turf			Junior


			Climbing / Traversing Unit			Grass Matting			Junior


			Large Multi Play Unit			Grass Matting			Junior


			Zip Wire			Grass Matting			Junior


			2 user Rotating Unit			Bark			Junior


			Overhead Cableway			Grass Matting			Junior


			* Tango Seat is for parent and toddler use.





			Site Observations


			Location			The play area and wider park is extremely well located near the centre of Taunton. As a destination playground, this would serve the majority of the towns population.


			Access to Site			Access to the site is very good in terms of multiple pathway systems from various entrance points into the park, and several carparks within a 0.5 mile distance from the site. There also seems to be some public transport options to the south. It is however some distance from the site should any users with physical limitations, other than from French Weir Close.


			Access within Site			Access within the site is poor to adequate. Typically of many playgrounds, there are inclusive and accessible play equipment however limited pathway systems or appropriate surfaces to utilise these within the actual site. A good example to highlight this, is the wheelchair roundabout with no actual connecting pathway to or near the item. There is, however, a concrete path around the fenced toddler space, to the pedestrian gate (near the table tennis table). 


			Fencing and Gates			There is a steel galvanised fence surrounding the toddler space, with 2 x Self Closing gates.


			Seating			2 x Seats (No backrests) in the fenced toddler space. 1 x Bench facing the junior area. Several benches along the external pathway facing the river. Seating for this type of play area is very poor.


			Landscaping			The site is located on a well landscaped and natural backdrop of the river and French Weir Park. There is good and proportionate natural play within the space in terms of boulders, mounding, sand play, natural turf, play bark, vegetation and mature trees.


			Signs			Play Sign located within the fenced toddler space and along the fencing. No signs in main junior space.


			General Comments			A key site for the Town Council that is heavily used with a good variety of play equipment and complemented with natural play elements. Well located and with good access, this is a high priority site.





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			The location and general footprint is appropriate for the type of play facility and no significant change is required. 


			Equipment			Although the equipment has a good range, there is a lack of mid range progression from toddler to the very challenging equipment on site. The space between the fenced toddler space and the junior area could be utilised with new equipment that offers an in-between experience and level of risk.


			Surfacing			Surfacing for fully abled children and adults is adequate, however may need to be improved for less abled or wheelchair users. A suitably wide and hardstanding surface should connect any seating and inclusive items like the wheelchair roundabout, and allow access through challenging areas such as the sand area.


			Access to and within site			The access to the site is fairly good in terms of the wide pathway system from various points around French Weir Park. However it seems to lack some disabled parking near the play area. Additionally, there is a clear lack of pathways within the site itself, with only the turf and sand as the main surface which may be problematic for some less abled users. The fenced toddler area does require a pathway system between the 2 x gates and potentially to benches. 


			Seating			Lack of seating is the most obvious issue at this site, with only 1 x seat near the junior area (other than benches facing the river) and 2 x seats in the toddler space. The facility needs additional benches and a formal picnic and seating area, with adequate pathways to these for improved access.


			Other			The highest priority for this site would be internal pathways and additional seating. Additionally, some equipment between the toddler and junior zones that offer a good transition in terms of ability and risk.





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			High			£60,000 - £80,000			Council review for allocated budget to address suggested recommendations via formal tender process.








Galmington TA1 5NU


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Galmington Recreation Ground 


			Address:			Off Musgrove Road, Taunton, TA1 5LB.


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Local


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			Medium





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			38			Poor





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			26			Poor





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			13			Poor





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Toddler Swing with 2 seats			Wetpour			Toddler 


			1 user Springer			Turf			Toddler 


			Toddler Swing with 1 seat			Wetpour			Toddler 			Surfacing in poor condition.


			Wooden Balance log (springs)			Turf			Toddler 


			Large traditional roundabout			Wetpour			Junior			Separated by some distance to other equipment.


			Unknown Redundant Item			Wetpour			N/A			Disused item, possibly due to it being damaged or broken.


			Medium sized Multi Play Unit			Bark			Junior


			Rodeo 2 user Springer			Wetpour			Junior			Surfacing in poor condition.


			Small Multi Play Unit 			Grass Matting			Junior


			Junior Swing with 2 seats			Wetpour			Junior			Surfacing in poor condition.


			Overhead Rotator			Wetpour			Junior			Surfacing in poor condition.


			Dynamic Surf/Skate 			Wetpour			Junior			Surfacing in poor condition.





			Site Observations


			Location			Site is very poorly located in terms of how local users can access the site, general safety, and the separation of toddler and junior areas.


			Access to Site			Access to the site is primarily via a tarmac path from two locations which in is poor condition in parts, the southern end from Hoveland Lane potentially being problematic for less abled or wheelchair users. Musgrove Road has a small public car park which is likely used by either hospital staff or the families living in the immediate vicinity. This conclusion is based on no one being present in the playground or using the football field, yet the car park was full. There are, however some disabled parking bays available at Musgrove Parking however the road into the parking site is in very poor condition for those walking, especially if they have physical limitations. 


			Access within Site			Access to the playground equipment is via the main tarmac path running along the Junior space. The fenced toddler space has only the natural turf in terms of access from the entrance. 


			Fencing and Gates			Toddler space is full fenced with wooden chain-link fencing. Access is via one pedestrian gate.


			Seating			1 x Bench near the junior equipment plus 1 x Bench between roundabout and junior area.  1 x Bench within the fenced toddler space.


			Landscaping			Mature trees and other plants are located on the boundary of the toddler area and similarly in the junior space. These are likely natural barriers from the housing and hospital rather than providing any real practical purpose or natural play.


			Signs			1 x Play sign located at the entrance of the toddler space and 1 x Play Sign located at end of the Junior space. 


			General Comments			The site requires some fairly urgent attention in terms of the viability of the site in its current condition and design. The surfacing is generally in poor to adequate condition, the design of the equipment is poor in terms of position, and the access and location would unlikely attract many users and families. 





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			There are two recommended options for this site in terms of location; 1. Completely remove the play areas from the site and consider the expansion of Penny's Field Play Area for the local community. 2. Relocate the junior area closer to the fenced toddler space, expanding the total footprint into the field however behind the goal posts (shown on the Google Map). This must have some local community consultation to offer the opportunity for feedback and suggestions. 


			Equipment			Depending on the above point and feedback from a consultation, the site needs a completely new design in terms of equipment, surfacing, access, seating and all associated considerations. 


			Surfacing			Refer Points Above


			Access to and within site			The parking area and road into Musgrove Public Car Park needs improving. The road is in disrepair, and the available parking seems to be fully used by local hospital staff and houses. If the site remains, access to the site, including the pathway around the field needs to addressed.


			Seating			Refer Points Above


			Other





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			Medium			£60,000 - £80,000			Robust consultation process (including football club) for the local community to engage in and provide feedback on agreed options. Depending on this outcome, consider allocation of budget to formally tender to address the suggested options. 








Greenway Ave TA2 6HY


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Greenway Avenue Play Area


			Address:			Off Greenway Ave, Taunton, TA2 6HY


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Neighbourhood


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			Low-Medium





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			50			Adequate





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			30			Adequate





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			15			Adequate





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Toddler Multi Play Unit (Castle Theme)			Wetpour			Toddler 


			Toddler Swing with 2 seats			Wetpour			Toddler


			Markings in wetpour (Hopscotch)			Wetpour			All Ages


			Clamber Stack Climbing Unit			Sand			Junior


			Junior Swings with 2 seats			Wetpour			Junior


			Basket Swing			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Slide Unit			Wetpour			Junior


			Rope Cone Spinner			Grass Matting			Junior


			Artificial mounds and boulders			Tarmac			All Ages








			Site Observations


			Location			Site is well located just north of central Taunton and with good access to the site. A heavily populated area surrounding the site, with public transport to the north and south, and making up part of Greenway Recreation Ground, this is nicely positioned to service the neighbouring suburbs. 


			Access to Site			Access to the site is good, with a pathway system from both Greenway Avenue to the east, and Leslie Avenue to the west, however may require disabled parking at Leslie Avenue near the entrance.


			Access within Site			Access within the site is also very good, with no major barriers, hard surfacing and generally quite accessible. 


			Fencing and Gates			Toddler space is full fenced with powder coated bow top fencing, self closing pedestrian gate and a maintenance gate


			Seating			1 x Bench within fenced toddler space. 


			Landscaping			The toddler area has a natural landscape in terms of a large mature tree, and hedge. Within the junior space, is a good sized mound which may be used for informal seating and a number of large mature trees around the site. 


			Signs			1 x Play Sign located within the fenced toddler space. 


