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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/019672-2021 

Planning

Bycatch Monitoring Programme

Defra Network eTendering Portal

F01: Prior information notice
Prior information only  
Notice identifier: 2021/S 000-019672
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-02d447  
Published 12 August 2021, 10:45pm

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

Defra Network eTendering Portal

Horizon House, Deanery Road

Bristol

BS1 5AH

Contact

Alison Dyson

Email

al.dyson@environment-agency.gov.uk

Telephone

+44 7826877510

Country

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/019672-2021
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/019672-2021
mailto:al.dyson@environment-agency.gov.uk
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United Kingdom

NUTS code

UK - United Kingdom

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://defra.bravosolution.co.uk

I.2) Information about joint procurement

The contract is awarded by a central purchasing body

I.3) Communication

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Ministry or any other national or federal authority

I.5) Main activity

Environment

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Bycatch Monitoring Programme

II.1.2) Main CPV code

90700000 - Environmental services

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

https://defra.bravosolution.co.uk
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II.1.4) Short description

The current UK Bycatch Monitoring Programme (BMP) has been operating for over a
decade. The programme investigates bycatch of sensitive marine species using observers
onboard fishing vessels, enabling assessment of risk and bycatch rates in UK fisheries.
With the repeal and replacement of Regulation (EC) 812/2004 and the UK’s departure
from the European Union, we are taking this opportunity to review and update the
monitoring programme to ensure a comprehensive approach to support improved
understanding of sensitive species bycatch (i.e. dolphins, whales and porpoises; seals;
seabirds; turtles; and sharks, skates and rays) within UK waters. 

The Authority is seeking to make the market aware of the upcoming procurement need
and to establish interested parties in bidding for the BMP contract. The Authority would
like to expand the current BMP remit to increase monitoring coverage and sampling effort,
and to integrate other methods of monitoring. The Authority believes there could be
advantages to having many experts and organisations working together on this contract
and therefore would consider a consortium approach. 

The project will be advertised using the Authority’s e-sourcing system (Bravo) under the
Open Procedure route.

II.1.5) Estimated total value

Value excluding VAT: £1,050,000

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

90700000 - Environmental services

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UK - United Kingdom

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

The contract is due to commence 1st April 2022 and will be for an initial pilot period of 3
years. Following this period, we hope to consider a longer-term contract such as 10 years.
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The purpose of this PIN is to provide the market with an overview of the type of service
required and an opportunity for organisations to engage with one another if that is the
approach they decide to take. We are also looking for feedback at a high-level on what
would be possible to be delivered within the budget of £1,050,000 for the 3-year period.

The objectives of the BMP contract will be set out in the full specification but will include: 

• Collecting monitoring data on bycatch of cetaceans, seabirds, seals, elasmobranchs,
and turtles and using this to generate annual estimates of bycatch rates.

• Building on the existing programme by bringing together data from a combination of
validated monitoring methods to improve our understanding of how and where bycatch is
occurring.

• Contributing to assessments including identifying high-risk situations (e.g. areas, gear
types, fisheries) for bycatch and contributing to evaluations of the effectiveness of
mitigation measures (such as Acoustic Deterrent Devices) in reducing bycatch.

II.2.14) Additional information

If you are interested in bidding for this contract, please email Alison Dyson - 
al.dyson@environment-agency.gov.uk, providing me with your contact name, company
name, address, tel. and email address. I will keep a record of your details and inform you
when the tender goes live, in early October. Closing date for interest to be registered is by
17:00 hrs on Friday 10 Sept 21.

II.3) Estimated date of publication of contract notice

8 October 2021

Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes
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