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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/049480-2025 

Planning

Fitness to Practise Partner Training Programme

Social Work England

UK3: Planned procurement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information about notice
types 

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-049480
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-0589bd 
Published 18 August 2025, 1:10pm

Scope 

Reference

SWE10553

Description

Social Work England is seeking an experienced training provider to deliver our Fitness to
Practise Partner Training Programme. The ideal provider will have a minimum of five
years' post-qualification experience in health and social care regulation, with a strong
background in delivering high-quality training and expert guidance.

The purpose of the programme is to support panel members and legal advisers in making
fair, informed, and robust fitness to practise decisions. The training will serve both as an
induction for new partners and an annual refresher for existing ones.

The programme must cover, but is not limited to, the following key areas:

• An overview of the Fitness to Practise Rules 2019 (as amended) and the Social
Workers Regulations 2018 (as amended)

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/049480-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/049480-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
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• An overview of:

o the fitness to practise process, including the pre-hearing stages

o interim order process

o registration appeals

o restoration applications

o the different hearing and meeting event types

• Understanding and applying reasonable adjustments and special measures

• Identifying and managing perceived and actual bias in hearings

• Understanding and applying the concept of impairment of fitness to practise

• A review of relevant regulatory case law

• Approaches to effective case management of cases involving unrepresented social
workers

• Handling hearsay applications and evidence appropriately

• Addressing abuse of process arguments

• Developing clear, well-reasoned panel decisions and drafting

• Balancing public and private decisions, including the appropriate handling of sensitive
information

• Build on key skills such as effective time management and managing conflict.

It is anticipated that the training will be delivered at least annually, with an initial contract
period of three years, plus the option to extend for two additional one-year periods.

The anticipated total contract value is £425,000.

Contract dates (estimated)
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1 March 2026 to 28 February 2029

Possible extension to 28 February 2031

5 years

Description of possible extension:

Two extension periods of 12 months each (2 x 1 year)

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

80510000 - Specialist training services

Contract locations

UKE32 - Sheffield

Participation 

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)
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Submission 

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

7 November 2025

Enquiry deadline

25 November 2025, 5:30pm

Tender submission deadline

2 December 2025, 5:30pm

Tenders may be submitted electronically

Yes

Languages that may be used for submission

English

Award decision date (estimated)

2 February 2026

Procedure 
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Procedure type

Open procedure

Contracting authority 

Social Work England

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PZYZ-1666-HXBQ

1 North Bank, Blonk Street

Sheffield

S3 8JY

United Kingdom

Email: commercial.team@socialworkengland.org.uk

Region: UKE32 - Sheffield

Organisation type: Public authority - central government
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