			General Comments			Well located site, however does suffer from the sand dispersing across the site due to a very open space. Limited seating needs attention. Play elements could be added to the site, particularly in the toddler area.





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			The site location is well positioned and there are no related concerns. However the footprint could be extended or re-designed to better utilise the space available, particularly the junior area that is poorly designed and lacking equipment. 


			Equipment			Equipment is inadequate for this site, and although there seems to have been a recent installation of new equipment and surfacing into the fenced toddler space, it feels unfinished and could have additional items for this age group. Additionally, there seems to have been a piecemeal approach to the junior area that lacks any real flow or transition, and requires some aspects such as dynamic and risky play. Some natural play using the landscape of the site such as the mound and to transition to the junior equipment would also improve the overall design. 


			Surfacing			Surfacing like many other Taunton play areas is problematic, particularly with the use of sand. On an open and often windy recreation ground, this will constantly need topping up, and scatters across to the other areas of play which can cause maintenance issues. The tarmac area could be utilised more effectively in terms of surfacing such as a base for any new wetpour.


			Access to and within site			Access to and within the site is appropriate. 


			Seating			Seating needs to be improved, with no accessible benches or picnic tables available (other than the single bench inside the fenced area), and seems like the mound would be used for informal seating. Use of the mature trees for natural shade could be utilised, ensuring pathways and hardstanding is designed to these areas. 


			Other			Based on the site being well located, and the potential to be a popular play area for the neighbourhood, this site should have some additional investment made to improve the general design of equipment and surfacing, along with the significant lack of seating available. New signage is required.





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			Medium			£60,000 - £80,000			Light and localised online consultation followed by a Council review to consider investment allocation and tendering process for improvements.








Hamilton Gault TA1 2BF


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Hamilton Park Play Area


			Address:			Off Hamilton Road, Taunton, TA1 2BF


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Neighbourhood


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			Medium





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			50			Adequate





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			45			Adequate





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			22			Adequate





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Basket Swing			Wetpour			All Ages


			Wheelchair Roundabout			Wetpour			All Ages


			Multiple User springer			Grass Matting			Toddler 


			1 user springer			Grass Matting			Toddler


			Multiple User springer 			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Multiple User spinner			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Toddler Swing with 2 seats			Sand			Toddler


			Toddler Multi Play Unit			Sand			Toddler


			Junior Multi Play Unit			Grass Matting			Junior


			2 x Embankment Slides 			Turf and Grass Matting			Junior


			Junior Swing with 2 seats			Grass Matting			Junior


			Rox Climbing Wall and Rope Unit			Grass Matting			Junior


			Zip Wire			Grass Matting			Junior


			Swings with inclusive  seat and Tango seat. 			Grass Matting			All Ages


			* Tango Seat is for joint parent and toddler use.





			Site Observations


			Location			The site is very well located just to the east of central Taunton. Public transport, car parking, and good cycle routes provide options to visit this site and the wider recreational space at Hamilton Gault Park. It is also in close reach to Victoria Park, which will likely attract a wider range of users from a greater distance, with more sports facilities and accessibility.


			Access to Site			Access to the site is very good, with tarmac pathways from both the north and south side of the park, which run through the play area. 


			Access within Site			Access within the site is also very good, with no barriers, largely a level surface on hardstanding.


			Fencing and Gates			There is some fencing near the toddler space, although not fully enclosed does seem to have been installed for partial protection against dog walkers and young children being able to get to Hamilton Road. Additionally there are some fencing panels along side of the Basket Swing to minimise any impact risk. There are no gates on site.


			Seating			2 x seats (poorly designed) near the toddler space. 


			Landscaping			Good use of mounding for the embankment slides, large mature trees on the boundary and around the within play area. 


			Signs			1 x Large Play Sign located between the toddler and junior spaces.


			General Comments			Outdoor Gym facility located near the Zip Wire, although this may not be an ideal position for equipment designed for 14+ years. Site is currently designed for older junior/teenage users, however the toddler space does need some careful consideration and possibly investment to redesign the space. It seems the site has had some ad hoc installation of equipment in recent years, without a more wholistic view of the way the site is used and limited seating options.





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			The location and footprint is good for this type of play area and the community it would serve, so no recommendations.


			Equipment			The equipment needs to be reviewed and has some significant shortcomings. The toddler space is very poorly designed in all aspects. The surfacing, fencing, equipment choice or lack of suitable equipment for this age group is a concern. There is also a need to add some transitional equipment between the toddler space and the more risky dynamic play area around the large mound and embankment slides. 


			Surfacing			Surfacing in the toddler area needs to be re-designed in terms of how the brick paving is used and the issues that come with the sand. The recommendation would be to replace the sand with wetpour that extends into the hardstanding area. 


			Access to and within site			Access to and within the site is generally good however the brick paving and sand (as mentioned above) will likely create some challenges for any users with physical limitations. Better signage is required. 


			Seating			More seating is required. The existing benches need to be removed and replaced with better designed benches (back and arm rests) and a formal seating and picnic area. 


			Other			The site has some good equipment for both toddler and junior aged children, however does require a more wholistic view to ensure that the entire site is brought up to a good standard with additional equipment, improved surfacing and seating areas.





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			Medium			£40,000 - £60,000			Light and localised online consultation followed by a Council review to consider investment allocation and tendering process for improvements.








Hawthorn TA1 2QN


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Hamilton Park Play Area


			Address:			Off Rowan Drive, Taunton, TA1 2QN.


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Neighbourhood


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			Low-Medium





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			29			Poor





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			45			Adequate





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			20			Adequate





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Medium sized Multi Play Unit			Bark			Junior			Check with manufacturer about movement of spinning part.


			Rodeo Springer Board			Bark			Junior


			Dynamic Surf/Skate item			Bark			Junior


			Zip Wire			Grass Matting			Junior


			Basket Swing			Grass Matting			All Ages


			2 user Rotating Unit			Bark			Junior


			Embankment Slide 			Turf and Grass Matting 			Junior


			2 x Climbing Flag Poles			Bark			Junior


			Roundabout			Grass Matting			Junior			Not currently spinning effectively. 


			Toddler Multi Play Unit 			Sand			Toddler 


			2 user see-saw			Sand			All Ages


			Toddler Swing with 2 seats			Sand			Toddler


			Balance Spinning Drum			Sand			All Ages





			Site Observations


			Location			The site is located in the far south eastern area of Taunton, just across from the M5. It is well located in terms of serving the immediate neighbourhood which is heavily populated, however this would primarily be via foot or bicycle as there is limited public transport and car parking available. 


			Access to Site			Access to the site seems adequate for families living near the site, however for any wheelchair users, there may be some challenges in terms of parking as there does not seem to be any disabled parking, and spaces were limited at the time of the site visit. 


			Access within Site			Access within the site ranges from moderate to difficult, with the majority of the site not possible for anyone with physical limitations due to the slope, bark, sand, and barriers (such as the wooden edging and sand). There is a compacted stone path to the site which does lead to a wooden ramp into the toddler space. However this still may create some difficulties for wheelchair and less abled users.


			Fencing and Gates			Toddler space is fully fenced with galvanised bow top fencing and 2 x self closing pedestrian gates. 


			Seating			1 x Bench in fenced toddler space (difficult to access via sand and ramp). 1 x seat on approach to site. 


			Landscaping			Excellent landscape to complement site, with considerable mounding, boulders, natural slopes at the rear of the site, and mature trees and vegetation surrounding the area. 


			Signs			No visible signs on site. 


			General Comments			There is also an outdoor fitness facility near the play area, and 2 x Basketball pads which complement the site nicely. The site is well located in terms of the proximity to Hawthorn Park, has a good range of play equipment for older junior aged children, however seems have overlooked some important considerations: seating, access within the site for less abled, and the ongoing costs of the loose fill; sand and bark. Play equipment for the mid range of ability (4-8 years) may need to be part of any review.





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			The location of the site is very good to serve the immediate neighbourhood, however the layout and footprint does require some further review and consideration. The area on either side of the fenced toddler space, and even down towards the road could be expanded to further improve the space for young children, and to create a transition space to the riskier high challenge equipment. 


			Equipment			Equipment enhancement is required at this site, which has the fenced area for very young children, then a leap to quite difficult equipment. The toddler space could be expanded to include some additional play features that do not use sand. Further, equipment that is for the core group of users that may be risk averse or equally not challenged by the toddler space. A quiet area could also be incorporated using the mature trees near the fenced area. 


			Surfacing			Surfacing at this site is likely to create some issues for the Town Council in terms of ongoing cost and maintenance. The sand in the fenced area would certainly have accessibility challenges for less abled or those with any physical limitations. A new hard surface should be created between the 2 x self closing gates, consider a new hardstanding pathway from the road (rather than the compacted stone). 


