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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/028863-2025 

Planning

Learning & Development - Practitioner Course Strategic
Affairs (UK2 Pre-Market Engagement Notice)

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types 

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-028863
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-0529f3 
Published 30 May 2025, 3:11pm

Scope 

Reference

project_12546

Description

The Strategic Affairs Capability Team within the Foreign Commonwealth and
Development Office is responsible for developing and delivering training for HMG civil
servants on topics related to International Security and Strategic Affairs. It is reviewing
options for the delivery of learning in this area this Financial Year. 

The Integrated Review Refresh in 2023 and the Foreign Secretary’s Locarno speech in
January of this year both highlighted the need to re-learn skills related to escalation,
deterrence and the managing competition between Great Powers.

Building on learning previously delivered by Kings College London’s Department of War
Studies, FCDO is looking at options to further develop and deliver a bespoke two-day,
face-to-face training course that will involve lectures, seminars and workshops, covering

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/028863-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/028863-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
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the areas referenced above.

Course content will be developed and delivered by a UK located, higher education
institution. A credible provider will need to demonstrate Strategic Affairs expertise and
detailed insight to the syllabus. It will need to deliver the training:

(i) To approximately 400-500 students in approximately 13 courses (i.e. a single course of
2 days would cover 30-40 students, repeated a fixed number of times).

(ii) To an audience composed of UK civil servants and military officers, plus a proportion
of military officers and officials from allied NATO countries.

(iii) In a window between October 2025 to February 2026.

(iv) From a venue in London, United Kingdom, with at least 1 training course occurring
outside London but within the UK (probably Scotland) and at least 2 occurring at FCDO
establishments overseas. 

The estimated maximum budget for this requirement is £375,000.

The course will not need to contain any classified materials, as we expect it to cover
academic concepts well discussed in the public domain. Teaching staff will not need to
hold a security clearance, though it would be favourable if they did. Deep familiarity with
the UK defence establishment, the UK’s conventional and nuclear deterrent capabilities
and policy, its foreign policy objectives and challenges are strongly preferred. 

This area of academic interest is not new, but it is undergoing renewed interest and
challenge in a way not seen since the end of the Cold War. For this reason we would
prefer a large academic provider with a strong interdisciplinary track record as well as an
excellent administrative support to ensure timely, hassle-free delivery. Proposals that can
incorporate alternative or non-traditional challenges, potentially from more than one other
institution, are welcome.

Total value (estimated)

£375,000 excluding VAT

£450,000 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold
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Contract dates (estimated)

1 October 2025 to 31 March 2026

6 months

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

80000000 - Education and training services

Contract locations

UK - United Kingdom

Engagement 

Engagement deadline

13 June 2025

Engagement process description

Should the Authority proceed with this project and determine to competitively tender
requirements, it is probable that the Crown Commercial Service Learning and Training
Services DPS (RM6219) will be the procurement route to market with tender exercise
likely commencing in July 2025.
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The purpose of this Preliminary Market Engagement notice is to signpost academic
institutions towards the DPS with view to registration in anticipation of any forthcoming
opportunity. 

Details of the DPS append this link: www.crowncommercial.gov.uk/agreements/RM6219. 

It is your organisation's responsibility to contact the Crown Commercial Service to apply to
join it.

Submission 

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

1 July 2025

Contracting authority 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PXRR-8771-PHVX

King Charles Street

London

SW1A 2AH

United Kingdom

Contact name: Chris Penny

https://www.crowncommercial.gov.uk/agreements/RM6219.
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Email: Christopher.Penny@fco.gov.uk

Website:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office

Region: UKI32 - Westminster

Organisation type: Public authority - central government
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