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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/071350-2025 

Tender

Transferring Care for 3 individuals with a Learning
Disability and/or are autistic who display behaviours that
challenge, including those with a mental health condition
into Nixon Street-NHS Cheshire & Merseyside ICB

NHS Cheshire & Merseyside Integrated Care Board

F02: Contract notice

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-071350
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-05a643  
Published 5 November 2025, 3:48pm

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

NHS Cheshire & Merseyside Integrated Care Board

No 1 Lakeside, 920 Centre Park

Warrington

WA1 1QY

Email

mlcsu.tendersnorth@nhs.net

Country

United Kingdom

Region code

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/071350-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/071350-2025
mailto:mlcsu.tendersnorth@nhs.net
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UKD61 - Warrington

NHS Organisation Data Service

QYG

Internet address(es)

Main address

www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk

I.3) Communication

The procurement documents are available for unrestricted and full direct access, free of
charge, at

https://atamis-1928.my.site.com/s/Welcome

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address

Tenders or requests to participate must be submitted electronically via

https://atamis-1928.my.site.com/s/Welcome

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Body governed by public law

I.5) Main activity

Health

http://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk
https://atamis-1928.my.site.com/s/Welcome
https://atamis-1928.my.site.com/s/Welcome
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Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Transferring Care for 3 individuals with a Learning Disability and/or are autistic who
display behaviours that challenge, including those with a mental health condition into
Nixon Street-NHS Cheshire & Merseyside ICB

Reference number

WHISP 335

II.1.2) Main CPV code

85100000 - Health services

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

NHS Midlands and Lancashire Commissioning Support Unit are working as an agent on
behalf of NHS Cheshire & Merseyside Integrated Care Board (ICB) who are looking to
undertake a procurement for the provision of transferring care for 3 individuals with a
learning disability and/or are autistic who display behaviours that challenge, including
those with a mental health condition into Nixon Street for patients from Cheshire East
Place. 

This Procurement is to identify a provider to provide care and support services for those
individuals who have been identified for the Nixon Street property. initially Nixon Street
capital was secured for Cheshire East individuals with a Learning Disability and/or autistic
people with behaviours that challenge due to Cheshire East having no suitable
accommodation adapted for people with autism and challenging behaviours that offers
self-contained accommodation, with specialist adaptations and care.

However, this facility will also be able to support individuals being discharged from
Cheshire and Wirral Partnership so could be used by Cheshire West and Wirral
individuals to ensure the facility is fully occupied and therefore provides value for money.

There is also the opportunity to repatriate individuals back into area from Independent
Sector facilities should there be capacity.
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Whilst the facility will prioritise individuals from Cheshire East initially, priority will be given
to individuals from the below places, in the below order:

a) Cheshire East

b) Cheshire West

c) Wirral 

d) New patients being discharged from hospital or repatriating back to area

Following this, the ICB would then look to prioritise individuals from other Places across
Cheshire and Merseyside ICB Footprint. 

Nixon Street is a substantial property located in Macclesfield, in close proximity to the
town centre. It's location is near the main district general hospital (MDGH) and in short
walking distance to the Learning Disability Community Team and Macclesfield Mental
Health Services.

NHS England (NHSE) have previously provided substantial capital for the renovation of
Nixon Street and are looking to handover to the landlord by the end of February 2026,
therefore it's key that this service provision is in place to support the mobilisation of the
property to support rehabilitation from 1st March 2026.

The scheme has been developed specifically for 3 individuals with a Learning Disability
and/or Autism who display behaviours that challenge, including those with a mental health
condition from the Cheshire area. It has been historically very difficult to find suitable
placements for those individuals which can contribute to readmissions and placement
breakdowns. This procurement is to provide supportive ongoing clinical care to those
individuals who have been discharged from Acute settings. 

The ICB's focus is to provide homes for people in the community rather than relying on
out of area housing pathways once the individual's rehabilitation and treatment has been
completed.

The Transforming Care programme aims to improve the lives of children, young people
and adults with a learning disability and/or autism who display behaviours that challenge,
including those with amental health condition.

The programme has three key aims:

• To improve quality of care for people with learning disability and/or autism

• To improve quality of life for people with a learning disability and/or autism
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• To enhance community capacity, thereby reducing inappropriate hospital admissions
and length of stay.

The Contract is currently planned to start 1st March 2026. The contract will be for 3 years
with an option to extend for a further 2 years, until 28th February 2031.

II.1.5) Estimated total value

Value excluding VAT: £6,119,705

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

85140000 - Miscellaneous health services

85312500 - Rehabilitation services

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UKD62 - Cheshire East

Main site or place of performance

Macclesfield

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

The Invitation to Tender will be live on Wednesday 5th November 2025 on the Atamis
Portal. 

The deadline for submissions will be Friday 5th December 2025 12:00pm. 

To express interest and participate in the Competitive Process, please register and apply
via Atamis e-sourcing portal https://atamis-1928.my.site.com/s/Welcome. 

Should Tenderers have any queries, or have problems using the portal, they should
contact the Helpdesk at:

Phone: 0800 098 8201

https://atamis-1928.my.site.com/s/Welcome
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E-mail: support-health@atamis.co.uk

The Atamis contract reference is C391643 'C&M Transferring Care for 3 individuals into
Nixon Street'. 

The highest maximum possible variable financial value is £26,800,000.00, based on 3
individuals needing the maximum 5:1 support at the Tier 4 rate for 5 years (3 years with
an option to extend for a further 2 years). 

Please note, it is unlikely that all 3 individuals will need 5:1 support. 

The overall maximum fixed block rate for this tender is £6,119,705.00 (for 3 years with an
option to extend for a further 2 years), based on 2:1 support for each individual in the first
year. This will be the figure used to assess the bids financially. 

