Clarifications to bidders questions

	Question
	Answer

	Q1 - With the current surveys covering 121 sand dune sites; Do you have an estimated number of features/polygons that are required to be mapped?

	No, we don’t unfortunately have this information, two examples of the scanned paper maps ie Sandwich Bay and Ainsdale Dunes were provided with the tender opportunity.  If useful we can try and provide a zip file of all the pdf/ tiff files although I need to see whether this is possible.
The scanned sand dune maps are available as a mixture of pdf and tiff format files, which can be sent by email to bidders as multiple zip folders on request should this help with your proposal.  Bidders should email Louise Denning louise.denning@naturalengland.org.uk


	Q2 - Have all of the required paper maps been scanned - or is there scope for additional maps to be included?

	All of the paper maps have been scanned - with the exception of the Isle of Scilly, Grune Point and Silloth to Maryport Dunes which need rescanning- these will be scanned before the start of the project.  


	Q3 - Alongside the data capture methods report, do you require the final deliverable to be a Geodatabase including habitat polygons and point features for Quadrat and Target Note Locations? 

	Yes.


	Q4 - Is it advised/best practice to use CASI/LiDAR Habitat Map and the Priority Habitat Inventory (Coastal Sand Dunes) as a robust baseline in which to quality assure the spatial extent of the dunes (accounting for changes since the original surveys)?

	These documents have been mentioned as supporting information - but the digitising process ie capturing the historical survey should be possible without their use.  We are not expecting the contractor to make any evaluation of change as part of this contract.    It should be noted that the CASI/LiDAR Habitat Map is only available for selected SAC sites, and while the PHI Coastal Sand Dunes polygon will show current dune habitat it does not distinguish between dune types.


	
	



