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Background
The expanded Stiperstones Landscape NNR was declared in August 2025 and incorporated the existing Stiperstones NNR, increasing its size from 442 hectares to more than 1500 hectares of land along the Stiperstones Ridge.  The NNR is managed as a partnership between Natural England, Forestry England, Shropshire County Council, Shropshire Wildlife Trust, Linley Estate and the Middle Marches Community Land Trust.
The NNR is predominantly an upland landscape incorporating a range of habitats including heath, upland oak woodlands, species rich hay meadows, acid grassland and wetland habitats.  The site supports an array of important species including small pearl bordered fritillary, red grouse, dormouse, pied flycatcher and the bilberry bumblebee.
Background to the specific work area relevant to this purchase 
The purchase of the remote control flail/mulcher will allow the NNR partners to manage problem species and undertake habitat management.  This will include cutting of bracken, bramble, dwarf shrubs such as heather as well as tree saplings and scrub that might be encroaching on target habitats.   
Requirement
We are looking to purchase a remote controlled flail/mulcher with the following specifications:
•	40HP output
•	Cutting width of 1.3m or 1.6m
•	Hydraulic lift -300mm to +400mm
•	Remote control operation of up to 150m.
•	Max Weight 1120kg
•	Operational gradient up to 55 degrees
•	Two Auxillary Services
•	Dual joystick control for movement + attachment height  
•	Remote Control rotor speed and gearing control

Also a mulcher head with the following specifications:

•	Ultra heavy hammer flails
•	Hydraulic front hood
•	100mm cutting capacity
•	3000rpm rotor speed
•	+/- 14 degree head angling and floatation
•	315kg weight

Sustainability 
Natural England protects and improves the environment and is committed to reducing the sustainability impacts of its activities directly and through its supply chains.  We expect the Contractor to share this commitment and adopt a sound, proactive sustainable approach in keeping with the 25 yr environmental plan/our commitments compliant with all applicable legislation. This includes understanding and reducing direct and indirect sustainability impacts and realising opportunities, including but not restricted to; resilience to climate change, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, water use and quality, biosecurity, resource efficiency and waste, reducing the risk of pollution, biodiversity, modern slavery and equality, diversity & inclusion, negative community impacts.
As a delivery partner, the successful contractor is expected to pursue sustainability in their operations, thereby ensuring the Contracting Authority is not contracting with a supplier whose operational outputs run contrary to the Contracting Authority’s objectives. The successful contractor will need to approach the project with a focus on the entire life cycle of the project
Outputs and Contract Management
	Reference
	Deliverable
	Responsible Party
	Date of completion

	Delivery of equipment 
	13/03/2026
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