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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/071675-2025

Award
Criminal Law Advice

Post Office Limited

UKS5: Transparency notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information about notice types
Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-071675

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-05dbed (view related notices)

Published 6 November 2025, 2:36pm

Scope

Description

Criminal law advice to Post Office Limited ('POL') in respect of criminal appeals,
disclosure and matters relating to POL's former role as prosecutor, support in relation to
the Metropolitan Police investigation and to provide subject matter expert advice to POL's
Inquiry Team

Contract 1. Criminal Law Advice

Supplier

* PETERS & PETERS SOLICITORS LLP


https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/071675-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/071675-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/procurement/ocds-h6vhtk-05dbed

Contract value
e £7,600,000 excluding VAT
¢ £9,120,000 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Earliest date the contract will be signed

16 November 2025

Contract dates (estimated)
¢ 16 November 2025 to 31 October 2027

* 1 year, 11 months, 15 days

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

* 79100000 - Legal services

Contract locations

¢ UK - United Kingdom
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Other information

Conflicts assessment prepared/revised

Yes

Procedure

Procedure type

Direct award

Direct award justification
Single supplier - technical reasons

Post Office Limited ("POL") is awarding this contract to Peters & Peters LLP ("PP")
without competition because it is partially an exempted contract for exempted legal
services under Paragraph 14 of Schedule 2 of the Procurement Act 2023 ("PA23") and
the remaining non-exempt legal services can only be provided by PP for technical
reasons and is, therefore, awarded without competition under Section 41(1) and
Paragraph 6 of Schedule 5 of the PA23.

The dominant purpose of the contract is the receipt of legal advice from PP either before
or in contemplation of judicial proceedings. PP has been advising POL in relation to
criminal law matters that are either before or in contemplation of being before the Court of
Appeals Criminal Division ("CACD").

Furthermore, PP advises POL in relation to other matters referred by the Criminal Cases
Review Commission ("CCRC") to the CACD. Any advice that POL obtains from PP in
relation to such matters is in contemplation of judicial proceedings.

All of these matters are exempt legal services as described in Paragraph 14 of Schedule
2 of the PA23 as they are legal representation by a lawyer in judicial proceedings or the
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giving of legal advice in contemplation thereof.

In addition, PP advises POL in relation to matters directly connected to those proceedings
and other matters that are related to them.

PP is instructed to respond to any Section 17 requests from the CCRC in relation to the
ongoing judicial proceedings. PP's role advising POL in relation to such proceedings, as
well as its in-depth knowledge of POL's data universe, makes it uniquely qualified to
advise POL in relation to such matters and ensure that the CCRC's requests are
responded to accurately and in a timely manner.

PP also advises POL in relation to matters relating to requests from the CCRC and in
doing so it uses its unique position of having advised POL in relation to historic and
ongoing judicial proceedings to ensure that such requests from the CCRC are responded
to as expeditiously as possible.

PP is currently advising POL in relation to the investigation of the Metropolitan Police
Service ("MPS"). It is the only law firm in the unique position of understanding the evolving
relationship that POL has with the MPS and have exclusive knowledge of the legal
framework in which this relationship is based. Having advised POL for a significant period
of time and handled the significant disclosure requests from MPS, only PP has the
knowledge and skills to understand and effectively search POL's erratic data universe.

PP is advising POL in relation to an ongoing Post Conviction Disclosure Exercise
("PCDE"). PP is the only firm with the experience and contextual knowledge required to
handle such a large PCDE as they conducted the PCDE into Horizon convictions.

POL is of the view that competition would be absent from a competitive procurement for
these services. PP's unique experience and contextual knowledge of POL's business and
data universe, and the Horizon scandal and matters arising since, as well as its existing
relationship with the CCRC mean that it is the only firm that is technically competent to
deliver any element of the services that are non-exempt legal services. Competition would
be absent any competitive process because only PP could win such competition.

POL does not consider there to be any reasonable alternative to appointing PP to provide
the services. It would not be reasonably possible to appoint another firm to provide the
services that are not exempted legal services. The non-exempted legal services are so
closely connected to the exempted legal services as to be nearly inextricable and it would
not be reasonable for POL to appoint a second firm to provide them.

Accordingly, for those services that are not exempt legal services, the award of the
contract to PP is a direct award under Section 41(1) and Paragraph 6 of Schedule 5 of the
PA23 on the basis that competition is absent for technical reasons and there are no
reasonable alternatives.
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Supplier

PETERS & PETERS SOLICITORS LLP
¢ Companies House: OC352134

* Public Procurement Organisation Number: PXVT-2534-QLBM
15 Fetter Lane

London

EC4A 1BW

United Kingdom

Email: accounts@petersandpeters.com

Website: https://www.petersandpeters.com

Region: UKI31 - Camden and City of London
Small or medium-sized enterprise (SME): No

Voluntary, community or social enterprise (VCSE): No

Contract 1. Criminal Law Advice

Contracting authority


mailto:accounts@petersandpeters.com
https://www.petersandpeters.com
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Post Office Limited
e Companies House: 02154540

* Public Procurement Organisation Number: PRNP-5883-YMLG
100 Wood Street

London

EC2V 7ER

United Kingdom

Email: Procurement@postoffice.co.uk

Website: https://corporate.postoffice.co.uk/

Region: UKI31 - Camden and City of London

Organisation type: Public undertaking (commercial organisation subject to public authority
oversight)


mailto:Procurement@postoffice.co.uk
https://corporate.postoffice.co.uk
http://www.tcpdf.org
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