			Access to and within site			As per the point above, access within the site is one of the main issues that needs to be addressed. The play area does not necessarily need to be of excellent standard for either accessibility or inclusivity as the site is a naturally challenging one that will and should largely cater for fully abled children, however for carers and some less abled young children, it needs improvement. That is, a new tarmac path from the road to the fenced area or seating, hardstanding within the fenced area between the gates, and improve the signage which is absent. 


			Seating			Seating is probably the highest priority at this site, in terms of adding new benches, picnic tables and ensuring these are easily accessible. 


			Other			This site is not likely to be fully accessible, particularly for less abled children due to the nature of the undulating landscape, however it needs investment made to improve the access, along with some additional equipment for younger children and some transitional equipment for the core age group of 4-8 year olds. 





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			Low			£40,000 - £60,000			Light and localised online consultation followed by a Council review to consider investment allocation and tendering process for improvements.








Lyngford TA2 7HB


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Lyngford Park Play Area


			Address:			Off Eastwick Road, Taunton, TA2 7HB


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Neighbourhood


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			Medium





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			50			Adequate





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			31			Adequate





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			18			Adequate


			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Wheelchair Roundabout			Grass Matting			All Ages			There is no hardstanding path to this item and functionality potentially impacted by the sand under the nearby unit.


			Small-medium Multi Play Unit			Sand			Junior


			Wooden Balance Beam (Springs)			Turf			Junior


			Over head Rotating Item (2 users)			Grass Matting			Junior


			Basket Swing			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Swing with 2 x junior seats			Grass Matting			Junior


			Toddler Multi Play Unit (Castle Theme)			Wetpour			Toddler 			New Unit & Surfacing


			Swing with 1 x Toddler Seat and 1 x Inclusive Seat			Carpet 			Toddler			(Inclusive seat for less abled)


			Traditional Roundabout			Wetpour			All Ages			Wetpour is in poor condition


			1 user springer			Wetpour			Toddler			New Item and Surfacing


			1 user springer (horse)			Wetpour			Toddler			Wetpour is in poor condition





			Site Observations


			Location			The site is well located in the northern side of Taunton in the heavily populated area of Priorswood and surrounding suburbs. The play area forms part of the wider Lyngford Park, and close to Early Years centres and library. 


			Access to Site			Access to the site is good in terms of pathway systems through the park, cycling, and public transport. There is a public car park across the road with disabled parking available. 


			Access within Site			Access within the junior area could be difficult any wheelchair users or those with physical limitations may have difficulties navigating the area due to the lack of hardstanding pathways, mounds and general contours of the site. There is a wheelchair roundabout situated in a poor location with no clear and easy route for users. Access within the toddler space is easier due to the hardstanding surface and no significant barriers to move through the space. 


			Fencing and Gates			The toddler space is fully fenced with a wooden chain-link fence and 1 x self closing pedestrian gate. There is fencing partially protecting the junior area from the main road, and some fencing panels on either side of the Basket Swing.


			Seating			1 x Bench in toddler space. 2 x Picnic Tables near junior space. Covered shelter and seating near Skate Park.


			Landscaping			As part of the wider park, there are a number of mature trees in and around the play area, and quite a lot of mounding for informal seating and some natural play. However the toddler space has limited natural landscaping features, other than some small plants and the turf surrounding the wetpour. 


			Signs			1 x Play Sign in the toddler space. 


			General Comments			The play areas, both toddler and junior are poorly designed and need significant review and investment. There is a lack of flow and equipment have been positioned without a wholistic view of how the space could be used. Additionally, there is a significant lack of practical design in terms of seating and pathways. 





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			There are no recommendations for the location of the site, however the footprint and layout does need to be changed if viable. Toddler and junior spaces should not be too far away from each other with an obvious transition. The junior space has separated 'islands' of equipment with no flow or connection between them. The whole site may need to be consolidated into a clearer designated footprint.


			Equipment			Equipment selection and range is completely inadequate for this type of facility. The lack of choice for users is clear, and requires a full review of which items could remain or be replaced. 


			Surfacing			Recommendations for the surfacing need to be addressed at the same time as the equipment with a carefully considered brief on the design and allocation of investment. The small section of sand under the Multi Play Unit (HAGS) is unnecessary and too close to the wheelchair roundabout, and the surfacing in the toddler space should be one seamless area of wetpour.


			Access to and within site			There are no specific recommendations regarding access to the site, however access within the junior area needs to be part of any review. That is, hardstanding pathways or improved surfacing that is relatively level, wide enough and supports access to certain equipment should be a priority. 


			Seating			Although there are picnic tables near the junior space, a more formalised and designated seating area is required with good access via a hardstanding pathway.


			Other			This site and the suggested budget below is an indication that the importance of the space is relatively high, there seems to have been more emphasis and investment on the outdoor fitness and sports areas at the cost of the play area. There would be little value in attempting small piecemeal additions, with access and seating a key part of any improvements. 





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			Medium			£120,000 - £150,000			Robust consultation which may be in person and online to discuss the potential design and enhancements of the play area. Followed by a formal tendering process pending outcome of consultation.








Pennys Field TA1 4TU


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Penny's Field Play Area


			Address:			Off College Way, Taunton, TA1 4TU


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Neighbourhood


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			High





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			41			Poor





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			23			Poor





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			11			Poor





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Toddler Multi Play Unit 			Grass Matting			Toddler 


			1 user springer (turtle)			Grass Matting			Toddler


			1 user springer (bike)			Grass Matting			Toddler


			Swing with 1 toddler seat and 1 junior seat			Wetpour			All Ages


			Medium sized Multi Play Unit			Grass Matting			Junior


			Basket Swing 			Grass Matting			All Ages





			Site Observations


			Location			The site is very well located to the south west of central Taunton. Adjacent to Bishop Henderson Primary School, and making up part of Penny's Field Open Space, the play area serves the heavily populated surrounding suburbs. 


			Access to Site			Access to the site is mostly very good, in terms of a pathway system through the open space, cycling routes, public transport and parking spaces along College Way. However the main issues it the lack of a pathway to the actual play area and distance from the main entrances. There seems to be limited disabled parking on the main road, and no places to drop off or pick up users who are less abled or in wheelchairs.


			Access within Site			Access within the site is poor. There are no pathways, or any suitable surfacing to assist wheelchair users, less abled, or parents with push chairs. 


			Fencing and Gates			The toddler space has galvanised bow top fencing around the perimeter, with a self closing gate and a maintenance gate. 


			Seating			1 x Bench and 1 x seat near the Junior space. 1 x table (4 users) located in the fenced toddler space. 


			Landscaping			The site does not have any specific landscaping designed into the play area, however is surrounded by very natural landscaping features such as the mature trees, stream and wider characteristics of the park. 


			Signs			1 x Play Sign located in the toddler space. 


			General Comments			The site has the potential to be a significant asset to the Council, and popular with the local community with some careful consideration in terms of general design and investment. Like other play areas in Taunton, it fails in terms of practical features like seating and pathways near and in the site. Additionally, there is limited play value and range of equipment.





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			The location of the site has no recommendations as it is ideally positioned for the community. However the footprint needs to expand to allow for additional equipment to support all ages and abilities. The fenced toddler space is too small and the available area for junior equipment could stretch further across the existing turf without significantly impacting the open space.


			Equipment			This site has a very poor range of play equipment and needs a full re-design and review to consider investing into enhancing the space. There is a clear absence of transitional play between age groups, natural play to utilise the landscape, and choice for the younger children. 


			Surfacing			Surfacing under the equipment is less of a problem and there are no significant recommendations other than to possibly have a wetpour/rubber surface in the toddler space. The main priority is additional surfacing for access, such as 2 x tarmac pathways or similar from the main pathway running through the park. 


			Access to and within site			Disabled parking close to the play area, improved pathways to the site (some areas of tarmac require repair) and new pathways into the site itself. The site is located at least 30 metres from the closest pathway creating potential challenges for families with push chairs or those with physical limitations.  


			Seating			New seating needs to be added to the site, including picnic tables, benches with back and arm rests and pathways that connect the seating. 


			Other			This site should have a reasonably high priority allocated to it in terms of review and proportionate funding. New pathways and seating would be the main issue to address, followed closely by additional equipment to expand the play opportunities for all ages and abilities. 





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			High			£80,000 - £100,000			Robust consultation which may be in person and online to discuss the potential design and enhancements of the play area. Followed by a formal tendering process pending outcome of consultation.








