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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/037445-2025 

Planning

Bus Franchising - North West Greater Manchester

Transport for Greater Manchester

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types 

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-037445
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-05592c (view related notices)
Published 4 July 2025, 1:42pm

Scope 

Reference

DN780667

Description

Following the implementation of Bus Franchising across Greater Manchester. Transport
for Greater Manchester on behalf of the Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA)
is seeking Operators to provide bus services for these Small Franchises, consisting of the
following two lots: Lot 1. Bolton, Bury and Farnworth Small Franchise Lot 2. Leigh and
Atherton Small Franchise, both from March 2027, with an estimated combined Peak
Vehicle Requirement (PVR) of 49.

Through this procurement process, TfGM is engaging with potential suppliers to
participate in a preliminary market engagement exercise, to provide TfGM with an
understanding of the current marketplace.

This market engagement exercise will be conducted via a questionnaire which can be
found at TfGM's procurement portal, ProContract. 

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/037445-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/037445-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/procurement/ocds-h6vhtk-05592c
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Suppliers can register for free using the following link: https://procontract.due 
north.com/Register.

Upon registration, the market engagement information can be found using the following
project reference: DN780667.

Total value (estimated)

£90,000,000 excluding VAT

£108,000,000 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)

7 March 2027 to 18 August 2030

Possible extension to 18 August 2032

5 years, 5 months, 12 days

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

60112000 - Public road transport services

Contract locations

UKD3 - Greater Manchester

https://procontract.due
https://north.com/Register.
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Engagement 

Engagement deadline

11 July 2025

Engagement process description

Operators will be sent a questionnaire to provide feedback on the request, please ensure
all feedback is received by the 11th July 2025. All feedback should be sent via the
messaging facility with ProContract.

TfGM intends to send the Tender notice w/c 21st July 2025. 

There will be a supplier Procurement Specific Questionnaire (PSQ) process in which a
potential bidder must successfully complete and pass in order to get through to final
tender submission.

Participation 

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Submission 
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Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

21 July 2025

Procedure 

Special regime

Utilities

Contracting authority 

Transport for Greater Manchester

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PNJQ-2746-NWYT

2 Piccadilly Place

Manchester

M1 3BG

United Kingdom

Contact name: Kirk Boulton

Email: procurement@tfgm.com

Region: UKD33 - Manchester

mailto:procurement@tfgm.com


Page 5 to 5

Organisation type: Public authority - sub-central government
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