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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/017965-2026

Planning
Operators Panel Manager for the Scottish Wave & Tidal
Operators Agreement

Crown Estate Scotland

FO1: Prior information notice

Prior information only

Notice identifier: 2026/S 000-017965

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-065e69
Published 27 February 2026, 2:10pm

Section I: Contracting authority
I.1) Name and addresses

Crown Estate Scotland

Quartermile Two, 2nd Floor, 2 Lister Square
Edinburgh

EH3 9GL

Email

flexibleprocurement@scotland-excel.org.uk

Telephone
+44 7586570421
Country

United Kingdom


https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/017965-2026
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/017965-2026
mailto:flexibleprocurement@scotland-excel.org.uk
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NUTS code
UK - United Kingdom

Internet address(es)

Main address

http://crownestatescotland.com/

Buyer's address

https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/Search_AuthProfile.aspx?ID=AA2944
4

1.2) Information about joint procurement

The contract is awarded by a central purchasing body

1.3) Communication

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address
1.4) Type of the contracting authority

Other type

Crown Estate Scotland

1.5) Main activity

Environment


http://crownestatescotland.com/
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/Search_AuthProfile.aspx?ID=AA29444
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/Search_AuthProfile.aspx?ID=AA29444
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Section II: Object

Il.1) Scope of the procurement
I.1.1) Title

Operators Panel Manager for the Scottish Wave & Tidal Operators Agreement

I1.1.2) Main CPV code
e 71356300 - Technical support services

I1.1.3) Type of contract
Services
I1.1.4) Short description

Crown Estate Scotland intends to appoint an independent consultant to act as the
Operators Panel Manager (OPM) for the Scottish Wave and Tidal Operators Agreement.
The OPM will chair and manage the Operators Panel, coordinate Operators, and oversee
business?as?usual functions of the unified Agreement (in place since October 2024). Key
tasks include reinstating and chairing the Panel(s), managing technical work programmes,
supporting the ongoing review and consolidation of the Agreements, coordinating
technical workstreams (TWG/WWG), monitoring progress of model?development projects
such as UPSTREAM and TEAMER, and reviewing Operator Adverse Impact
Assessments.

11.1.6) Information about lots
This contract is divided into lots: No

I1.2) Description

11.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

71621000 - Technical analysis or consultancy services

73220000 - Development consultancy services

79421000 - Project-management services other than for construction work

90700000 - Environmental services

11.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes
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e UKM - Scotland

Main site or place of performance

Scotland — primarily remote delivery, with in?person meetings required in the Scottish
Central Belt.

11.2.4) Description of the procurement

Crown Estate Scotland (CES) manages land, coastline, seabed and property on behalf of
the Scottish people, with a remit to generate long?term economic, social and
environmental value. CES intends to establish a contract for an independent Operators
Panel Manager (OPM) to support the governance, coordination and operation of the
Scottish Wave and Tidal Operators Agreement.

The Agreement provides the governance framework through which marine energy
developers interact, ensure that early developers’ resource rights are protected, and
manage potential impacts between neighbouring developments. The unified Agreement,
completed with Operator input during 2023—2024, sets out the requirements that new
projects must meet to limit adverse impacts on existing projects.

The appointed OPM will act as an independent, neutral facilitator responsible for chairing
the Scottish Wave and Tidal Power Operators Panel; maintaining agreed governance
processes; coordinating Operators, Technical Experts and CES representatives; and
presenting issues neutrally. Core responsibilities include:

managing documentation, minutes, actions and stakeholder communications;

supporting or managing technical Working Groups, including the Tidal Working Group and
Wave Working Group;

reviewing Operator Impact Assessments and supporting CES in interpreting associated
implications;

providing light?touch monitoring or summary reporting on external research or technical
projects (e.g. UPSTREAM and TEAMER); and

supporting the continued development of guidance to assist Operators in discharging
obligations under the Agreement.

The level of activity will vary over the contract term depending on sector developments
and the needs of Operators and CES. In?person attendance at meetings is typically
required within one to two weeks’ notice and will generally take place within the Scottish
Central Belt.
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The current OPM contract expires on 04 July 2026. CES requires a six?week mobilisation
period prior to this date. The proposed contract structure is an initial two?year term with
options to extend for up to a further three years (2 + 2 + 1), aligned to CES’ Corporate
Plan.

This Prior Information Notice (PIN) aims to assess market interest, supplier capability and
capacity, identify delivery challenges or conflicts of interest, and gather feedback to inform
the final scope, structure and commercial model of the forthcoming tender. Participation in
the PIN is voluntary and will not be evaluated for award purposes.

Please see the provided "PIN Description" document for further information.
The questionnaire is accessible at the following link -

https://www.cognitoforms.com/ScotlandExcel1/OnBehalfOfCrownEstateScotlandPINQues
tionnaireOperatorsPanelManagerForTheScottishWaveTidalOperatorsAgree

1.2.14) Additional information

CES is issuing this PIN to gather supplier views on capability, capacity, risks and pricing
needs. Participation is voluntary and will not form part of any future evaluation. A
questionnaire is provided, with responses requested by 09 March 2026 at 12:00.
Non?respondents may still participate in any subsequent open procedure.

11.3) Estimated date of publication of contract notice

16 March 2026

Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes


https://www.cognitoforms.com/ScotlandExcel1/OnBehalfOfCrownEstateScotlandPINQuestionnaireOperatorsPanelManagerForTheScottishWaveTidalOperatorsAgree
https://www.cognitoforms.com/ScotlandExcel1/OnBehalfOfCrownEstateScotlandPINQuestionnaireOperatorsPanelManagerForTheScottishWaveTidalOperatorsAgree
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Section VI. Complementary information

VI.3) Additional information

Scotland Excel is managing this PIN and any subsequent procurement exercise on behalf
of CES, but will not be party to the implementation or management of any resultant
contract.

Interested parties are encouraged to complete the questionnaire at the following link so
their input can help inform the development of the tender scope:
https://www.cognitoforms.com/ScotlandExcel1/OnBehalfOfCrownEstateScotlandPINQues
tionnaireOperatorsPanelManagerForTheScottishWaveTidalOperatorsAgree

NOTE: To register your interest in this notice and obtain any additional information please
visit the Public Contracts Scotland Web Site at
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/Search/Search_Switch.aspx?1D=825034.

(SC Ref:825034)


https://www.cognitoforms.com/ScotlandExcel1/OnBehalfOfCrownEstateScotlandPINQuestionnaireOperatorsPanelManagerForTheScottishWaveTidalOperatorsAgree
https://www.cognitoforms.com/ScotlandExcel1/OnBehalfOfCrownEstateScotlandPINQuestionnaireOperatorsPanelManagerForTheScottishWaveTidalOperatorsAgree
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/Search/Search_Switch.aspx?ID=825034.
http://www.tcpdf.org
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