Priorswood TA2 7HJ


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Priorswood Play Area


			Address:			Off Eastwick Road, Taunton, TA2 7HJ


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Neighbourhood


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			Low





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			39			Poor





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			40			Adequate





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			16			Adequate





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Wooden Clamber Stack with Rope			Grass Matting			Junior			Too far separated from rest of play area.


			Overhead Zip Wire			Grass Matting			Junior


			Junior Swing with 2 seats			Wetpour			Junior


			Medium sized Junior Multi Play Unit			Wetpour			Junior


			Basket Swing			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Toddler Slide			Wetpour			Toddler 


			Tractor			Bark			Toddler


			Tractor Trailor Slide			Bark			Toddler


			Inclusive See Saw			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Toddler Swings with 2 seats			Wetpour			Toddler


			3 x 1 user springers			Wetpour			Toddler


			Rope Cone Spinner			Wetpour			All Ages





			Site Observations


			Location			The location of this site causes some concern in terms of safety and what community it actually serves. The site is most likely used by families in the immediate vicinity. There is a heavy industrial area to the south and alternative play areas at Lyngford Park and also to the north east end of the playing fields off Summerleaze Crescent (shown on the Google Map below). 


			Access to Site			Access to the site would be either be from the northern or southern side of Eastwick Road, most likely via foot or by bike, however there is only one path to the site from the Cleeve Road end. The access is poor based on the general design of the pathways and current hedges which block any practical access from alternative routes. 


			Access within Site			Access within the main part of the play area is poor, in terms of accessibility and pathways connected to any seating or equipment. Each item of play is isolated onto 'islands' of surfacing which may create some challenges for anyone with physical limitations. 


			Fencing and Gates			There is a chain-link fence with a maintenance gate at the main entrance to the site. The rest of the younger space has a natural hedge that acts as an informal fence line. 


			Seating			2 x Benches in toddler/younger space. 2 x Benches near the junior/teenage space.


			Landscaping			No specific landscaping has been designed into the play area, other than the existing mature trees and vegetation along the boundary of the main area. 


			Signs			1 x Play Sign at the main entrance to play area (near the maintenance gate) which is obscured by the vegetation/plants around it.


			General Comments			This site has considerable concerns for a variety of reasons. General safety of users after normal hours of use, access and exiting the site is restricted to one location with inappropriate gate facilities. Also, the site is poorly designed in terms of location of equipment, practical aspects such as seating and pathways, and a site that is not attractive or appealing for families to utilise. This area needs careful consideration for a complete re-assessment of location, design and investment. 





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			The location and footprint of this site needs to be re-assessed followed by a consultation. Initial recommendations are to consolidate the site into the hedged area, creating a site focused on younger children and families. Additionally, the tarmac play area outside of the enclosed space could be made into a Multi Use Games Area, or revitalised to an alternative use.


			Equipment			The equipment needs to largely be replaced. Some items seem to be quite old and out of date, with added pieces in recent years such as the inclusive see-saw and basket swing. Recommendations on specific equipment would be futile at this stage, as this site needs a carefully considered review and agreed budget.


			Surfacing			Refer point above. 


			Access to and within site			Refer point above. A planned approach is required to include new pathways, remove Barrers such as the current fencing and allow additional entrance points. 


			Seating			Refer points above. Seating needs to be part of a wholistic review, replacement seating is required on hardstanding and connecting pathways. 


			Other			As mentioned, prior to any specific recommendations on design, equipment and surfacing, this site needs careful Council review to look at what viable options are available: 1. Re-deign and consolidate the site into the turfed square. 2. Change the use of the external area (tarmac) to a more sports orientated use. 3. Change the entire use of the whole site, with play areas at Lyngford or Summerleaze Close serving the local community. 





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			Low			£40,000 - £80,000			Robust consultation which may be in person and online to discuss the potential options to consider the scale of any re-design and enhancements. Followed by a formal tendering process pending outcome of consultation.








Staplegrove TA2 6EJ


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Staplegrove Play Area


			Address:			Off Manor Road, Staplegrove, TA2 6EJ


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Local


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			Low





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			36			Poor





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			17			Poor





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			13			Poor





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Swing with 1 x Junior Seat and 1 x Toddler Seat			Wetpour			All Ages


			Dish Roundabout			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Wood and Rope A Frame			Grass Matting			Junior


			Extended Wooden Balance Trail 			Grass Matting			Junior			May have foundation rot. Requires inspection.


			1 user springer			Grass Matting			Toddler





			Site Observations


			Location			The site is not particularly well located for a standard play area serving the local population. Positioned off a fairly busy Manor Road, and although there is a pathway and drop off location for cars, the community may be discouraged from utilising the play area. Taunton Green is approx. 1 mile away, and there could be other more suitable sites near the Sports Facilities such as the Sportsman Club or Football Club is space and land ownership permits.


			Access to Site			Access to the site is adequate for a small play area, with a tarmac pathway along Manor Road, and a space for cars to drop off or pick up children or wheelchair users.


			Access within Site			Access within the site is poor. There is an informal pathway made of Straw along the brick wall. There is a hard surface under the Picnic Tables, however for any users with physical limitations, this site is likely to create some challenges. 


			Fencing and Gates			The site has a brick wall along the side of Manor Road, and wooden fencing along the boundary of the adjacent property. There is 1 x pedestrian gate at the main entrance, and a maintenance gate at the opposite end.


			Seating			1 x Bench. 3 x wooden Picnic Tables.


			Landscaping			No specific landscaping has been designed into the play area. Large open space that is primarily level turf.


			Signs			1 x Play Sign at entrance to site - inadequate detail/information on sign. 


			General Comments			The location and design would suggest this site is seldom used, other than for picnics or occasional play by families in the immediate vicinity. The overall design and access needs further consideration of potential investment, or consultation with the community to suggest relocating the site. 





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			This site in terms of location and footprint is very difficult to suggest recommendations until a formal consultation is undertaken. Based on a site visit and location in relation to the surrounding population, there is the option to relocate the site altogether. This could be to the local sports facilities which seem to be a significant part of the local community. However, if this is not a feasible option, then the alternative is for the site to remain, however with improvements made.


			Equipment			The range of equipment is extremely limited and provides minimal play value in the true definition. The site and current design seems to offer a temporary picnic area that may offer some distraction for younger children, however does not fulfil the real benefit of a playground. To achieve this, additional equipment that offers more choice for a range of ages and abilities needs to be designed into the space available. 


			Surfacing			Surfacing is not a key factor of this play area, where grass matting seems to be a suitable choice. However if additional toddler equipment is added, then wetpour could be a more viable and practical option. The main surface requirement relates to the pathway, which needs to be a hardstanding surface that connects the seating area back to the main entrance. 


			Access to and within site			There are no recommendations relating to access to the site, other than to review the possibility of relocating the site. However, there is a need to improve the access within the site, specifically a new hardstanding pathway. 


			Seating			The quantity of seating for this type of site is sufficient, however the layout and condition of the seating needs consideration. With 3 x Picnic Tables in close proximity to each other, and a bench that is not accessible by a hard standing path, a re-design on adequate seating should be included with any re-design and subsequent investment. 


			Other			The site seems to be located for historical reasons rather than a facility that was created strategically as an important play facility for the community of Staplegrove. A public consultation is a high priority to provide options for the viability of this site. 





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			Low			£40,000 - £60,000			Robust consultation process for the local community to engage in and provide feedback on potential options. Depending on this outcome, consider allocation of budget to formally tender and address the agreed changes. 








Taunton Green TA2 7BA


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Taunton Green Play Area


			Address:			Off Hope Corner Lane, Taunton, TA2 7BA


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Neighbourhood


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			High





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			65			Adequate





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			47			Adequate





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			29			Good





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Tractor 			Wetpour			All Ages


			Rodeo Springer Board			Wetpour			Junior


			Redundant Frame			Wetpour			N/A			Possibly was a Basket Swing


			Multi Swing Frame (5 junior seats)			Wetpour			Junior


			Swing with 2 x junior seats			Wetpour			Junior			Considerable shrinking on wetpour edging and requires new seats.


			Traditional Roundabout			Wetpour			All Ages


			Swing with 2 x junior seats 			Wetpour			Junior			Requires new seats.


			Wheelchair Swing 			Wetpour			All Ages			Locked and needs radar key. Not accessible.


			Medium sized Multi Play Unit			Sand			Junior


			Swing with 2 x Toddler Seats			Wetpour			Toddler 


			Swing with 2 x junior seats			Wetpour			Junior			Unit and surface need refurbishing/replacing - refer inspection report


			Toddler Multi Play Unit			Grass Matting & Sand			Toddler


			2 user see-saw/springer			Wetpour			All Ages


			Small sand and sensory unit			Sand			Toddler


			Wheelchair Roundabout			Wetpour			All Ages			Does not spin - no movement at all, requires inspection and maintenance - this is likely due to the proximity to sand.





