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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/086314-2025 

Contract

CEFAS25-92 Contract for statistical framework for data
limited stocks (Cefas DA)

CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENT, FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE SCIENCE

UK7: Contract details notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information about notice types

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-086314
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-05fdc8 
Published 29 December 2025, 2:01pm

Scope 

Reference

C32529

Description

Scientific advice on stock sustainability and catch limits is provided by the international
Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) on a stock-by-stock basis, without
considering interactions between stocks. These interactions, such as predator-prey
dynamics, resource competition (biological interactions), and mixed fisheries interactions
where multiple stocks are caught together and by different fisheries (technical
interactions), affect the achievement of policy goals under the UK Fisheries Act 2020.
Gathering the necessary evidence to integrate these processes into management advice
will support the UK’s transition towards an ecosystem-based approach to fisheries
management (EAFM) and achievement of the objectives set out in the Fisheries Act 2020.

Defra have commissioned Cefas to deliver a project that will support four objectives under
the Fisheries Act 2020:

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/086314-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/086314-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
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1.

the sustainability objective - fish and aquaculture activities are environmentally
sustainable in the long term;

2.

the precautionary objective - the precautionary approach to fisheries management is
applied, and exploitation of marine stocks restores and maintains populations of
harvested species above biomass levels capable of producing maximum sustainable
yield;

3.

the ecosystem objective - fish and aquaculture activities are managed using an
ecosystem-based approach to ensure that their negative impacts on marine ecosystems
are minimised and, where possible, reversed;

4.

the scientific evidence objective - the management of fish and aquaculture activities is
based on the best available scientific advice; and

Requirement:

The Supplier will provide statistical modelling services to contribute to the development of
methods for improving ways that take account of mixed fisheries interactions in
management advice; specifically on incorporating interactions of fisheries with data-limited
stocks in mixed fisheries models. The Supplier will work with the Cefas C8504 project
team to advise on statistical and methodological aspects of tools to incorporate data-
limited stocks in mixed fisheries models, contribute to the development of code and
publication of the work in a peer reviewed journal. The development of tools and models
will enable management advice to be broadened to take account a greater range of
stocks, contributing to an improved evidence base on which to make decisions about the
management of mixed fisheries.
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Contract 1. CEFAS25-92 Contract for statistical framework for
data limited stocks

Supplier

Atlantic Technological University (ATU)

Contract value

£20,000 excluding VAT

£20,000 including VAT

Below the relevant threshold

Date signed

12 December 2025

Contract dates

13 December 2025 to 31 March 2026

3 months, 19 days

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

73110000 - Research services
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Contract locations

UK - United Kingdom

Procedure 

Procedure type

Below threshold - without competition

Supplier 

Atlantic Technological University (ATU)

Port Road

Letterkenny

F92 FC93

Ireland

Email: coilin.minto@atu.ie

Small or medium-sized enterprise (SME): No

Voluntary, community or social enterprise (VCSE): No

mailto:coilin.minto@atu.ie


Page 5 to 5

Contract 1. CEFAS25-92 Contract for statistical framework for data limited stocks

Contracting authority 

CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENT, FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE SCIENCE

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PPGW-5299-JGTN

Pakefield Road

Lowestoft

NR33 0HT

United Kingdom

Email: procure@cefas.gov.uk

Website: https://defra-family.force.com/s/Welcome

Region: UKH14 - Suffolk

Organisation type: Public authority - sub-central government
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