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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/035770-2023 

Award

A fully automated system for the sectioning of wax tissue
blocks including mounting onto a glass slide for further
staining.

Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

F15: Voluntary ex ante transparency notice

Notice identifier: 2023/S 000-035770
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-0421bc  
Published 5 December 2023, 11:52am

Section I: Contracting authority/entity

I.1) Name and addresses

Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Hills Rd

Cambridge

CB2 0QQ

Contact

Sue Mulcock - Procurement Manager

Email

sue.mulcock@nhs.net

Telephone

+44 1223274305

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/035770-2023
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/035770-2023
mailto:sue.mulcock@nhs.net
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Country

United Kingdom

Region code

UKH12 - Cambridgeshire CC

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.cuh.nhs.uk

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Body governed by public law

I.5) Main activity

Health

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

A fully automated system for the sectioning of wax tissue blocks including mounting onto
a glass slide for further staining.

Reference number

ADD/PU/SM/23/27

II.1.2) Main CPV code

38000000 - Laboratory, optical and precision equipments (excl. glasses)

II.1.3) Type of contract

Supplies

II.1.4) Short description

https://www.cuh.nhs.uk
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Provision of a fully automated system for the sectioning of wax tissue blocks including
mounting onto a glass slide for further staining.

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.1.7) Total value of the procurement (excluding VAT)

Value excluding VAT: £978,000

II.2) Description

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UKH12 - Cambridgeshire CC

Main site or place of performance

Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, Cambridge

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

As described at Section II.1.4 above

II.2.5) Award criteria

Cost criterion - Name: Price / Weighting: 100

II.2.11) Information about options

Options: No

II.2.13) Information about European Union Funds

The procurement is related to a project and/or programme financed by European Union
funds: No
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Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.1) Type of procedure

Award of a contract without prior publication of a call for competition in the cases listed
below

The procurement falls outside the scope of application of the regulations

Explanation:

The Trust intends to enter into a contract with Axlab ltd for the provision of a fully
automated system for the sectioning of wax tissue blocks including mounting onto glass
slides and labeling the slides for further staining. The Trust believes there are no other
suppliers able to offer this specialist equipment, the provision of which is unique and
exclusive to Axlab Ltd, as the supplier of the equipment.

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: No

Section V. Award of contract/concession

Contract No

ADD/PU/SM/23/27

Title

A fully automated system for the sectioning of wax tissue blocks including mounting onto
a glass slide for further staining.

A contract/lot is awarded: Yes

V.2) Award of contract/concession

V.2.1) Date of conclusion of the contract

5 December 2023

V.2.2) Information about tenders
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The contract has been awarded to a group of economic operators: No

V.2.3) Name and address of the contractor/concessionaire

Axlab Ltd

112c High Street, Hadleigh,

Ipswich,

IP7 5EL

Country

United Kingdom

NUTS code

UKH12 - Cambridgeshire CC

The contractor/concessionaire is an SME

Yes

V.2.4) Information on value of contract/lot/concession (excluding VAT)

Total value of the contract/lot/concession: £978,000

V.2.5) Information about subcontracting

The contract/lot/concession is likely to be subcontracted
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Section VI. Complementary information

VI.4) Procedures for review

VI.4.1) Review body

Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Hills Road

Cambridge

Cb2 )QQ

Country

United Kingdom
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