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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/055351-2025 

Planning

Professional Off Road 4x4 Driver and On / Off Road Trailer
Towing, Training Contract 2025

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types 

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-055351
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-059779 
Published 10 September 2025, 12:16pm

This is an old version of this notice. View the latest version.  

Scope 

Reference

P-37379

Description

The training is required to meet EA departmental driving policies and legislative
requirements including Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 (HSAW), The Road Traffic Act
1988 and The Highway Code. 

This contract will deliver training for circa 2,000 EA staff that in their operational delivery
capacity require additional 4x4 driver and trailer towing training. Either because they are
assessed as being high risk or they use specialist vehicles and/or tow trailers in their role. 

EA employees use our fleet of 4x4 vehicles and trailers to gain access to remote locations

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/055351-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/055351-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/061698-2025
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and to move equipment, materials or livestock to locations where they carry out their
work.

Examples of goods carried using trailers includes but is not limited to: - 

• Small construction / maintenance equipment 

• Live fish 

• Water pumps 

• Boats

• Loose stones

Our current training portfolio focuses on: 

• Off road 4x4 driver training and assessment - Lantra accredited  

• On road trailer towing and assessment– previously B+E licence training and test  

• Off road trailer towing and assessment - Lantra accredited  

EA are looking for supplier(s) that can provide professional off road 4x4 driving and on
and off-road trailer training for geographically dispersed teams.

All training is refreshed every 5 years to ensure that employees remain confident and
competent  

The purpose of this Contract is to coordinate and deliver the required training, to a
Professional standard, ensuring that employees are: 

• Competent, safe and fully trained to a professional standard 

• Trained to a consistent standard to support the flexibility we need to move resources
around the country (mutual aid) for incident response. 

• Confident to operate the 4x4 vehicles and tow equipment that is high value.

The successful Tenderer(s) must work with us to deliver more sustainable services under
this contract. These requirements reflect the aspirations of our sustainability policy and
the commitment to reach net zero.  

The successful Tenderer(s) must always support the client in delivering eMission2030.  
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Responsibility for embedding sustainability in ways of working and delivering sustainable
outcomes lies with all parties involved in this Contract.

Flexibility of the Contract:

The specification of requirements is initially for EA but allows provision for Defra Group to
sign up at some point if required. EA are open to Defra should they wish to join and a
need to agree a process for contract management.

Value for Money and Cost Management:

The contract will be a 5-year contract and tenders will be asked to fix their prices for the
initial 3 years to create financial predictability. There will be breakpoint review meetings at
the end of year 3 and year 4 – January 2029 and January 2030. At these points, the EA
may decide to continue, reduce the scope or terminate the Contract.

Commercial tool

Establishes a dynamic market

Total value (estimated)

£2,000,000 excluding VAT

£2,400,000 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)

23 January 2026 to 22 January 2029

Possible extension to 22 January 2031

5 years
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Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

80000000 - Education and training services

Engagement 

Engagement deadline

12 September 2025

Engagement process description

Tender to be available 24/10/2025 for pricing.

Participation 

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Voluntary, community and social enterprises (VCSE)
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Submission 

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

12 September 2025

Contracting authority 

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PNWW-1475-NYLN

Seacole Building, 2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

United Kingdom

Contact name: Network Procurement

Telephone: 03459335577

Email: network.procurement@defra.gov.uk

Website: https://defra-family.force.com/s/Welcome

Region: UKI32 - Westminster

Organisation type: Public authority - sub-central government
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