			Site Observations


			Location			The site is very well located in terms of serving the northern population of Taunton. Well positioned between Priorswood and Staplegrove, and part of a wider sports complex, the play area should be well used throughout the year.  


			Access to Site			Access to the site is very good in terms of public pathways, transport, and carparking. 


			Access within Site			Access within the site is generally good with hardstanding and level surface (tarmac and wetpour) through most of the area, however does have some barriers/challenges in the area dominated by sand. Suitable seating is limited for the size and use of this area. 


			Fencing and Gates			The area is largely open, however has natural barriers on the road side and on the side of Taunton Green. There is however, a fence separating the western end which seems to separate the toddler and junior spaces. The main entrance is an open chicane (no gate system), open area near the car park, and 2 x self closing gates and 1 x maintenance gate into the toddler space. 


			Seating			1 x Bench in toddler space. 1 x Bench in junior space.


			Landscaping			The are is nicely landscaped which creates a sense of natural play through the natural boundaries (hedging), mature trees and combined use of sand and turf with the other hardstanding surfaces. 


			Signs			2 x Play Signs - 1 at either end of the site. 


			General Comments			This site has the potential of being a significant asset and importance to the neighbouring suburbs. The design seems to be had inclusivity as a priority, however needs further thought and investment to re-design the space, and also replacement of equipment and surfacing that are in disrepair. The immediate issues include the requirement for more seating, and possibly a picnic area utilising the shade of the larger trees. 





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			The location and footprint of this site is excellent and should remain with no additional recommendations. 


			Equipment			The entire site needs a full and detailed review to understand what budget could be allocated to re-design the site and what items could remain and which require replacement. 


			Surfacing			Surfacing is problematic at this site and will need to have significant investment to replace or repair. This will need to fit in with an agreed design following any investment allocation. The sand is creating issues and needs to be replaced either in full or should be reduced. The wetpour needs repair and the brick paving and edging is creating maintenance issues with weeds.


			Access to and within site			Access to and within the site is generally excellent, however the fenced area between the 'junior' and 'toddler' zones is of no value and should be removed to improve access throughout the site. The sand area would create some challenges for less abled users, and as mentioned should be replaced or re-designed to improve movement through the area and to seating.


			Seating			Additional seating is a high priority, with added benches (back and arm rests) and picnic tables. These should all be on hardstanding with connecting pathways for improved access. Some seating should also utilise the natural shade under or near the mature trees. 


			Other			This site should be considered one of the highest priorities for the Council. It has the potential to be an exceptional site in terms of both inclusivity and accessibility, is well located and provides a good footprint. It, however currently fails in terms of the overall design and choice available. 





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			High			£120,000 - £150,000			Robust consultation which may be in person and online to discuss the potential design and enhancements of the play area. Followed by a formal tendering process pending outcome of consultation.








Victoria Park TA1 1TB


			Site Summary (August 2024)


			Site Name:			Victoria Park Play Area


			Address:			Off Victoria Gate, Taunton, TA1 1TB


			Facility Type:			Local/Neighbourhood/Destination			Destination


			Strategic Importance: 			Low/Medium/High			High





			Accessibility


			Total (score/120)			Rating


			53			Adequate





			Play Value


			Total (score/90)			Rating


			60			Good





			Inclusivity 


			Total (score/42)			Rating


			24			Adequate





			Inventory


			Item			Surfacing			Toddler/Junior/All Ages			Observations / Comments


			Medium sized Multi Play Unit 			Bark			All Ages			Components of this item may need checking for rust and deterioration  - posts and roofs.


			Swing with 2 x junior seats			Wetpour			Junior			Wetpour has significant damage.


			See-saw			Wetpour			Junior


			Swing with 2 x toddler seats			Wetpour			Toddler 


			1 user springer (turtle)			Wetpour			Toddler


			Wheelchair Roundabout			Wetpour			All Ages			Not functioning - does not spin - no movement at all, requires inspection and maintenance - this is likely due to the proximity to sand.


			Toddler Multi Play Unit with slide			Wetpour			Toddler


			Horses with Carriage			Bark			All Ages


			Small Multi Play Unit 			Wetpour			Junior			Wetpour has significant damage.


			Multiple Play, Animal & Plant Panels			N/A			All Ages


			Basket Swing			Grass Matting			All Ages


			Overhead Zip Wire			Grass Matting			Junior


			2 user rotator			Grass Matting			Junior


			High Multi Play Unit with Tube Slide 			Sand			Junior


			Ball Chute/Return			Sand			Junior


			Various Thermoplastic Markings			Tarmac			All Ages





			Site Observations


			Location			The site is very well located just to the east of central Taunton. As part of Victoria Park, the play area is a significant attraction for users of all ages most likely from the surrounding neighbourhoods and across Taunton.


			Access to Site			Access to the site is very good, with pathways and cycle ways around the Play Area, Victoria Gate Car Park with disabled parking near the entrance, and public transport along E Reach. 


			Access within Site			Access within the site seems disjointed and in certain locations inadequate, with one entrance leading onto a large bark pit, the main tower unit and tube slide is sand, and there is no clear pathway system through the play area. A ramp is present up to the large sand area, however the design and main purpose of this seems unclear, with steps connecting the sand area with the main play space on hardstanding. 


			Fencing and Gates			Fencing and gates surround the entire site, with low level playground fencing with 3 x self closing gates, and 1 x maintenance gate. Additionally there is higher meshed fencing panels around the sand area possibly to mitigate balls entering the area. 


			Seating			1 x Bench near horse and carriage unit. 2 x seats near wheelchair roundabout. Sheltered seating between play area and MUGA, and multiple benches outside of the play area.


			Landscaping			No specific landscaping has been designed into the play area, however it does have substantial mature trees in and around the site and lower level shrubs on the primary school side. However there are numerous gardens in close proximity to the play area including a wildlife and community garden. 


			Signs			Multiple signs providing information on Victoria Park and associated gardens. 1 x Play Sign. 1 x Fitness Sign (inadequate).


			General Comments			The site is an important asset and destination for families across Taunton, particularly the surrounding suburbs. With a combination of sports, fitness and play in addition to the gardens and wider Victoria Park itself, a well designed play area is a critical component. The site needs considerable investment to ensure it caters for a wide range of ages and abilities, along with the practicality for adults. 





			Site Recommendations


			Location and Footprint			The play area should remain in its current location, with a similar footprint which does complement the sports facilities and surrounding gardens. It could be slightly extended if required to the grass area between the MUGA and current play area. Alternatively, into the Volleyball Court depending on the current use and siting of that facility. 


			Equipment			The equipment is poorly located and needs a complete re-design in terms of flow, transition and how the whole area fits in with the site. Some items are extremely old and poorly maintained, other items could remain or be relocated, however this is a high priority site in terms of the equipment as a whole. The main centre piece is a great attraction to the site, and should remain, however all other aspects of this play area need a carefully considered strategy. 


			Surfacing			Surfacing is as much a priority as the equipment, with the bark and sand being problematic, and the wetpour in poor condition. Ongoing maintenance costs would be high, and the effect of the loose fill exacerbated with the proximity to the Volleyball Court/Sand Pit. There are no adequate pathway systems within the site which should be part of any re-design.


			Access to and within site			Access to the site seems to be of a good standard, however access within the site is problematic. There are no hardstanding surfaces to any seating areas, larger areas of loosefill, and various barriers creating hazards for anyone with physical limitations. 


			Seating			Additional seating at this site is also a priority with inadequate benches and any formal seating area. There should be picnic benches within the site, possibly near the existing shelter, and seating must have back and arm rests sitting on hardstanding.


			Other			This site has be designated the highest priority and suggested budget based on the strategic importance to the community, and current design, equipment and surfacing. Every effort should be made to progress with an appropriate design to make this site of a good standard for all ages and abilities. 





			Priority			Proposed Budget (Ex VAT)			Proposed Action


			High			£160,000 - £220,000			Robust consultation which may be in person and online to discuss the potential design and enhancements of the play area. Followed by a formal tendering process pending outcome of consultation.
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Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-49			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			50-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			1			1x Play Sign.


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council website with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Good pathway system to the play area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.  


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			2			Yes. Victoria Gate Car Park.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			2			Yes. Victoria Gate Car Park.


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			2			Yes. Victoria Gate Car Park.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			Public Transport (buses) less than 5 minute walk.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			2			Yes.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			1			Poor access into the site.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			1			Limited hardstanding pathways.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			1			Limited with one entrance via steps.


