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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/040488-2024 

Planning

Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA) Service in
North and West Bristol

Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire (BNSSG) Integrated Care Board (ICB)

F01: Prior information notice
Prior information only  
Notice identifier: 2024/S 000-040488
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-04c872  
Published 16 December 2024, 3:57pm

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire (BNSSG) Integrated Care Board (ICB)

BRISTOL

Contact

Jamie MacKay

Email

jamie.mackay1@nhs.net

Country

United Kingdom

Region code

UKK11 - Bristol, City of

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/040488-2024
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/040488-2024
mailto:jamie.mackay1@nhs.net
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Justification for not providing organisation identifier

Not on any register

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://bnssg.icb.nhs.uk/

I.3) Communication

The procurement documents are available for unrestricted and full direct access, free of
charge, at

https://health-family.force.com/s/Welcome

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Body governed by public law

I.5) Main activity

Health

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA) Service in North and West Bristol

II.1.2) Main CPV code

85000000 - Health and social work services

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

https://bnssg.icb.nhs.uk/
https://health-family.force.com/s/Welcome
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This notice is placed as a Prior Information Notice (PIN) to inform the market of North &
West Bristol Locality Partnership's, part of Bristol, North Somerset, South Gloucestershire
(BNSSG) Integrated Care Board (ICB), (the Commissioner's), intention to commission an
early intervention wellbeing service for Children and Young People (CYP) experiencing, or
at risk of experiencing, Emotionally Based School Avoidance.

The Commissioner would like to understand the level of provider interest in delivering
these services at this stage, and any responses will be used to inform the Commissioner's
strategy going forward.

BNSSG ICB is seeking to secure a Prime Provider who has the capability and capacity to
deliver an early intervention wellbeing service for CYP experiencing, or at risk of
experiencing, Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA) , in line with the specified
requirements, encompassing:

• hosting a specialist CYP Link Worker

• offering 1:1 support to CYP and their families

• delivering wellbeing group programmes, responsive to need in schools, based around
themes of physical activity, nature, art and emotional resilience 

• leading, managing and overseeing the project. 

This service will be provided to CYP enrolled at schools within the North and West Bristol
locality, with a priority on those with the highest percentage of students in receipt of Free
School Meals.

The Commissioner envisages an initial contract duration of 3 years, with the aim to begin
in April 2025.

TUPE does not apply to this requirement.

The envisaged total contract value for this service is £238,650 inclusive of VAT over three
years. 

The deadline by which you must submit your Expression of Interest for this PIN is 12:00
3rd January 2025.

This exercise is being carried out by NHS South, Central and West Commissioning
Support Unit (SCW) on behalf of the Commissioner.

II.1.6) Information about lots
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This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UKK11 - Bristol, City of

Main site or place of performance

North & West Bristol Locality

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

BNSSG ICB is seeking to secure a Prime Provider who has the capability and capacity to
deliver an early intervention wellbeing service for CYP experiencing, or at risk of
experiencing, Emotionally Based School Avoidance, in line with the specified
requirements, encompassing:

• hosting a specialist CYP Link Worker

• offering 1:1 support to CYP and their families

• delivering wellbeing group programmes, responsive to need in schools, based around
themes of physical activity, nature, art and emotional resilience 

• leading, managing and overseeing the service. 

The Emotionally Based School Avoidance service will have a particular focus on Children
and Young People (CYP) making the transition from year 6 to year 7. The service will
partner with schools to proactively identify and refer CYP who might be at risk of
Emotionally Based School Avoidance during this key transition. The Prime Provider must
have in-depth knowledge of the issues facing CYP in the North and West Bristol locality
footprint, as well as experience of delivery in the area.

The service will host a Link Worker who will have experience, knowledge and skills of
working with seldom heard young people, an understanding of education and be focused
on wider community engagement in order to improve wellbeing outcomes. The Link
Worker will provide 1:1 support to CYP who are exhibiting early signs of Emotionally
Based School Avoidance and those CYP who have reduced or significantly reduced
attendance, linking them into specialist wellbeing groups, those offered in schools and in
the local community. This will include 1:1 support for CYP with Special Educational Needs
and Disability (SEND), and those from groups facing greater inequality.  
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The Prime Provider will provide targeted, specialist wellbeing groups, based around
nature, art, physical activity and emotional resilience. These groups will be accessed by
CYP receiving 1:1 support, and by CYP in the wider school population who do not require
1:1 support but are still vulnerable to Emotionally Based School Avoidance. 

This service will be provided to CYP enrolled at secondary schools in the North and West
Bristol locality, along with their primary feeder schools. The service will prioritise those
schools with the highest percentage of students in receipt of Free School Meals. The
Prime Provider will need to create, develop and maintain close working relationships with
the partnered schools. 

The Prime Provider will lead, manage and oversee the service. This will include
monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the intervention. The Prime Provider will
link in and cooperate with any wider monitoring and evaluation work at the ICB to assess
the effectiveness of projects instigated under the banner of Health Inequalities across
Bristol and/or Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire.

The Commissioner would like to understand the level of provider interest in delivering
these services at this stage, and any responses will be used to inform the Commissioner's
strategy going forward. In parallel to this, a full service specification is currently in
development.

The Commissioner envisages an initial contract duration of 3 years, with the aim to begin
in April 2025.

TUPE does not apply to this requirement.

The envisaged total contract value for this service is £238,650 inclusive of VAT over three
years. 

The deadline by which you must submit your Expression of Interest for this PIN is 12:00
3rd January 2025.

This exercise is being carried out by NHS South, Central and West Commissioning
Support Unit (SCW) on behalf of the Commissioner.

II.3) Estimated date of publication of contract notice

20 January 2025
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Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes

Section VI. Complementary information

VI.3) Additional information

This notice is an information gathering exercise rather than a call for competition in its
own right, and therefore publication or response does not commit the Authority or
respondents to a future procurement, nor provide any process exemptions or preferential
treatment to any parties expressing an interest. The Authority will not be liable for costs
incurred by any interested party in participating in this exercise.  

Interested providers will be able to view this opportunity via the live opportunities list on
the 'Health Family' e-procurement system, Atamis. Click on 'View our Live Opportunities'
from the home page, available on the following link: https://health-
family.force.com/s/Welcome.

Once you have found the opportunity (via the search function, using the title or reference
number), to gain full access to the relevant information and market engagement
questionnaire, you will need to click on 'Register interest' - this will take you to the log-in
page. 

If you are not already registered on the system, you will need to do so before you will be
able to submit your expression of interest / market engagement questionnaire responses.

This is a Provider Selection Regime (PSR) prior information notice. The contract is subject
to the Health Care Services (Provider Selection Regime) Regulations 2023. For the
avoidance of doubt, the provisions of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 do not apply.
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