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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/018239-2026 

Tender

Lit Review: Cyanobacterial toxins in fish arising from
cyanobacterial bloom

Food Standards Agency

UK4: Tender notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information about notice types 

Notice identifier: 2026/S 000-018239
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-065f0d 
Published 2 March 2026, 9:58am

Scope 

Reference

C423907

Description

This literature review being tendered links into the FSA Strategy 2022 – 2027. This
strategy states that the FSA’s fundamental mission is food you can trust. The FSA will
continue to protect consumers by ensuring that food is safe and is what it says it is. This
proposed piece of work is part of a wider programme of work and will sit in the Chemical
Hazards in Food and Feed research programme. This is one of the FSA’s Areas of
research interest | Food Standards Agency (ARI) and sits under ‘Research priority two:
chemical, radiological and food hypersensitivity risks–How will dietary and other consumer-
driven shifts in the food system change chemical, radiological and allergen risk over the
next 5 years and how can we better anticipate them?’. The main aim of the area of
interest (ARI) is to provide evidence to support effective risk management decisions by
ensuring the risk analysis process is informed by independent, science-led risk
assessment and socio-economic analytical evidence. Research under this ARI, including
surveys and other research projects, will provide FSA scientists and policymakers with

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/018239-2026
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/018239-2026
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
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current and reliable information on chemicals in food and feed.

Lough Neagh in Northern Ireland is the largest freshwater lake in Ireland and Britain,
measuring 400 square km. During the summer and autumn of 2023, 2024 and 2025,
Lough Neagh has been affected by cyanobacterial blooms. Cyanobacterial blooms are
expected to continue to occur in Lough Neagh, resulting in the presence of cyanobacterial
toxins in fish and possible other foods. The types of toxins detected, and their
concentrations, are expected to vary over time. 

The objectives of this literature review are to fill in the data gaps regarding occurrence and
toxicity through food and feed of cyanobacterial toxins in fish and other foods arising from
cyanobacterial blooms. This literature review will consider the toxins that are currently
being tested for as part of the ongoing monitoring programme (free and total microcystins,
anaxtoxins, cylindrospermopsins and saxitoxins) as well as any other potential toxins,
including anabaenopeptins which have recently been detected in the water in Lough
Neagh. This piece of work will also enable the FSA to ensure all relevant contemporary
scientific evidence is taken into account during the completion of our risk assessments for
food and feed.

This literature review is required to consider the most up-to-date scientific literature of the
occurrence and toxicity through food and feed of cyanobacterial toxins in fish and other
foods. As a part of this review, it would be critical to determine the latest knowledge on the
toxicity of these toxins and the levels of their occurrence, sites of occurrence and
bioaccumulation in fish species relevant to those found in Lough Neagh as well
unidentifiable peaks which may contain other toxins. Information about the accumulation
of toxins from year to year in fish within the same water body that is affected by recurring
algal blooms would be useful as well as insights as to how toxin levels may vary by the
age or size of the fish. 

In addition, knowledge of their occurrence and/or combined toxicology in wildfowl,
waterfowl and other food products, such as meat and milk from cows exposed by living on
or around waterways affected by cyanobacterial blooms and/or consuming the blue green
algae material would be beneficial.

 Information on the susceptibilities of various animal species such as zoo animal species
which consume fish from Lough Neagh would be very useful. Information in relation to the
seasonal patterns of blue green algae (i.e. when they are most potent) will further help to
support and inform future sampling monitoring programmes. An understanding of what
other countries are detecting in relation to cyanotoxins in fish or other foods and what
action they are taking in relation to this would be beneficial.  

Other potential sources of contamination in these blue green algae affected waters and
the extent to which cyanotoxins can accumulate in these sources such as sediments
which when disturbed may release cyanotoxins in the water resulting in exposure by fish
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and other aquatic wildlife have not been considered previously and would be beneficial to
be considered as part of this literature review. 

Once a literature review has been completed, the FSA and a scientific advisory committee
(SAC), the Committee on Toxicology of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products and the
Environment (COT), will evaluate the data gathered and use it to inform future risk
assessments and risk management and wider regulatory policy decisions and guidance.

Total value (estimated)

£125,000 excluding VAT

£150,000 including VAT

Below the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)

18 May 2026 to 31 March 2027

Possible extension to 28 April 2027

11 months, 11 days

Description of possible extension:

An optional extension period of up to four (4) weeks may be applied, solely to
accommodate unforeseen delays. This extension is at the Authority’s discretion and does
not alter the requirement for the Supplier to deliver all final outputs by 31 March 2026.

Main procurement category

Services
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CPV classifications

73000000 - Research and development services and related consultancy services

73200000 - Research and development consultancy services

Participation 

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Voluntary, community and social enterprises (VCSE)

Submission 

Enquiry deadline

16 March 2026, 12:00pm

Tender submission deadline

30 March 2026, 12:00pm

Submission address and any special instructions

Tenders for FSA funded projects must be submitted through the health-family single e-
Commercial System (Atamis), using the following link: https://health-
family.force.com/s/Welcome

https://health-family.force.com/s/Welcome
https://health-family.force.com/s/Welcome
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Tenders may be submitted electronically

Yes

Award criteria 

Name Description Type Weighting
Technical See Specification for

more details. The
technical criteria is
broken down into 6
sections.

Quality 80.00%

Commercial See specification for
more details. The
Commercial section is
split into 5 sub-
sections.

Cost 20.00%

Procedure 

Procedure type

Below threshold - open competition

Contracting authority 

Food Standards Agency

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PJRM-6866-LYYX
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YO1 7PR

York

YO1 7PR

United Kingdom

Contact name: FSA Commercial

Email: fsa.commercial@food.gov.uk

Website: https://www.food.gov.uk/

Region: UKE21 - York

Organisation type: Public authority - central government
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