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			2			Yes


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			2			Yes


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			2			Yes


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			2			Benches and seats availble.


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			0			No.


			iii			Include backrests			1			Some seating has no backrests.


			iv			Include armrests			0			No.


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			2			Yes.


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			2			Yes.  


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			1			Some areas would create difficulty to supervise or monitor children.


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			2			Yes.


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Yes. May require bike racks.


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			0			There are multiple barriers across the site.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			0			Poorly designated and marked access routes.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			1			Various obstructions throughout site such as play equipment near the entrances, benches, possible location of pushchairs and bikes.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			1			Various hazards on site such as location of basket swings, embankment slide run off, and general dynamic equipment.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			1			The location of both toddler and junior equipment is muddled and mixed. There is also Volleyball Court and a MUGA which would certainly create a risk of intimidation.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			2			Existing seats and sheltered seating.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			1			There is one picnic table outside of the play area.


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			2			Yes.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			1			Children would have to remove themselves completely away from the play area to disengage from sensory exposure.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			2			Yes. Shops close by.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None. There are maps for other parts of Victoria Park, however not the play area.


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			2			Yes.


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						53			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			2			Swinging			3


			Sliding			2			Sliding			3


			Rocking			2			Rocking			2


			Rotating/ Spinning			1			Rotating/ Spinning			2


			Climbing			3			Climbing			3


			Crawling/ Scrambling			2			Hanging/ Gliding			2


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			1


			Balance/ Traversing			1			Balance/ Traversing			2


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			2			Social play, interaction with others			3


			Physical challenges			2			Physical challenges			3


			Imaginative play			2			Imaginative play			2


			Sensory experiences			2			Sensory experiences			2


			Problem Solving/ Educational			2			Problem Solving/ Educational			1


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			3			Competitive play			2


			Interaction with natural environment			2			Interaction with natural environment			1


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			28			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			32


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			60			Good - Low Priority





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			0			This site has poor boundaries in terms of age specific zones, abilities and the overall design.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			2			The site is very well landscaped and a good amount of planting and mature trees.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			0			Signage is inadequate and needs replacing/updating.


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			3			Good quantity of physical play for all ages.


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			2			Good sand play for toddlers with some play panels.


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			3			High quantity of dynamic play.


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			0			None


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			2			Various sensory play based on the sand, play panels, high tower unit, and general planting and gardens nearby.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			2			Some role play and imagination play with the horses and carriage. Also the elevated height of the play tower.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			3			Equipment would encourage taking turns and helping, such as the overhead Zip Wire, roundabouts, swings, slides on the tall unit and dual user rotating item.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			2			Although there is seating provided it requires improved benches, in better locations.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Wheelchair Roundabout


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Basket Swing.


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			1			Wheelchair Roundabout


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			2			Plenty of space around these items.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						24			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above
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Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			2			2 x Play Signs.


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Good pathway system to the play area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.  


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes. 


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			2			Yes. Street and car park.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			3			Plenty of parking.


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			2			Yes . 2 x Disabled parking bays.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			Public Transport (buses) less than 5 minute walk.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			2			Yes.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Yes.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			2			Yes. Red Gates.


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			2			Yes


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			2			Yes


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			2			3 x Benches. 


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			2			Yes.  (Not the bench in toddler area)


			iii			Include backrests			2			Yes


			iv			Include armrests			0			No 


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			2			Yes


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			0			No other than trees.


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			2			Yes.


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			2			Yes.


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Yes. May require bike racks.


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			2			There are areas of sand that may create difficulties. However generally across the site it would be accessible.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			2			Adequate designated and appropriate surfacing. However could be improved in the toddler area.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			2			Generally free of obstructions.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			2			No hazards of note.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			2			To reach the toddler space, users would have to pass via the junior zone. However it would be unlikely to create any significant issues. The fencing should be removed between the two zones.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			1			No formal seating other than the natural landscape and adult benches.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			0			None


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			3			There is plenty of shade available.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			2			It would be easy for children to remove themselves from any active and sensory exposure onto the main recreational field.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			2			There is a convenience store approx 5 minute walk.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			0			None.


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0			None.


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						65			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			3			Swinging			3


			Sliding			1			Sliding			1


			Rocking			1			Rocking			1


			Rotating/ Spinning			2			Rotating/ Spinning			2


			Climbing			1			Climbing			2


			Crawling/ Scrambling			1			Hanging/ Gliding			1


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			1			Balance/ Traversing			1


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			2			Social play, interaction with others			3


			Physical challenges			1			Physical challenges			2


			Imaginative play			2			Imaginative play			1


			Sensory experiences			2			Sensory experiences			1


			Problem Solving/ Educational			1			Problem Solving/ Educational			1


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			2			Competitive play			2


			Interaction with natural environment			3			Interaction with natural environment			3


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			23			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			24


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			47			Adequate 





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above





&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Site Name:&"Century Gothic,Regular" Taunton Green Play Area	&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Type:&"Century Gothic,Regular" Neighbourhood

	&"Century Gothic,Regular"&10Assessment date: August 2024 



&"Century Gothic,Regular"&7© The copyright of this document is owned by Sports & Play Consulting. It may not be reproduced without permission.	






Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			3			Very good boundary treatment with hedging along the two sides.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			3			Very good landscaping, planting and trees.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			1			Signage is in adequate in terms of information supplied/location.


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			2			Good quantity of physical play for all ages.


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			2			Good sand play for toddlers. May need some game / play panels.


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			3			High quantity of dynamic play - mainly swinging.


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			2			Wheelchair swing and Wheelchair Roundabout. 


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			2			Good amount of sensory play based.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			1			Some role play and imagination play in the toddler space.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			3			Equipment would encourage taking turns and helping each other, such as roundabouts, swings and junior multi play unit.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			1			Inadequate seating for this site for families to gather and any wheelchair access.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			2			Wheelchair swing and Wheelchair Roundabout. 


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			0			None.


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			2			Wheelchair swing and Wheelchair Roundabout. 


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			2			These items have space around them however the Wheelchair Swing seems to be locked and could create difficulties with use.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						29			Good - Low Priority


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above





&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Site Name:&"Century Gothic,Regular" Taunton Green Play Area
	&"Century Gothic,Bold"&14Type:&"Century Gothic,Regular" Neighbourhood
 	&"Century Gothic,Regular"&10Assessment date: August 2024 



&"Century Gothic,Regular"&7© The copyright of this document is owned by Sports & Play Consulting. It may not be reproduced without permission.	






image1.png


N
Sz

Sports & Play Consulting
INDEPENDENT ADVICE












Staplegrove - Accessibility-Inclusive-PlayValue Assessments - Appendix 1j.xlsx

Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			1			1 x Play Sign 


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			1			Poor pathway system to site.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			1			Adequate condition from the north.


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			1			Yes. Pathway from north has dropped kerb.


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			2			Yes.  


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			0			Limited to no parking.


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			0			None.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			Public Transport (buses) less than 5 minute walk.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			1			Limited safe crossings and access to site.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			1			Limited pathway system.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			0			No.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			0			No.


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			1			Yes.


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			1			Yes.


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			2			1 bench and 3 x Picnic Tables.


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			0			No.


			iii			Include backrests			1			Yes


			iv			Include armrests			1			Yes.  


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			0			No.


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			0			No


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			2			Yes.


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			2			Yes.


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Yes.  


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			1			The site is level however pathways and visual references are poor.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			0			No.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			2			No obvious obstructions.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			2			No significant hazards of note, other than the main road adjacent to the site. 


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			1			Due to the type and location of equipment, there is a risk of this site being used by older children that could create some intimidation.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			1			No formal seating other than pinic tables.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			2			Yes. However wheelchairs users may have difficulty reaching the picnic tables and using them as designed.


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			0			No natural shade near the play area.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			1			There is a large enough space that would allow children to retreat and disengage from the play area.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			0			No obvious facilities.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			0


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						36			Poor


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			1			Swinging			1


			Sliding			0			Sliding			0


			Rocking			1			Rocking			0


			Rotating/ Spinning			1			Rotating/ Spinning			1


			Climbing			0			Climbing			1


			Crawling/ Scrambling			0			Hanging/ Gliding			0


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			1			Balance/ Traversing			3


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			1			Social play, interaction with others			1


			Physical challenges			0			Physical challenges			1


			Imaginative play			0			Imaginative play			0


			Sensory experiences			0			Sensory experiences			0


			Problem Solving/ Educational			0			Problem Solving/ Educational			0


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			0			Competitive play			2


			Interaction with natural environment			1			Interaction with natural environment			1


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			6			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			11


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			17			Poor





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			2			The play area is well defined based on the equipment and general space, however there is overlap between junior and toddler.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			1			Minimal trees near play area, however there are some located on the boundary of the site.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			0			Signage is inadequate.


