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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/045728-2025

Planning

Assessors for King's Awards 2026-2029

Department for Business & Trade

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-045728

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-058082

Published 4 August 2025, 3:41pm

This is an old version of this notice. View the |latest version.

Scope

Description

The Department for Business and Trade (“DBT”) invites interested suppliers to participate
in a Pre-Market Engagement session in preparation for the upcoming procurement for the
provision of Kings Award for Enterprise Assessors.

The Secretary of State for DBT is the contracting authority responsible for meeting this
anticipated requirement. DBT intends to publish the Contract award notice by 31st Jan
2026.

The full specification details shall be provided with the contract tender documents, but it is
expected to incorporate the following;

The procurement of contractor(s) to provide external technical assessment services for
the four King's Awards categories listed below. Subject to commercial strategy approval,
tenderers will have the opportunity to bid for one or more lots.

1. Lot 1; Innovation: Recognising companies that have demonstrated commercial success


https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/045728-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/045728-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/045732-2025

Page2to 7

through:

- invention, design, production (in respect of goods)
- performance (in respect of services, including advice)
- marketing, distribution, after sale support of goods or services

2. Lot 2; International Trade: Recognising companies that have demonstrated substantial
growth in overseas earnings and in commercial success relative to the business size and
sector.

3. Lot 3; Promoting Opportunity through social mobility: — for social mobility programmes
that help people from disadvantaged backgrounds into successful working lives.

4. Lot 4; Sustainable Development: Recognising companies that have developed
commercially successful products, services, and approaches to management which have
major benefits for the environment, society and the economy.

It is anticipated the contract shall be for a period of 3 years, with the option to extend for
two additional 12-month terms, on a 1+1 basis. The requirement has an estimated total
value of £761,325.00 ex-VAT for all 4 Lots.

Background of Kings Award

The Kings award for Enterprise (previously knowns as the Queens award) was
established in 1965 and is the highest official awards programme in the UK. It is the most
prestigious award for UK businesses for outstanding achievement.

Overview of Requirement

The successful contractor(s) for the respective category Lot(s) will be responsible for the
appraisal of all applications (aka cases) that are submitted. It will be expected that a Lead
Assessor is assigned for each category Lot, as the designated individual will be
responsible for ensuring a high quality of the information is provided to the King's Awards
Office.

Key Programme outcomes will be:

* Technical assessment approach to be developed by the Contractor(s) and agreed with
the King’s Awards Office.
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* Application shortlisting and drafting of summary report in preparation for the relevant
judging panel, and the Prime Minister’s Advisory Committee; the PMAC subsequently
recommends the Award winners to the Prime Minister and The King. Lead assessors will
be required to attend these panels and be prepared to talk about each case.

» The contractor(s) will feedback on the process throughout the cycle and input to
assessor and panel meetings which review the process and technical assessment
approach.

* Draft pen pictures of successful applications for inclusion in the King's Awards Press
Book.

Successful contractors will be required to deliver against deadlines set by the King’s
Awards Office for each round in the process and will be expected to demonstrate that
their intended assessors have relevant experience and up to date knowledge of the
relevant award category and corporate responsibility.

The assessors will be required to appraise applications in accordance with the agreed
specified criteria and make recommendations to the relevant panel of Judges/Advisory
Committee. All comments and decisions will be recorded within the King’s Award online
assessment system, so that the King’s Award Office are able to track progress
throughout the cycle.

Overview of Kings Awards assessment timeline

The Kings Award process takes place over a 12-month cycle that commences every year
in the beginning of May and concludes the following year in the same month.

Please see below a rough guide of the different stage’s applications will need to go
through to receive an award:

* May - Open round for new applications — Applicants can provide separate submission
for either of the 4 categories and are not limited to just one category.

» Mid-September - Application period closes, after which assessors access the online
application forms and relevant associated material via the King’s Award Office online
entry and assessment system.

» Mid-October - Delivery of shortlist of entries to the King’s Award Office

» Mid-November - Review of the verified financial figures provided by the applicants.

* November - Completion of case summary assessments for each short-listed
application.
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» January - The Lead assessor for each category will attend the relevant panel meeting in
London to introduce the recommended and reserve cases and to answer any questions
that the Panel members may raise.

* February - Prime Ministers Advisory Committee (PMAC) takes place.
« Early March - Complete winner’s pen pictures for Press Book.

» Mid/late March - Delivery of feedback summaries for unsuccessful entrants — all
feedback will provide sufficient detail for entrants to use to improve a future entry.

* May - Winning recipients of the awards is announced publicly; this concludes the
awards for the year.

The whole assessment process, including consideration by the Panels of Judges and
PMAC, is completed between the closing date for applications and the anniversary of His
Majesty Coronation, 6th May. It will be essential that assessors are able to adhere to the
strict timelines set out above. Lead assessors will be responsible managing assessors
and reassigning work to ensure deadlines are met.

Overview of Assessors expected conduct throughout the Kings Award process:
o Adherence to government confidentiality and data protection policies.

0 Access to applications and their assessments will be strictly confined to those directly
involved in the assessment process.

o Any correspondence relating to applications will need to adhere to the Governments
security classification of ‘Official Sensitive’ for handling documents.

o Assessors will not be permitted to discuss applications except with others directly
involved in the assessment process.

o Sharing applicant information between assessors will need to follow the process set by
the King’s Awards Office to ensure identity of the applicants/companies are anonymised.

o No contact direct contact with between Assessor’s and applicants will be permitted
throughout the process.

Conflict of Interest:
If an assessor has a conflict of interest, no matter how remote, in an organisation from

which an application has been assigned to him/her for assessment, he/she should declare
it to the person responsible for allocating applications to assessors and to the Lead
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Assessor so that an alternative assessor can be assigned. The Lead Assessor will be
responsible for ensuring the Kings award office is aware.

Quality:
Assessments will be scrutinised throughout the process before The King grants the
awards. It will be essential that the assessments are factually correct, accurate, consistent

with the award criteria and written in plain English. Lead Assessor’s will be responsible
for ensuring all assessments in their category meet this standard.

Total value (estimated)
* £761,325 excluding VAT
e £913,590 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)
* 1 April 2026 to 31 March 2029
¢ Possible extension to 31 March 2031

* 5years

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications
e 79900000 - Miscellaneous business and business-related services

e 79311200 - Survey conduction services
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* 79400000 - Business and management consultancy and related services

Contract locations

¢ UK - United Kingdom

Engagement

Engagement deadline

4 August 2025

Engagement process description
Actions Required

This Preliminary Market Engagement aim is to gather feedback and insights from potential
market participants, understand current market capabilities and ensure transparency and
encourage competition. DBT are seeking interested parties to confirm attendance to a
market engagement session with DBT to find out more about the business requirements.
Please confirm your interest in attending a session by emailing
dbtpeopleandkeyprojects@businessandtrade.gov.uk by the 27th August 2025.

Participation

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)


mailto:dbtpeopleandkeyprojects@businessandtrade.gov.uk
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Submission

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

4 August 2025

Contracting authority

Department for Business & Trade

¢ Public Procurement Organisation Number: PZZJ-6312-QTTD
Old Admiralty Building

London

SW1A 2DY

United Kingdom

Email: dbtpeopleandkeyprojects@businessandtrade.gov.uk

Region: UKI32 - Westminster

Organisation type: Public authority - central government


mailto:dbtpeopleandkeyprojects@businessandtrade.gov.uk
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