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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/037088-2023 

Planning

Central Bedfordshire Council - Renewable Energy

Central Bedfordshire Council

F01: Prior information notice
Prior information only  
Notice identifier: 2023/S 000-037088
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-04265f  
Published 18 December 2023, 11:44am

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

Central Bedfordshire Council

Monks Walk, Chicksands

SHEFFORD

SG175TQ

Contact

Alec Edgar

Email

Alec.Edgar@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Telephone

+44 3003006182

Country

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/037088-2023
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/037088-2023
mailto:Alec.Edgar@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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United Kingdom

Region code

UKH25 - Central Bedfordshire

Justification for not providing organisation identifier

Not on any register

Internet address(es)

Main address

http://in-tendhost.co.uk/centralbedfordshire

I.3) Communication

The procurement documents are available for unrestricted and full direct access, free of
charge, at

http://in-tendhost.co.uk/centralbedfordshire

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Regional or local authority

I.5) Main activity

General public services

http://in-tendhost.co.uk/centralbedfordshire
http://in-tendhost.co.uk/centralbedfordshire
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Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Central Bedfordshire Council - Renewable Energy

II.1.2) Main CPV code

65400000 - Other sources of energy supplies and distribution

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

The purpose of this Prior Information Notice (PIN) is to initiate a soft market testing
exercise to gain industry's views on a number of considerations related to the
development and disposal of three renewable energy projects within the administrative
boundary of Central Bedfordshire Council ('the council'). The council aims to bring forward
up to 176 MW of battery storage and up to 90 MWp solar PV across three grid
connections. We wish to engage with organisations interested in opportunities to lead on
the development, delivery and operation of these assets. The council is yet to determine
if, when and how it will dispose of these assets. Soft market testing will help us collect
information and perspectives from the market in relation to any potential future contract
opportunity. Responding to this PIN does not place any compulsion on respondents to
enter any subsequent competition or for the council to proceed further.

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

09330000 - Solar energy

31121340 - Wind farm

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes
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UKH25 - Central Bedfordshire

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

Central Bedfordshire Council is considering how it can best bring forward the
development of renewable energy and storage within the area. The council has accepted
the grid connection offers and made initial payments. The council has also identified
suitable land and undertaken preliminary screening for planning risks. The council is now
seeking to determine whether to continue to develop the sites, seek a development
partner, or sell the assets at their current stage of development. Interested organisations
(including potential developers, financiers and those with experience in the storage and
renewable energy sectors) should register their interest via the URL https://in-
tendhost.co.uk/centralbedfordshire/aspx/Tenders/Current (search for reference
CBC-1622-P-AE). Interested parties can view a copy of our PIN Additional Information
documentation via this URL. The PIN Additional Information document includes a
questionnaire which interested organisations should return via the portal, including details
of any specific proposals, and any views or suggestions they may have on the sector as a
whole. Following receipt of completed submissions, the council may also undertake
sessions with respondents to discuss their market engagement feedback. Please be
aware that at this stage, we will not be formally assessing proposals, and nothing given or
provided at this stage will be evaluated as part of any future procurement process. We
welcome responses from suppliers and organisations who would be interested in working
with us. We also reserve the right not to proceed with any procurement once responses
have been submitted.

II.3) Estimated date of publication of contract notice

1 May 2024

Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/centralbedfordshire/aspx/Tenders/Current
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/centralbedfordshire/aspx/Tenders/Current
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Section VI. Complementary information

VI.3) Additional information

Closing date for submissions of completed questionnaires is noon 12 January 2024. No
submissions will be considered after this date. Questions relating to the questionnaire
should be submitted via the portal correspondence facility. Answers will be anonymised
and provided to all parties registering interest. Other than the closing date above, dates
and other information contained within this notice are indicative only, may be subject to
change and may not reflect any procurement documentation that could be published in
the future. The council may use any responses to this PIN to help shape any future
procurement but reserves the right not to accept any such information or comments from
any respondent. The decision will be at the sole discretion of Central Bedfordshire
Council. Interested parties shall obtain for themselves, at their own expense, all
information necessary for the preparation of their responses to this PIN. Responding to
this PIN does not place any compulsion on respondents to enter any subsequent
competition or for the council to proceed any further. Central Bedfordshire Council may
consider any information and comments provided and / or future correspondence when
compiling any final procurement documents but reserves the right not to accept any such
information or comments from any respondent.
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