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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/034773-2022 

Planning

Autoclave Moulding Facility

University of Bristol

F01: Prior information notice
Prior information only  
Notice identifier: 2022/S 000-034773
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-038bd4  
Published 8 December 2022, 12:16pm

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

University of Bristol

4th Floor, Augustine's Courtyard, Orchard Lane

Bristol

BS1 5DS

Contact

Helen Warren

Email

purchasing-office@bristol.ac.uk

Telephone

+44 01179289000

Country

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/034773-2022
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/034773-2022
mailto:purchasing-office@bristol.ac.uk
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United Kingdom

Region code

UKK11 - Bristol, City of

Internet address(es)

Main address

http://www.bristol.ac.uk

I.3) Communication

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Body governed by public law

I.5) Main activity

Education

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Autoclave Moulding Facility

Reference number

Lab-2205-114-PC_2216

II.1.2) Main CPV code

44615000 - Pressure vessels

II.1.3) Type of contract

Supplies

EXTLINK
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II.1.4) Short description

The University of Bristol BCI has secured £250,000 of funding to procure a High
Temperature (upto 450 °C) Autoclave Moulding Facility for Thermoset and Thermoplastic
polymer matrix Composites within the BCI

II.1.5) Estimated total value

Value excluding VAT: £250,000

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

42940000 - Machinery for the heat treatment of materials

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UKK11 - Bristol, City of

Main site or place of performance

University of Bristol,

Queen’s Building,

University Walk,

Bristol,

BS8 1TR

Grid ref: ST 58326 73262

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

Bristol Composites Institute (BCI), established in March 2017, is building on the expertise
and 10-year track record of the Advanced Composites Collaboration for Innovation and
Science (ACCIS). We bring together composite’s activities across the University of Bristol
(UOB); based in the Faculty of Engineering and linking to the Faculties of Science and
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Health Sciences. 

The BCI are seeking to inform the market and enter into early market engagement for the
procurement of a High Temperature Autoclave Moulding Facility, with ports and suitable
for a variety of instrumentation as well as the addition of resin lines. The facility will be
used for thermosetting materials that will have a maximum temperature of 250°C and
thermoplastic research, with a maximum temperature of 450°C. The facility must have an
advanced control and data logging system which can integrate with any instrumentation
and the computing/network facilities available at UoB.  

The BCI plan to run a competition in the new year, with the intention to award a contract
by July 2023 which must be delivered, installed, commissioned and ready for use in the
BCI laboratory, Queen’s Building within 12 months of the contract start date.  

The University would like to invite interested providers to a site-visit and market
engagement session to give you a greater understating of our needs, potential challenges
in delivery and to help us to better understand the current market .

Sessions will involve a site-visit and will be held on Weds 11th Jan and Weds 18th Jan,
strictly by invitation only. Sessions will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.

For further information and to book your place on one of the sessions, please contact
Procurement (email: purchasing-office@bristol.ac.uk).

II.2.14) Additional information

Bristol Composites Institute (BCI), established in March 2017, is building on the expertise
and 10-year track record of the Advanced Composites Collaboration for Innovation and
Science (ACCIS). We bring together composite’s activities across the University of Bristol
(UOB); based in the Faculty of Engineering and linking to the Faculties of Science and
Health Sciences. 

The BCI are seeking to inf

II.3) Estimated date of publication of contract notice

26 January 2023

mailto:purchasing-office@bristol.ac.uk
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Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes

Section VI. Complementary information

VI.3) Additional information

This notice is to advertise the University's intention to undertake soft market testing
related to the new Autoclave Moulding Facility. This notice is not a call for competition to
procure any services, supplies or works for the University. The University is not obliged to
follow up the soft market testing in any way or with any interested parties and it is not
liable for any costs or expenses incurred by any party. Following the soft market testing,
the University may terminate the process and conclude the procurement by other means.
Interested parties will not be prejudiced by any response or failure to respond to the
market testing. A response to the market testing does not guarantee any invitation to
participate in this soft market testing exercise or any future public procurement process.
Any procurement of any contract by the University will be carried out in accordance with
the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. The Contracting Authority intends to use an
eTendering system in this procurement exercise and reserves the right to use a reverse
auction.

The University of Bristol Terms and Conditions of this Contract may be requested by
contacting purchasing-office@bristol.ac.uk. There will not be any negotiations on any of
the substantive terms of the tender documents, including the Conditions of Contract.

In issuing this PIN and seeking to notify the market. The University makes no commitment
to undertake these procurements. Non-participation by economic operators will not be
taken into account in any future procurement activities and will not preclude and/or
prejudice any economic operator from tendering for the provision of these goods and
services.
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