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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/033795-2025 

Award

Chapelcross Solar Farm

Nuclear Restoration Services Limited

F15: Voluntary ex ante transparency notice

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-033795

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-055038  

Published 19 June 2025, 3:44pm

Section I: Contracting authority/entity

I.1) Name and addresses

Nuclear Restoration Services Limited

Hinton House, Birchwood Park Avenue, Risley

Warrington

WA3 6GR

Contact

Roger Wrayford

Email

roger.ga.wrayford@nrservices.uk

Country

United Kingdom

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/033795-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/033795-2025
mailto:roger.ga.wrayford@nrservices.uk
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Region code

UK - United Kingdom

National registration number

02264251

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services

Buyer's address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services

I.6) Main activity

Other activity

Nuclear Decommissioning

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Chapelcross Solar Farm

II.1.2) Main CPV code

09330000 - Solar energy

II.1.3) Type of contract

Supplies

II.1.4) Short description

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services
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The contracting authority, Nuclear Restoration Services Limited (“NRS”) will be entering
into a 40-year lease and power purchase agreement (with an option to terminate the
arrangement at 25 years) with a special purpose vehicle named Chapelcross Energy Project
Limited (“CEPL”) relating to land at NRS’ site at the former Chapelcross nuclear power
station which has been defueled and is being decommissioned. NRS is contracting with CEPL
as nominated and wholly owned by Green Energy International Limited (“GEIL”) on the basis
of Regulation 32 of the Public Contracts Regulation 2015.

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.1.7) Total value of the procurement (excluding VAT)

Value excluding VAT: £24,000,000

II.2) Description

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UK - United Kingdom

Main site or place of performance

Chapelcross

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

The contracting authority, Nuclear Restoration Services Limited (“NRS”) will be entering
into a 40-year lease and power purchase agreement (with an option to terminate the
arrangement at 25 years) with a special purpose vehicle named Chapelcross Energy Project
Limited (“CEPL”) relating to land at NRS’ site at the former Chapelcross nuclear power
station which has been defueled and is being decommissioned (the “Site”). CEPL is wholly
owned by Green Energy International Limited (“GEIL”) and intends to develop the Jockstown
Fam solar farm which is adjacent to the Site.

In 2019 NRS began exploring options for a solar farm development at the Site. Following
various technical and commercial studies which considered grid connection availability, NRS
identified that the only commercially and technically feasible option which could guarantee
the necessary grid connection was by contracting with CEPL. This is because GEIL currently
holds the grid connection, which will be novated across to CEPL in order for CEPL to develop
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the Site.

The technical and commercial reports revealed no reasonable alternative options. As such on
29.11.21 NRS commenced formal negotiations with GEIL as the ultimate owner of CEPL
pursuant to Regulation 32 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. Such negotiations have
continued throughout the intervening period and NRS now intends to contract with CEPL by
way of a lease and related power purchase agreement. Both agreements are necessary to
achieve NRS’s requirements, and it is not possible to sever these agreements for this reason.

The purpose of the lease is to enable CEPL to construct a – 10MW solar energy farm on the
Chapelcross site, in parallel with the Jockstown Farm solar farm, and under the power
purchase agreement NRS will agree to purchase an amount of electricity from that on site
solar farm development which will be used to power the Chapelcross site, and any surplus
will be netted off other NES sites demand via an electricity sleeving arrangement with EDF
(NOTE the EDF arrangement is a separately procured arrangement (through a CCS
framework) which is not the subject of this VEAT).

NRS will not enter into the contract until a period of at least 10 calendar days has passed
following publication of the notice.

II.2.5) Award criteria

Price 

II.2.11) Information about options

Options: No

II.2.13) Information about European Union Funds

The procurement is related to a project and/or programme financed by European Union
funds: No

Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.1) Type of procedure

Award of a contract without prior publication of a call for competition in the cases listed
below
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The procurement falls outside the scope of application of the regulations

Explanation:

NRS is awarding the lease and power purchase agreement to CEPL in accordance with the
provisions of regulation 32 of the Public Contract Regulations 2015.

NRS concluded, based on the outcome of a technical report on grid availability
(commissioned 2022 and published March 2023) and commercial advice, that the
requirements of Regulation 32(2)(b)(ii) had been satisfied for the following technical
reasons:
(1) The adjacency of the Jockstown Farm solar farm to the Site which is necessary so as to
make the development of a solar farm on the Site a viable proposition. A commercial
assessment has demonstrated that the development of a 10MW solar farm on the Site would
be unviable/uneconomical and, as such, the development by NRS of the Site in isolation
would not be a reasonable alternative. GEIL’s [ownership/leasehold interest] in the Site and
its novation of the grid connection to CEPL means that NRS is dependent on CEPL
developing the Jockstown Farm solar form and therefore CEPL is in an exclusive position.
(2) GEIL has a connection offer from Scottish Power Energy Networks and the absence of
alternative grid capacity/connection prior to 2028 meant that an alternative solar farm could
not be developed by an alternative developer in/around the Site. Jockstown Farm creates
the opportunity as the land that GEIL obtained access to has a lower generation capacity
than the headroom in the connection agreement. Whilst NRS was aware that there were
other developers in the area seeking connections post 2028, they did not consider this to
offer a reasonable alternative due to the delay which it would cause to the project (with
resulting economic and carbon savin loss).

NRS therefore reasonably concluded that Regulation 32(2)(b)(ii) had been satisfied and
commenced formal negotiations with GEIL [as ultimate owner of CEPL], in respect of
contracting with CEPL on this basis.

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes

Section V. Award of contract/concession

A contract/lot is awarded: Yes

V.2) Award of contract/concession

V.2.1) Date of conclusion of the contract
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19 June 2025

V.2.2) Information about tenders

The contract has been awarded to a group of economic operators: No

V.2.3) Name and address of the contractor/concessionaire

Chapelcross Energy Project limited

Trinity House, Newby Road, Hazel Grove

stockport

sk7 5da

Country

United Kingdom

NUTS code

UK - United Kingdom

National registration number

15906753

Internet address

www.greenenergy-int.com

The contractor/concessionaire is an SME

Yes

V.2.4) Information on value of contract/lot/concession (excluding VAT)

Initial estimated total value of the contract/lot/concession: £24,000,000

Total value of the contract/lot/concession: £24,000,000

http://www.greenenergy-int.com
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Section VI. Complementary information

VI.4) Procedures for review

VI.4.1) Review body

Royal Courts Of Justice

Strand

London

WC2A 2LL

Email

rcj.dco@justice.gov.uk

Country

United Kingdom

Internet address

https://www.find-court-tribunal.service.gov.uk/courts/royal-courts-of-justice

VI.4.2) Body responsible for mediation procedures

Royal Courts Of Justice

Strand

London

WC2A 2LL

Email

rcj.dco@justice.gov.uk

Country

United Kingdom

mailto:rcj.dco@justice.gov.uk
https://www.find-court-tribunal.service.gov.uk/courts/royal-courts-of-justice
mailto:rcj.dco@justice.gov.uk
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Internet address

https://www.find-court-tribunal.service.gov.uk/courts/royal-courts-of-justice

VI.4.4) Service from which information about the review procedure may be
obtained

Nuclear Restoration Services Limited

Hinton House, Birchwood Park Avenue, Risley

Warrington

WA3 6GR

Email

nrs.supplier.queries@nrservices.uk

Country

United Kingdom

Internet address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services
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