There may be some fluctuations in the package requirements stepping down for one
individual, as it's expected the support needed will reduce during the contract period. 

Any bid whose overall cost is higher than the overall maximum block rate of
£6,119,705.00 for the total 5-year contract (3 years with an option to extend for a further 2
years), will be viewed as non-compliant and will take no further part in the procurement
exercise.

In addition, any bid whose annual block costs are higher than the maximum annual block
rate for each year shown below, will also be viewed as non-compliant and will take no
further part in the procurement exercise.

This will be done during the evaluation of the Pass / Fail criteria stage (please see
procurement document Annex 7 Evaluation Model, section 3.10(b) for details).

The maximum annual block rate financial values are as below:

Year 1 - £1,653,524.00 

Year 2 - £1,116,545.00 

Year 3 - £1,116,545.00 

Year 4 - £1,116,545.00 

Year 5 - £1,116,545.00.

There will need to be flexibility regarding the packages should there be a change in the
clinical need for one or more of the package, these changes will be based on the

mailto:support-health@atamis.co.uk
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individual's needs and matched to the level of staffing required to support these needs as
contained in the Annex 13 Tiered Rates document provided with the tender documents. 

The cost analysis will be based on the lowest overall price submitted for the fixed block
contract (under £6,119,705.00 for the total 5-year contract (3 years with an option to
extend for a further 2 years). The 5 year total will be evaluated. 

The questionnaires will be located within the requirements. 

Further details will be made available via documentation and information released during
the tender process.

The ICB has evaluated this service and considers it to be a mixed procurement, in line
with Provider Selection Regime (PSR) Regulation 3, with the main benefits of the overall
health service placing this key service under Provider Selection Regime for the
arrangement of Healthcare services where:

the main subject matter of the contract is in-scope healthcare services; 

and the relevant authority is of the view that the out of scope goods or services could not
reasonably be supplied under a separate contract (that is, where procuring goods or
services separately would likely prevent the relevant authority from meeting its duty to act
in accordance with the procurement principles).

II.2.5) Award criteria

Price is not the only award criterion and all criteria are stated only in the procurement
documents

II.2.6) Estimated value

Value excluding VAT: £6,119,705

II.2.7) Duration of the contract, framework agreement or dynamic purchasing system

Start date

1 March 2026

End date

28 February 2031

This contract is subject to renewal
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Yes

Description of renewals

3 years with an option to extend for a further 2 years

II.2.10) Information about variants

Variants will be accepted: No

II.2.11) Information about options

Options: No

Section III. Legal, economic, financial and technical information

III.1) Conditions for participation

III.1.2) Economic and financial standing

Selection criteria as stated in the procurement documents

III.1.3) Technical and professional ability

Selection criteria as stated in the procurement documents

Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.1) Type of procedure

Open procedure

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: No

IV.2) Administrative information

IV.2.1) Previous publication concerning this procedure
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Notice number: 2025/S 000-061498

IV.2.2) Time limit for receipt of tenders or requests to participate

Date

5 December 2025

Local time

12:00pm

IV.2.4) Languages in which tenders or requests to participate may be submitted

English

IV.2.6) Minimum time frame during which the tenderer must maintain the tender

Duration in months: 12 (from the date stated for receipt of tender)

IV.2.7) Conditions for opening of tenders

Date

5 December 2025

Local time

12:05pm

/Notice/061498-2025
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Section VI. Complementary information

VI.1) Information about recurrence

This is a recurrent procurement: No

VI.3) Additional information

This procurement is being carried out in line with the requirements for Health Services
and mixed procurements which fall under Regulation 3 and 11 for the award of a contract
with a competition, and Schedule 1 of the Health Care Services (Provider Selection
Regime) Regulations 2023. As such, the competitive tendering of these Services is being
run as a bespoke, single-stage tender process as described in the documentation
available via https://atamis-1928.my.site.com/s/Welcome, and in this Find a Tender
contract notice advertisement.

The only selection for type of Procedure is "Open" and the Contracting Authority wishes to
clarify that this is a competitive procedure under the Health Care Services (Provider
Selection Regime) Regulations 2023. The procedure which the Contracting Authority is
following is set out in the procurement documents.

Right to Cancel: The Contracting Authority reserves the right to discontinue the
procurement process at any time, which shall include the right not to award a contract or
contracts and does not bind itself to accept the lowest tender, or any tender received, and
reserves the right to award a contract in part, or to call for new tenders should it consider
this necessary.

The Contracting Authority shall not be liable for any costs or expenses incurred by any
candidate or tenderer in connection with the completion and return of the information
requested in this Contract Notice, or in the completion or submission of any tender,
irrespective of the outcome of the competition or if the competition is cancelled or
postponed.

All dates, time periods and values specified in this notice are provisional and the
Contracting Authority reserves the right to change these.

Transparency: The Contracting Authority is subject to the Freedom of Information Act
2000 (FOIA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) and may be
required to disclose information received in the course of this procurement under FOIA or
the EIR.

In addition, and in accordance with the UK Government's policies on transparency, the
contracting authority intends to publish procurement documentation and the text of any

https://atamis-1928.my.site.com/s/Welcome
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resulting contractual arrangements, subject to possible redactions at the discretion of the
Contracting Authority.

Any redactions, whether in relation to information requests under FOIA, the EIR or
policies on transparency will be in accordance with those grounds prescribed under the
Freedom of Information Act.

VI.4) Procedures for review

VI.4.1) Review body

NHS Cheshire & Merseyside ICB

No 1 Lakeside, 920 Centre Park

Warrington

WA1 1QY

Country

United Kingdom
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