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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/020504-2021 

Planning

Re-establishment of Consultancy DPS

NHS South, Central and West Commercial Support Unit

F21: Social and other specific services – public contracts
Prior information notice without call for competition  
Notice identifier: 2021/S 000-020504
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-02d787  
Published 20 August 2021, 3:41pm

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

NHS South, Central and West Commercial Support Unit

Omega House, 112 Southampton Road,

Eastleigh

SO50 5PB

Contact

Cieran Dowling

Email

justaskprocurement@nhs.net

Telephone

+44 7825103193

Country

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/020504-2021
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/020504-2021
mailto:justaskprocurement@nhs.net
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United Kingdom

NUTS code

UK - United Kingdom

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.scwcsu.nhs.uk/about/about-us

Buyer's address

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/scwcsu/aspx/Home

I.3) Communication

The procurement documents are available for unrestricted and full direct access, free of
charge, at

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/scwcsu/aspx/Home

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Body governed by public law

I.5) Main activity

Health

https://www.scwcsu.nhs.uk/about/about-us
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/scwcsu/aspx/Home
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/scwcsu/aspx/Home
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Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Re-establishment of Consultancy DPS

Reference number

SCW/NHSSCWCSU/00001382/2017

II.1.2) Main CPV code

79410000 - Business and management consultancy services

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

The following is a PIN notice only and is being placed to alert providers to a future
procurement exercise for a Consultancy based Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS). Any
values and timescales stated are for guidance purposes only and should not be taken as
a guarantee.

NHS SCW is considering their options regarding the format of the next variation of their
existing Consultancy Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS).

NHS SCW wishes to conduct market engagement with interested suppliers to investigate
the current market capabilities and develop possible solutions to shape the future of
Consultancy Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) lot formation and processes.

Interested suppliers are invited to complete a questionnaire that has been designed to
develop an understanding of the current appetite of suppliers in the market. The
questionnaire along with further details on the current Consultancy DPS lots is available
via the Intend e-procurement system.

This is an information gathering exercise only. For the sake of clarity respondents should
note that their information will be held as commercial in confidence and solely used for the
purpose of strategy formation.

II.1.5) Estimated total value
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Value excluding VAT: £100,000,000

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

66170000 - Financial consultancy, financial transaction processing and clearing-house services

72220000 - Systems and technical consultancy services

72240000 - Systems analysis and programming services

73200000 - Research and development consultancy services

79000000 - Business services: law, marketing, consulting, recruitment, printing and security

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UK - United Kingdom

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

SCW CSU is seeking views from potential suppliers to inform their approach and
specification. With SCW's current Consultancy DPS coming to its end of term, SCW is
proposed to establish a new updated Dynamic Purchasing System framework (DPS). The
DPS will be available for all other CSUs to access. This could include multiple consultancy
lots for example (but not limited to):

• Procurement & Supply Chain Consultancy

• Service and System Transformation (including needs assessment, best practice advice,
service and pathway redesign, financial analysis and modelling, new commissioning and
contracting models, Clinical Service Review, programme and project management,
evaluation) 

• Digital Transformation 

• IT services 

• Software development
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• BI and Analysis - (including risk stratification and case finding, care planning, utilisation
review) 

• Corporate governance (including risk management, information governance) •
Communications and Engagement

• Workforce and Organisation Development covering diagnostics, analysis, programme
management, intervention deployment. Executive Development including board level and
systems coaching and mentoring. Services required would also cover strategic
organisation design and systems leadership and/or systems thinking - i.e. where we need
to support the executive team and others in the system to take the broadest view of their
development journey.

• Business Development (ie to support the development of our own business including
marketing and bid support)

The DPS can streamline procurement for both suppliers and authorities; suppliers don't
have to demonstrate suitability and capability every time they wish to compete for a public
sector contract and the award of individual tenders can be quicker than under some other
procedures. The DPS is more flexible in some respects than frameworks, particularly as
suppliers may join it at any time during its period of validity, meaning that suppliers are not
locked out for the duration as they are with traditional frameworks. Our aim is to also
decrease the burden and cost on organisations to access public sector contracts, and use
this format to attract more specialist SME's and niche providers that may not wish to sign
up to larger frameworks. 

In order to meet customer requirements SCW and other parts of the NHS are often
challenged to offer rapid solutions with specialist expertise to support customers in critical
pieces of work. It is anticipated that setting in place a new DPS will continue to assist in
this regard as partners can be sourced quickly and competitively. It ensures maximum
transparency of procurement activity, open competition and compliance with standing
financial instructions.

The contract period for the DPS will remain open (valid) for approximately 5 years.

II.3) Estimated date of publication of contract notice

1 October 2021
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Section VI. Complementary information

VI.3) Additional information

This notice is an information gathering exercise rather than a call for competition in its
own right, and therefore publication or response does not commit the commissioner(s) to
a future procurement, nor provide any process exemptions or preferential treatment to any
parties expressing an interest. NHS SCW will not be liable for costs incurred by any
interested party in participating in this exercise.  

Interested suppliers are required to submit their expressions of interest to via the In-Tend
E-Tendering system https://in-tendhost.co.uk/scwcsu/aspx/Home. Further information will
be shared upon submitting the expression of interest.
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