Page 1to 5

This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/017709-2025

Planning

Department for Education Period Products Scheme 2026

Department for Education

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-017709

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-05096¢

Published 29 April 2025, 3:47pm

Scope

Description

This is a notice seeking early engagement from interested parties in relation to the
Department for Education Period Products Scheme.

Please note that all references to procedure, value and term length are purely illustrative
and subject to change.

The Period Products Scheme ensures that period products are available and accessible,
free of charge, to girls and women who need them in schools and colleges. The scheme
aims to reduce periods as a barrier to education, promote dignity and equality in learning
environments and tackle stigma associated with periods. The scheme was introduced
after a 2018 Omnibus Survey suggested that 14% of female college students and 6% of
female school pupils has been unable to access period products int he last 12 month due
to affordability and 83% of secondary school leaders made free period products available
in their school.

Tackling this problem remains a key priority and is part of DfE's strategy to support the
Government's mission to break down the barriers to opportunity; one of the six missions
which form the centrepiece of our plan for change. This mission-led approach drives
coordination between different programmes and workstreams by setting ambitious shared
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goals.

The DfE is seeking to engage parties who are interested in exploring how they can help
ensure no girl faces barriers to their education and activities due to the lack of period
dignity across the UK and wishes to provide its resources to make a positive social impact
that can be felt for generations to come.

We are actively looking to explore a wide range of approaches to delivery and specifically
welcome perspectives relating to sponsorship, partnerships and/or alternative
commissioning models which could maximise the impact of the scheme and/or harness
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).

Please note that this notice is for early market engagement and exploratory purposes and
is not a call for competition. The Department reserves the right not to enter any formal

processes or agreements. Accordingly, the authority will not be liable for any bid cost,
expenditure, work, or effort incurred by a provider in acting based on this notice.

Total value (estimated)
¢ £0 excluding VAT
* £0including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)
* 1 June 2026 to 31 August 2028

e 2 years, 3 months

Main procurement category

Goods
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CPV classifications

e 33771100 - Sanitary towels or tampons

Contract locations

e UKC - North East (England)

¢ UKD - North West (England)

e UKF - East Midlands (England)

* UKG - West Midlands (England)

* UKH - East of England

e UKJ - South East (England)

¢ UKK - South West (England)

¢ UKE - Yorkshire and the Humber

¢ UKKS - Cornwall and Isles of Scilly

e UKJ34 - Isle of Wight

Engagement

Engagement deadline

31 May 2025

Engagement process description

The DfE shall be hosting a virtual event on Tuesday 20th May 2025 at 10:00 to discuss
the vision for the scheme from the start of the 2026/27 academic year onwards and would



Page 4t0 5

like to encourage any parties who are interested in contributing to the success of a future
scheme to register for this event. To do so, please contact
Period.PRODUCTS@education.gov.uk by COP on Thursday 15th May 2025.

Participation

Particular suitability
¢ Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

¢ Voluntary, community and social enterprises (VCSE)

Submission

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

1 September 2025

Contracting authority

Department for Education
¢ Public Procurement Organisation Number: PDZG-3487-DPVD
Sanctuary Buildings, 20 Great Smith Street

London
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SW1P3BT

United Kingdom

Email: Period. PRODUCTS@education.gov.uk

Region: UKI32 - Westminster

Organisation type: Public authority - central government
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