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			1			Adequate provision and open space for this type of play area, however needs improvement.


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			0			None.


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			1			Swings, rocker and dish roundabout.


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			0			None


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			1			Minimal sensory experiences other than the natural landscape.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			0			None.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			2			Equipment would encourage helping each other and taking turns.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			2			Adequate seating for this purpose.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			0			None.


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Dish Roundabout.


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			0			None.


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			2			Plenty of space available.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						13			Poor - High Priority


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above
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Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			1			1 x Play Sign hidden by planting.


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Good pathway system to the play area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.  


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			2			Yes. End of Cleeve Road.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			1			Some street parking.


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			0			None observed in close proximity.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			Public Transport (buses) less than 5 minute walk.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			2			Yes. 


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			1			Only to junior space from Cleeve Road.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			1			Poor condition.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			0			No drop kerbs observed at either entrance.


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			0			None.


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			1			Poor gate system into toddler space.


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			2			Yes


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			2			2 x Benches in toddler space. 2 x Benches in junior space.


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			1			Yes in junior space seating.


			iii			Include backrests			2			Yes


			iv			Include armrests			0			No 


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			1			Some shade available.


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			1			Only the pavilion.


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			1			There is considerable seperation between junior and toddler spaces. 


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			2			Yes.  


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Yes. May require bike racks.


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			1			No. There are multiple barriers throughout the toddler and junior spaces.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			0			Poorly designated and marked access routes. Only one entrance to the toddler site which does not have appopriate surfacing and in poor condition.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			1			Various obstructions throughout site mainly the surfacing condition in the junior area. Also the gate and fence sytem seperating the two zones.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			2			No significant hazards to note.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			0			Considerable amount of potential intimidation based on the position and access to the toddler space. This could be an unsafe area for many users.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			0			No seating designated for children other than the existing adult benches.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			0			None


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			1			They would need to sit on the ground.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			0			Minimal space to retreat and disengage.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			1			No obvious shops however there are toilets which would may have drinking water when open.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			2			Yes.


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0			No.


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						41			Adequate - Low Priority


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			3			Swinging			3


			Sliding			2			Sliding			2


			Rocking			3			Rocking			0


			Rotating/ Spinning			1			Rotating/ Spinning			0


			Climbing			2			Climbing			2


			Crawling/ Scrambling			0			Hanging/ Gliding			2


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			1			Balance/ Traversing			2


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			2			Social play, interaction with others			3


			Physical challenges			2			Physical challenges			2


			Imaginative play			2			Imaginative play			1


			Sensory experiences			0			Sensory experiences			0


			Problem Solving/ Educational			0			Problem Solving/ Educational			0


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			0			Competitive play			2


			Interaction with natural environment			2			Interaction with natural environment			1


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			20			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			20


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			40			Adequate 





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			0			Poor boundary and layout for this type of play area. Unclear on access and significant seperation of zones.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			2			Adequate natural play and planting/trees in toddler space.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			0			1 x Play sign that is obscured and with inadequate information.


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			2			Good quantity of physical play for all ages.


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			0			Minimal mastery and object play.


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			2			Good amount of dynamic play.


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			0			None


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			1			Minimal sensory experiences other than loosefill (bark) and natural landscape.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			1			Some pretend play with tractor and trailor.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			2			Equipment would encourage taking turns and helping, such as swings, climbing stack, and overhead zip wire.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			1			Better seating is required that could be used in family groups and with improved access.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			0			None.


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			2			Basket Swing and Inclusive See Saw.


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			1			Basket Swing only.


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			2			Plenty of space for these items.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						16			Adequate - Low Priority


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above
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Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			1			1 x Play Sign in toddler space.


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Good pathway system to the play area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			1			Some areas of pathway need repair.


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes.  


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			0			None.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			1			Limited street parking.


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			0			None observed in close proximity.


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			Public Transport (buses) less than 5 minute walk.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			2			Yes.  


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			0			None.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			0			None.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			0			None.


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			2			Yes. Yellow Gate.


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			2			Yes


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			0			No.


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			1			1 x Bench near junior space. Picnic table in toddler space.


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			0			No.


			iii			Include backrests			1			1 x Bench in junior space.


			iv			Include armrests			1			1 x Bench in junior space.


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			1			Yes


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			2			Yes - nearer entrance to park.


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			2			Yes.   


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			2			Yes.   


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Yes.   


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			1			The play zones can be accessed via the natural turf, however may create difficulties for children or carers with disabilities. 


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			0			No designated access routes.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			2			No obstructions of note.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			2			No hazards of note, however it is adjacent to a water course.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			1			The site is poorly overlooked and a little remote from the rest of the recreational space.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			1			Yes. In the toddler space is a picnic table.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			1			Picnic Table. 


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			2			They would need to sit on the ground or the 1 x bench available.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			2			There is large open space near the toddler area with trees and turf that could be used as a quieter space to disengage.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			2			There are shops within a 5 minute walk.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			0


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						43			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			1			Swinging			2


			Sliding			1			Sliding			1


			Rocking			2			Rocking			0


			Rotating/ Spinning			0			Rotating/ Spinning			1


			Climbing			1			Climbing			2


			Crawling/ Scrambling			1			Hanging/ Gliding			1


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			0			Balance/ Traversing			1


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			0			Social play, interaction with others			2


			Physical challenges			1			Physical challenges			2


			Imaginative play			1			Imaginative play			0


			Sensory experiences			0			Sensory experiences			0


			Problem Solving/ Educational			0			Problem Solving/ Educational			0


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			0			Competitive play			1


			Interaction with natural environment			1			Interaction with natural environment			1


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			9			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			14


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			23			Poor





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			2			The toddler spaces is clearly designated and fenced, with the junior area fairly compacted with the equipment defining the space.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			2			The surrounding area is very well landscaped and full of planting and mature trees.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			0			Signage is missing and needs to be installed with adequate information. 


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			1			Inadequate range for this site.


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			0			None.


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			2			Adequate provision of swinging and rocking, however still missing some other key experiences.


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			0			None


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			0			None.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			0			None.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			1			Minimal other than springers and basket swing.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			1			Minimal provision, more seating is required.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			0			None.


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Basket Swing.


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			0			None other than natural turf.


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			1			There is enough space around the Basket Swing.


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						11			Poor


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above
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Accessible


			Playground Accessibility Assessment


			The purpose of this assessment is to grade how easy it is for a family to find their way to a public play area and then to gain access into & around that play area. Remember that barriers to access can be physical, cognitive and cultural. 


			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-39			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			40-79			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			80-120			Good


			High or very good provision			3


			Section 1			 Routes to visit the park


			A			Signage from outside the park and/or play area			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are there physical signs?			1			1 x sign in the toddler area.


			ii			Are there any on-line tools, maps or signposting (e.g. a Council website with information)?			2			Yes there are details on the Town Council web site with mapping details


			iii			Does signposting include pictures/ graphics & is not solely reliant on written text in English?			0			No.


			B			Pavements/ cycle routes			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			2			Good pathway system to the play area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			2			Yes.  


			iii			Include gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			2			Yes. 


						For destination locations:


			C			Access by car			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Is there a drop off place for cars to use?			2			Yes. Children's Centre.


			ii			Is there parking nearby?			2			Plenty Street Parking and Public Car Park


			iii			Is there designated accessible (wider) parking spaces nearby?			2			Public Car Park across the Eastwick Road


			D			Access by public transport			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Can the site be accessed by public transport?			2			Public Transport (buses) less than 5 minute walk.


			ii			Are there safe crossing routes to the play area?			2			Yes.


			Section 2			Routes into the play area from the wider parkland


			A			Foot / cycle paths			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			At least 1.2m wide or wider?			1			Only into toddler area.


			ii			Hard surfaced & in good condition?			1			Yes. Only in toddler area.


			iii			Gentle slopes and dropped kerbs?			1			Yes.


			B			Gates			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Highlighted in a contrasting colour to surrounding fencing			2			Yes. Yellow Gates.


			ii			At least 1.2m wide opening			2			Yes.


			iii			Located on a pathway route or hardstanding			2			Yes.


			Section 3			Provision for parents & carers comfort (who may themselves have a disability)


			A			Benches			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Are benches provided for adults?			1			Minimal seating available. 


			ii			Accessible by hard surfaced pathway			0			No.


			iii			Include backrests			1			Yes. Only in toddler area.


			iv			Include armrests			1			Yes. Only in toddler area.


