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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/044033-2025 

Planning

Autonomous Collaborative Platform Tranche 2

DE&S

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types 

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-044033
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-056872 (view related notices)
Published 29 July 2025, 5:37pm

Scope 

Reference

715469450

Description

In March 2024 the MOD published the RAF Autonomous Collaborative Platforms Strategy
that defines the RAF's vision for procurement of ACPs to support their future capability
requirements. In May 2025 the MOD announced the delivery of StormShroud Mk1 into
service, marking the first ACP to be formally delivered to the RAF.

In June 2025 the MOD published the Strategic Defence Review which recommended "the
RAF must stay at the leading edge of combat air's evolution, through the transition from
exclusively crewed combat air platforms to a Future Combat Air System (FCAS) with a
mix of crewed, uncrewed, and increasingly autonomous platforms" and that "to assure the
future of UK combat air, investment in ACPs should be considered alongside investment
in FCAS and the Global Combat Air Programme. The ACPs must be designed to operate
in collaboration with the fourth-, fifth- and future generations of combat aircraft and to
operate from the UK aircraft carriers".

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/044033-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/044033-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/procurement/ocds-h6vhtk-056872
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Total value (estimated)

£20,000,000 excluding VAT

£24,000,000 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)

29 April 2027 to 29 April 2029

2 years, 1 day

Main procurement category

Goods

CPV classifications

34711200 - Non-piloted aircraft

Contract locations

UK - United Kingdom

Engagement 
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Engagement deadline

12 September 2025

Engagement process description

The purpose of this Preliminary Market Engagement Notice (PMEN) is to help the MOD
capture information and insights into the current, and future, ACP industrial landscape for
a specific set of systems. This will assist the MOD to:

a. Understand new systems which are coming to market;

b. inform the viability of capability requirements, timescales and costs;

c. develop outline procurement strategies for any future acquisition of these systems;

d. shape our understanding of programme delivery and associated risk

There are currently 4 systems which the MOD would like to understand, these are:

a. Electromagnetic Warfare (EW) Effects. A complete EW Effects capability should
include all equipment and services required for the User to deliver EW effects against
adversary Integrated Air Defence Systems, including but not limited to; Air Vehicles, EW
Payloads, Ground Equipment (including control systems) and end-to-end Logistics
Support.

b. Signature Managed Air Vehicle. Air Vehicles that have signature managed
characteristics or capabilities to reduce detectability by Integrated Air Defence Systems.

c. One Way Air Vehicle. Cost-effective disposable one-way vehicles that can carry a
variety of EW and kinetic payloads, and also be manufactured rapidly at scale.

d. Electromagnetic Warfare Payloads. EW payloads that deliver effects across the
electromagnetic spectrum to disrupt, deny, degrade, or destroy enemy systems.

e. Autonomous Solutions. Solutions that enable varying levels of autonomy, or the fully
autonomous Command and Control of Uncrewed Air Systems (UAS).

To register your interest in this PMEN please follow this link to AWARD: 
https://award.commercedecisions.com/dsp/web/project/db45400b-
f9a0-4a50-b61e-02d5deeff60c/register

https://award.commercedecisions.com/dsp/web/project/db45400b-f9a0-4a50-b61e-02d5deeff60c/register
https://award.commercedecisions.com/dsp/web/project/db45400b-f9a0-4a50-b61e-02d5deeff60c/register
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Participation 

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Submission 

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

27 April 2026

Contracting authority 

DE&S

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PHVX-4316-ZVGZ

MOD Abbey Wood

Bristol

BS34 8JH

United Kingdom

Email: DESCommercial-ACP@mod.gov.uk

mailto:DESCommercial-ACP@mod.gov.uk
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Region: UKK12 - Bath and North East Somerset, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire

Organisation type: Public authority - central government
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