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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/029541-2023 

Contract

Evaluation of the NCEA Programme (2021-2025)

Defra Network eTendering Portal

F03: Contract award notice

Notice identifier: 2023/S 000-029541
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-03e282  
Published 6 October 2023, 1:48pm

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

Defra Network eTendering Portal

17 Nobel House

London

SW1P 3JR

Contact

Lucy Coulson

Email

lucy.coulson@defra.gov.uk

Country

United Kingdom

Region code

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/029541-2023
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/029541-2023
mailto:lucy.coulson@defra.gov.uk
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UK - United Kingdom

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-
affairs

Buyer's address

https://defra-family.force.com/s/Welcome

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

National or federal Agency/Office

I.5) Main activity

Environment

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
https://defra-family.force.com/s/Welcome
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Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Evaluation of the NCEA Programme (2021-2025)

II.1.2) Main CPV code

73200000 - Research and development consultancy services

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

The Natural Capital and Ecosystem Assessment (NCEA) is a £140m R&D programme
delivered over three years through two separate portfolios, terrestrial (tNCEA) and marine
(mNCEA). It is a science, innovation and transformation programme, which spans across
land and water environments, set up to collect data on the extent, condition and change
over time of England’s ecosystems and natural capital, and the benefits to society.
Together, these approaches provide a more holistic and joined-up view of our natural
environment, enabling us to identify connections, dependencies, and trade-offs between
policy ambitions and to make better-informed decisions that truly benefit people and
nature. The evaluation contract’s objectives are to assess the relevance, effectiveness
(including cost-effectiveness), outcomes and sustainability (i.e. integration into business
as usual) of the NCEA. The evaluation will go beyond the monitoring of outputs (which will
be led by the Programme Management Offices) to identify the mechanisms through which
change takes place; and assess the likelihood of long-term effects being sustained
through the adoption of a natural capital approach across business areas. It will provide
an accountability function for a significant investment of public funds, and capture learning
throughout the lifetime of the programme to shape programme delivery.

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.1.7) Total value of the procurement (excluding VAT)

Value excluding VAT: £997,552.14

II.2) Description
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II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

73200000 - Research and development consultancy services

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UK - United Kingdom

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

The Natural Capital and Ecosystem Assessment (NCEA) is a £140m R&D programme
delivered over three years through two separate portfolios, terrestrial (tNCEA) and marine
(mNCEA). It is a science, innovation and transformation programme, which spans across
land and water environments, set up to collect data on the extent, condition and change
over time of England’s ecosystems and natural capital, and the benefits to society.
Together, these approaches provide a more holistic and joined-up view of our natural
environment, enabling us to identify connections, dependencies, and trade-offs between
policy ambitions and to make better-informed decisions that truly benefit people and
nature. The evaluation contract’s objectives are to assess the relevance, effectiveness
(including cost-effectiveness), outcomes and sustainability (i.e. integration into business
as usual) of the NCEA. The evaluation will go beyond the monitoring of outputs (which will
be led by the Programme Management Offices) to identify the mechanisms through which
change takes place; and assess the likelihood of long-term effects being sustained
through the adoption of a natural capital approach across business areas. It will provide
an accountability function for a significant investment of public funds, and capture learning
throughout the lifetime of the programme to shape programme delivery.

II.2.5) Award criteria

Quality criterion - Name: Technical Envelope / Weighting: 80%

Cost criterion - Name: Commercial Envelope / Weighting: 20%

II.2.11) Information about options

Options: No

II.2.13) Information about European Union Funds

The procurement is related to a project and/or programme financed by European Union
funds: No
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Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.1) Type of procedure

Open procedure

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes

IV.2) Administrative information

IV.2.1) Previous publication concerning this procedure

Notice number: 2023/S 000-020470

Section V. Award of contract

A contract/lot is awarded: Yes

V.2) Award of contract

V.2.1) Date of conclusion of the contract

3 October 2023

V.2.2) Information about tenders

Number of tenders received: 6 

The contract has been awarded to a group of economic operators: No

V.2.3) Name and address of the contractor

Ipsos

3 Thomas More St

London

E1W 1YW

/Notice/020470-2023
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Telephone

+44 2030595000

Country

United Kingdom

NUTS code

UK - United Kingdom

National registration number

948470

The contractor is an SME

No

V.2.4) Information on value of contract/lot (excluding VAT)

Initial estimated total value of the contract/lot: £1,000,000

Total value of the contract/lot: £997,552.14
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Section VI. Complementary information

VI.4) Procedures for review

VI.4.1) Review body

Defra Network eTendering Portal

17 Nobel House

London

SW1P 3JR

Country

United Kingdom

Internet address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-
affairs
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