			B			Is there any shade provided for adult carers?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						E.g. this could be provided by a large tree			1			Yes


						For destination locations:


			C			Provision of shelter from rain			2			Yes


			D			Good level of visibility across the site for ‘hands-off’ carer supervision from a distance 			1			Toddler and junior areas are separated by a long distance.


			E			Is there sufficient space for parking pushchairs in or very near to a toddler space?			1			Some space in toddler area. 


			F			Is there sufficient space for parking bicycles in or very near to a junior space?			2			Yes. May require bike racks.


			Section 4			Accessibility to play activities


			A			Access to all play zones and activity areas by all children?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Can all the play zones and activity areas be accessed by children and carers with physical, sensory & cognitive disabilities?			1			There are multiple barriers across the junior area.


			B			Are physical access routes…			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Marked on the ground (considers appropriate surfacing type, colour markings, textures, ground contours, conditions in poor weather)			1			Poorly designated and marked access routes into the junior area.


			ii			Free of obstructions (e.g. benches, bicycles, pushchairs, low hanging tree branches)			0			No obvious obstructions.


			iii			Free of potential hazards (e.g. swinging equipment, slide run-outs, opening gates etc)			1			No obvious hazards, however the site is adjacent to a busy Eastwick Road.


			iv			Free of intimidation (e.g. not forced to pass by much older children, ball play or boisterous play zones)			1			The toddler area is close to a ball court and skate park which could create some intimidation.


			Section 5			Accessibility to resting, recharging & time out for children 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			A			Is seating provided for children?			1			2 x Picnic Tables plus some mounding and turf for informal seating.


			B			Are tables provided (e.g. for picnics or to rest a drink container?) with the option for a wheelchair to pull up?			1			2 x Picnic Tables however access to these is restricted.


			C			Is there shade available for children to rest in?			2			There is some shade available around the Junior area.


						For destination locations:


			D			Is there a quiet, sheltered space where children can retreat to feel relief and to disengage from sensory exposure?			2			Yes.


			E			Is there a café or drinking water fountain or other refreshment facilities nearby (e.g. a shop)?			2			Yes. There are shops close by.


			Section 6			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Is a map provided to help visitors understand the layout and orientation of the play zones?			0			None


			B			Does it keep text minimal & include pictorial / graphical information and/ or Braille?			0			None


			Section 7			Other elements			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						For destination locations:


			A			Are there toilet facilities? Are they accessible?			0


			B			Are there changing facilities?			0


			Maximum potential Accessibility Score						120


			Actual Accessibility Score for this play area						50			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			40			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			60			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			80			or above
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Play Value


			Play Value Assessment


			The Play Value Assessment is to consider the current play provision in terms of equipment and what function this is primarily designed to provide and for what age group. There are two key categories of functionality: Physical and Personal Development. These are then broken down into two age groups: Under 7 years and 7 or older.























			Individual values			Score			Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0			0-29			Poor


			Low or single provision			1			30-59			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2			60-90			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Under 7 years of age			Score			7 years or older			Score


			Physical & Gross Motor play functions


			Swinging			2			Swinging			2


			Sliding			1			Sliding			1


			Rocking			2			Rocking			0


			Rotating/ Spinning			1			Rotating/ Spinning			2


			Climbing			1			Climbing			1


			Crawling/ Scrambling			1			Hanging/ Gliding			2


			Jumping/ Bouncing			0			Jumping/ Bouncing			0


			Balance/ Traversing			1			Balance/ Traversing			1


			Personal Development play functions


			Social, parallel (alongside) play			2			Social play, interaction with others			2


			Physical challenges			1			Physical challenges			1


			Imaginative play			2			Imaginative play			1


			Sensory experiences			1			Sensory experiences			0


			Problem Solving/ Educational			0			Problem Solving/ Educational			0


			Finite motor play (finger tracing etc)			0			Competitive play			1


			Interaction with natural environment			1			Interaction with natural environment			1


			Total score for under 7's (maximum 45)			16			Total score for over 7's (maximum 45)			15


			Overall Scoring Result                        (Maximum of 90 points)			31			Adequate - Low





			Notes on scoring:


			It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


			A small 'local' play area should ideally score			30			or above


			A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			45			or above


			A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			60			or above
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Inclusive


			Playground Inclusivity Assessment


			This Inclusivity Assessment grades how well a play area includes children of all abilities, disabilities and backgrounds, and by design how it encourages everyone to join in. The purpose of this assessment is to grade how useable a play area is by all children once a family has been able to find their way to it (considered in the Accessibility Assessment). Remember that barriers to inclusion can be physical, cognitive and cultural.


			Individual values			Score						Total Score			Rating


			Non-existent			0						0-13			Poor


			Low or single provision			1						14-28			Adequate


			Medium or adequate provision			2						29-42			Good


			High or very good provision			3





			Section 1			General site features


			A			Does the play area have clearly defined or appropriate boundaries?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Boundary treatments are very site specific and requirements will depend on the location, setting, surroundings and type of play area			1			Only the toddler space has a clearly defined play area. The junior area is poorly defined with no specific boundaries.


			B			Are planting & trees present?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						They can provide benefits like shade, scent and sound along with biodiversity and opportunities for exploration, manipulative & fantasy play			1			There are some planting and trees that could encourage exploration and fantasy play.


			C			Signage			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Is signage easy to understand (pictorial / graphical information & minimal text), provided at a height everyone can easily see (both sitting and/ or standing)?			0			Poor signage and information.


			Section 2			Physical & Locomotor play


			A			How many grades of opportunities are there for physical locomotor play			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Open space, climbing, crawling, scrambling etc with various degrees or grades of challenge for different abilities			1			Limited number of physical play opportunities.


			B			What opportunities are there for mastery & object play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Play with sand (or other loose-fill materials), Finger tracing games & puzzles, grip & grasp of interactive moving/ components			1			Limited to no mastery and object play.


			Section 3			Sensory & Dynamic play experiences & interactions


			A			How many opportunities are there for experiencing dynamic movement (Proprioception) & balance (Vestibular)			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			Swinging, spinning, gliding, sliding, rocking, bouncing etc			2			Adequate number of dynamic opportunities - swings, overhead rotator, roundabout.


			ii			What, if any, provision is there for children with complex needs to be included in the above (e.g., can a safety harness be fitted, is it available on site? Or is there an adult size seat available?			1			Mirage / Inclusive Seat in Toddler space.


			B			Which of the senses can be engaged and enjoyed as a solo experience or while interacting with others?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Sight/ visual, Sound/ hearing, Scent/ smell, Touch / tactile			1			Minimal sensory experiences in both junior and toddler spaces.


			Section 4			Imaginative, Fantasy & Creative play


			A			How many opportunities are there for Fantasy, Imaginative & Role Play?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Pretend play, role play, sparks imagination, accessed from ground level & elevated places			1			Some role play / imagination play in the Toddler space - new multi play themed unit.


			Section 5			Social Play, Cooperation & Communication


			A			How many opportunities are there to engage in 'playing together & active cooperation' 			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Communicating about turn-taking, joining in, showing the way &/or helping each other, & game playing (could be hopscotch, snakes & ladders, chess etc)			2			Equipment would encourage taking turns and helping, such as roundabouts, swings and dual user rotating item.


			B			What opportunities are there for families to meet & gather comfortably?			Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


						Consider provision & position of seating, picnic tables, perch points & circulation space			1			Inadequate for the site, more seating is required and access to seating areas.


			Section 6			Inclusion of children with severe physical disabilities


									Score 0-3			Notes/ comments


			i			What provision is there for direct wheelchair access or walking aid access onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			1			Wheelchair roundabout.


			ii			What provision is there for wheelchair or walking aid users to transition out of or away from their aid onto any of the above play activities, especially to elevated or moving activities?			2			Basket Swing and Toddler Swings (Mirage Seat).


			iii			How many of the 'inclusive' play features described above are accessible via a firm, even ground surface?			1			No hard surface to Basket Swing (compacted stone).


			iv			How many of the above play activities have enough space to enable a carer to aid a child with access?			2			No space issues with the above play activities. 


			Total Inclusivity Score for this play area                         (maximum of 42 points)						18			Adequate


			Notes on scoring:


						It is accepted that different play areas have different purposes and depending on their size, location and purpose can be broadly defined as being 'local', 'neighbourhood' or 'destination' locations. It is expected that small sites, defined as 'local' may score relatively low, whereas large 'destination' sites should score as close to the maximum as possible. 


						A small 'local' play area should ideally score			14			or above


						A medium 'neighbourhood' play area should ideally score			22			or above


						A large 'destination' play area should ideally score			30			or above
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