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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/074178-2025 

Planning

NOC Research Vessel Dry-Dock Refit and Maintenance
Contract 2026

National Oceanography Centre

UK3: Planned procurement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information about notice
types 

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-074178
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-0596f1 (view related notices)
Published 14 November 2025, 5:39pm

Scope 

Reference

2025PRNOC-1028

Description

The National Oceanography Centre (NOC) is planning an accelerated open procedure
under section 20(2)(a) of the Procurement Act 2023. This means any interested and
qualified supplier may submit a tender. The process is fully transparent and follows the
requirements of the Act and associated Regulations. All tender documentation, including
this specification, will be available through the MyTenders portal. Suppliers are advised to
register now to be ready for the release of tender documents.

This planned procurement will be conducted with a state of urgency under an accelerated
open procedure in accordance with Section 54 of the Procurement Act 2023, which
governs time limits for competitive tendering procedures. Section 54(3) and (4) permit the
reduction of minimum time periods where there is a state of urgency that makes
compliance with standard time limits impracticable. The NOC is planning to launch the

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/074178-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/074178-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/procurement/ocds-h6vhtk-0596f1
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procedure by the 21.11.2025 with the minimum tendering period of 10 Days. We are
publishing this advance notice to give suppliers time to register on our e-tendering
platform and prepare their teams ahead of an urgent tender. Full documentation will follow
in one week, our aim is to support suppliers with as much notice as possible.

The urgency arises because the planned extension of the existing PCR2015-compliant
contract process has fallen through unexpectedly. The vessels must undergo refit within
fixed operational windows to maintain programme commitments for 2026. Delays would
result in significant operational disruption and risk to scientific missions, which cannot be
rescheduled without major impact on public benefit and research obligations.

Accordingly, the tendering period will be shortened to the minimum permitted under
Section 54 for urgent cases, while ensuring suppliers have sufficient time to prepare
compliant bids. All associated tender documents will be published simultaneously with the
tender notice to support this accelerated process.

This procurement is for the urgent dry-dock refit and maintenance of two research
vessels, RRS Discovery and RRS James Cook, during 2026. The RRS Discovery
requires an intermediate docking survey and associated dry-dock works in April 2026,
while the RRS James Cook is scheduled for a dry-dock refit between May and August
2026. Both refits must be completed in dry dock to meet statutory and operational
requirements.

The scope of the contract will be fully detailed in the tender documentation. The contract
is intended to establish an overarching agreement that enables the call-off of two distinct
work packages, one for each vessel. This approach is designed to allow suppliers to focus
their tender submissions on demonstrating their capability and capacity to deliver the
required services, rather than responding to highly prescriptive or vessel-specific work
packages. The detailed technical scope and minimum requirements will be set out in the
tender documentation to ensure transparency and fairness.

While the tender will set out all minimum requirements necessary for compliance and
operational delivery, the contract will also provide scope for additional works where
proportionate and justified, ensuring flexibility and value for money. This structure is
intended to ensure that suppliers are evaluated on their ability to meet the minimum
requirements and demonstrate capacity, experience, and readiness to deliver within the
specified timeframes.

The anticipated value of the contract is between £2 million and £3 million. All works must
be planned, scheduled, and delivered within the specified docking windows to ensure the
vessels are returned to service on time. All works must be carried out at shipyard facilities
approved by the contracting authority, with full adherence to all regulations.
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Total value (estimated)

£3,000,000 excluding VAT

£3,600,000 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)

19 December 2025 to 18 December 2026

1 year

Main procurement category

Services

Additional procurement category

Goods

CPV classifications

50241100 - Vessel repair services

50245000 - Upgrading services of ships

50246100 - Dry-docking services

Contract locations

UK - United Kingdom
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Participation 

Legal and financial capacity conditions of participation

These will be detailed in the tender documentation and UK4 Notice.

Technical ability conditions of participation

These will be detailed in the tender documentation and UK4 Notice.

Submission 

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

21 November 2025

Enquiry deadline

27 November 2025, 12:00pm

Tender submission deadline

1 December 2025, 12:00pm

Submission address and any special instructions
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All tenders must be submitted electronically via www.mytenders.co.uk. Submissions by
email or post will not be accepted.

Tenders may be submitted electronically

Yes

Languages that may be used for submission

English

Award decision date (estimated)

5 December 2025

Procedure 

Procedure type

Open procedure

Reduced tendering period

Yes

State of urgency - minimum 10 days

https://www.mytenders.co.uk
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Contracting authority 

National Oceanography Centre

Companies House: 11444362

Charity Commission (England and Wales): 1185265

Scottish Charity Register: SC049896

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PYLV-3456-PMCQ

National Oceanography Centre

Southampton

SO14 3ZH

United Kingdom

Email: noc_tenders@noc.ac.uk

Website: https://noc.ac.uk/

Region: UKJ32 - Southampton

Organisation type: Public authority - sub-central government
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