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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/036894-2023 

Planning

SE1157 Evaluation, Learning and Innovation partner for
Sport England’s Open Fund

Sport England

F01: Prior information notice
Prior information only  
Notice identifier: 2023/S 000-036894
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-0425dd  
Published 15 December 2023, 9:51am

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

Sport England

SportPark, 3 Oakwood Drive

Loughborough

LE11 3QF

Email

procurement@sportengland.org

Country

United Kingdom

Region code

UK - United Kingdom

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/036894-2023
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/036894-2023
mailto:procurement@sportengland.org
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Internet address(es)

Main address

www.sportengland.org

Buyer's address

www.sportengland.bravosolution.co.uk

I.3) Communication

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Body governed by public law

I.5) Main activity

General public services

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

SE1157 Evaluation, Learning and Innovation partner for Sport England’s Open Fund

Reference number

SE1157

II.1.2) Main CPV code

79315000 - Social research services

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

http://www.sportengland.org
http://www.sportengland.bravosolution.co.uk
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Sport England is inviting interested suppliers to attend an online session to hear about,
discuss and inform a forthcoming procurement for an evaluation, learning and innovation
partner for its new Open Fund. The contract value is estimated at up to £2.5m over 4-5
years.

The Open Fund is a new four-year funding programme that will launch in April 2024. The
£160m fund will invest in and support thousands of organisations and projects to deliver
grassroots sport and physical activity across the whole of England as part of Uniting the
Movement. It is being designed to meet the needs of communities, organisations and
stakeholders not covered by Sport England’s existing investments into Partners, Place
and Campaigns. Most Open Fund investments will be less than £50k and will go towards
a wide variety of local community organisations and projects. It will also include an
expansion of our crowdfunding programme Active Together, and over time expand to be
able to support a small number of larger national strategic investments. 

Sport England is designing the Open Fund as a new user-led ‘service’ which aims to
move the investment process closer to communities. This includes commitments to:

• Provide a simple, easy and accessible application process, including improved
information and tools

• Favour those people and communities where the need is greatest

• Allocate portions of the Fund to local ‘Investment partners’ to help manage and
distribute

• Follow an Investment Charter based around user-led principles and comprehensive user
and stakeholder feedback

• Be driven by our values: Ambitious, Innovative, Inclusive and Collaborative

• Proportionate evaluation and learning that is valued by all parties

We want to procure a supplier – or consortium of suppliers – to help us measure and
evaluate the contribution of the Open Fund to the four strategic aims of Uniting the
Movement, learn about what is working including how Sport England administers the
Fund, and support the evolution and development of the Fund including an explicit focus
on innovation.

Interested suppliers can book to attend an open session with the Sport England project
team, taking place from 2-3pm on Wednesday 17th January 2024 over MS Teams. This
will be an opportunity for you to find out more about the forthcoming procurement, provide
feedback and ask questions about the work, and meet other suppliers who may wish to
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collaborate. We will use the sessions to help us finalise the brief. You can book onto the
session here: 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e775c32a-
f72c-4343-8e20-dce254651de0@c8aa047b-166f-4855-90ea-b8ab9d872d1d

II.1.5) Estimated total value

Value excluding VAT: £2,500,000

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

73000000 - Research and development services and related consultancy services

79311400 - Economic research services

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UK - United Kingdom

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

To help us measure and evaluate the contribution of the Open Fund to the four strategic
aims of Uniting the Movement, learn about what is working including how Sport England
administers the Fund, and support the evolution and development of the Fund including
an explicit focus on innovation.

II.3) Estimated date of publication of contract notice

4 March 2024

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e775c32a-f72c-4343-8e20-dce254651de0@c8aa047b-166f-4855-90ea-b8ab9d872d1d
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e775c32a-f72c-4343-8e20-dce254651de0@c8aa047b-166f-4855-90ea-b8ab9d872d1d
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Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes

Section VI. Complementary information

VI.3) Additional information

Interested suppliers can book to attend an open session with the Sport England project
team, taking place from 2-3pm on Wednesday 17th January 2024 over MS Teams. This
will be an opportunity for you to find out more about the forthcoming procurement, provide
feedback and ask questions about the work, and meet other suppliers who may wish to
collaborate. We will use the sessions to help us finalise the brief.

Further information on the project can be found in the short video attached to this notice.
We ask that interested parties watch this video before attending the engagement session,
which provides further background and context.

Links

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e775c32a-
f72c-4343-8e20-dce254651de0@c8aa047b-166f-4855-90ea-b8ab9d872d1d

Engagement Session Meeting Invite

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dT47RkwG87I

Project Summary Video
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https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e775c32a-f72c-4343-8e20-dce254651de0@c8aa047b-166f-4855-90ea-b8ab9d872d1d
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