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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/056662-2025 

Planning

Home Based Detoxification Support Service

Somerset Council

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types 

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-056662
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-059a87 
Published 15 September 2025, 3:57pm

Scope 

Description

This is not a call for competition and is not yet a contract opportunity.

** PLEASE NOTE: By Expressing an Interest in this event via the portal you are not
confirming your place at the event. Please follow the instructions below to reserve your
place. **

Background

Somerset Council commission a county specialist drug and alcohol treatment service to
support those who are struggling with addition. The service is an all-age treatment service
and supports individuals who are using alcohol and/or illicit substances. The service is run
by Turning Point, a national charitable organisation, known locally as Somerset Drug and
Alcohol Treatment Service (SDAS). A proportion of the SDAS treatment population
require a detoxification from alcohol as part of their structured treatment.

People in structured treatment with (SDAS) who require detoxification alcohol, are
assessed individually to determine the most appropriate method and setting for
detoxification, based on their clinical needs, risk factors and support requirements. People
can undergo an alcohol detox as an in-patient in either an acute or community setting or

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/056662-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/056662-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
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within their own homes. 

Funding for detoxification comes from a combination of SDAS budget, an In-Patient
Detoxification Consortium Allocation for Somerset and the additional government grant
monies (previously the Supplementary Substance Misuse Treatment and Recovery Grant
and Rough Sleeper Drug and Alcohol Treatment Grant, currently the Drug and Alcohol
Treatment and Recovery Improvement Grant).

Nationally, there has been a noticeable decline in the number of detoxification providers
available for people struggling with addiction. This is due to sustained cuts to public health
funding, increased operational costs and the closure of smaller, community-based
facilities due to not being able to meet the rising demands of regulatory compliance and
workforce pressures. This combined with a client group with increasingly complex
presentations, has led to a shortfall in provision. As a result, access to timely and
appropriate detoxification services has become more limited, particularly in rural or
underserved areas, leading to longer waiting times and increased risks for individuals.

This shortfall poses a significant barrier to recovery, as detoxification can be a critical step
in a person's recovery journey.

There is a proportion of the treatment population who are assessed as being clinically
suitable for a home-based detoxification but who cannot undergo this treatment due to
having no support network within the home environment. 

We are exploring the option of commissioning a non-clinical support service for people
who are undertaking a detoxification from alcohol within their own homes. The clinical
aspects of the detoxification are the responsibility of the specialist drug and alcohol
treatment provider - (SDAS). The role of the proposed service is to:

- provide comprehensive and compassionate support during the initial stages of
someone's detoxification in a familiar and comfortable environment.

- providing oversight of an individual's physical health and emotional wellbeing, with a
view to seeking medical/clinical support when required, thus reducing/minimising the risk
of withdrawal complications.

We are keen to undertake some market engagement regarding this potential provision
due to it being a new service and wanting to explore thoughts and ideas from those
providing support service. To explore concerns, challenges and ensure that all factors
have been considered prior to commencing the provision. 

It is anticipated that any new arrangements would commence at some stage during 2026.



Page 3 to 6

Contract dates (estimated)

1 April 2026 to 31 March 2027

1 year

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

85000000 - Health and social work services

Contract locations

UKK23 - Somerset

Engagement 

Engagement deadline

30 September 2025

Engagement process description

Preliminary Market Engagement Event  

A Preliminary Market Engagement event will be held on 30th September 2025 at 2pm -
3pm via MS Team. Somerset Council are inviting organisations that might be interested in
delivering these services either individually or in partnership with others to attend. The
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event will be an opportunity to inform and shape future options. Somerset Council are
keen to hear feedback from a range of providers as part of the wider consultation for this
service. 

Organisations that take part will not be advantaged or disadvantaged in any way in any
potential future formal procurement. Commercial confidentiality will be respected. This
notice does not represent a formal commitment by Somerset Council to undertake a
procurement procedure. 

Event Details:

• Date: 30/9/25  

• Time: 2pm - 3pm

• Venue: MS Teams 

Event Registration: 

To attend this event please send a message to stephen.barker@somerset.gov.uk
providing the name of your organisation, the name of the person(s) wishing to attend (Max
2 per organisation) and a contact email address for each to enable us to send through the
full details of the event. 

Please ensure that those attending from your organisation are the most appropriate to
feed into the discussions. If you are unable to attend the event, the presentation, notes
and associated documentation will be available through the e-tender system 
https://supplierlive.proactisp2p.com/Account/Login

Deadline for registering: 28/9/25 

Somerset Council reserves the right to cancel or re-arrange this event at its own
discretion.

Thank you.

Participation 

mailto:stephen.barker@somerset.gov.uk
https://supplierlive.proactisp2p.com/Account/Login
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Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Voluntary, community and social enterprises (VCSE)

Procedure 

Special regime

Light touch

Contracting authority 

Somerset Council

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PPGC-1434-MQPJ

County Hall, The Crescent

Taunton

TA1 4DY

United Kingdom

Contact name: Steve Barker

Email: stephen.barker@somerset.gov.uk

Website: http://www.somerset.gov.uk

mailto:stephen.barker@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.somerset.gov.uk
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Region: UKK23 - Somerset

Organisation type: Public authority - sub-central government
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