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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/016567-2021 

Planning

NHSE583 Autologous Chondrocyte Implantation Service

NHS England and NHSE Improvement North West

F01: Prior information notice
Prior information only  
Notice identifier: 2021/S 000-016567
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-02c829  
Published 15 July 2021, 9:37am

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

NHS England and NHSE Improvement North West

Regatta Place Summers Road Brunswick Business Park

Liverpool

L3 4BL

Contact

Ian Blagg

Email

ian.blagg2@nhs.net

Telephone

+44 7788366171

Country

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/016567-2021
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/016567-2021
mailto:ian.blagg2@nhs.net
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United Kingdom

NUTS code

UKD - North West (England)

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.england.nhs.uk/north-west/

Buyer's address

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home

I.3) Communication

Additional information can be obtained from another address:

NECS

John Snow House Durham University Science Park,

Durham.

DH1 2YG

Email

necsu.neprocurement@nhs.net

Country

United Kingdom

NUTS code

UKD - North West (England)

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.necsu.nhs.uk

https://www.england.nhs.uk/north-west/
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home
mailto:necsu.neprocurement@nhs.net
https://www.necsu.nhs.uk
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Buyer's address

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Body governed by public law

I.5) Main activity

Health

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

NHSE583 Autologous Chondrocyte Implantation Service

Reference number

NHSE583

II.1.2) Main CPV code

85000000 - Health and social work services

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

North of England Commissioning Support (NECS) working for and on behalf of NHS
England and NHS Improvement North West Region (the Contracting Authority) proposes
to engage with the wider market to inform future service model development and/or
commissioning intentions for the provision of an 

Autologous Chondrocyte Implantation (ACI) Service for treating symptomatic articular
cartilage defects of the Knee for the population of the North West Region.

It is likely this service will be contracted for 2 years with the option to extend for a further
one year. The total estimated budget for this service over this period is approximately

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home
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£1,367,322 this is based on the estimated 22 patients per annum who will be eligible for
this type of procedure. This service will be paid on a tariff-based payment model.

The objectives of the service are to provide an ACI Service for treating symptomatic
Articular Cartilage Defects of the knee for patients within the North West.

The Autologous Chondrocyte Implantation procedure is not yet commissioned in the North
West. The provision of this procedure and its intrinsic service alongside adjacent
Specialist Orthopaedic Services Centre services would provide the ability to more
comprehensive approaches to patient welfare. 

If your organisation would like to register an interest in responding to this market
engagement exercise please go to the Intend portal: https://in-
tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home

North of England Commissioning Support (NECS) is utilising an electronic tendering tool
(In-Tend) (e-Tendering system) to manage this market engagement exercise and
communicate with potential bidders in accordance with Regulation 22 of the Public
Contract Regulations 2015 (SI 2015 No 102) (as amended). 

It is free to register on In-Tend, which can be accessed at any time of day providing you
have a working internet connection. Should bidders have any queries, or are having
problems registering; they should contact the In-Tend helpdesk via: support@in-tend.com
or call us on 0845 557 8079 / +44 (0) 114 407 0065. 

The helpdesk is open Monday - Friday between 9am - 5.30pm. 

Please note that the deadline for RFI responses is 12.00 noon on 29/07/2021

Please note that all communications and RFI submissions will be conducted via the In-
Tend portal.  

It is important to note that this Prior Information Notice is not a call for competition and as
such potential providers will need to express an interest in any future tender opportunity
once a contract notice is published in Find a Tender and on Contracts Finder. This PIN
invites individuals and organisations to express an interest in this exercise only, and it is
NOT a pre-qualification questionnaire, and is NOT part of any pre-qualification or
selection process. This PIN is intended as an awareness, communication, and information
gathering exercise. An expression of interest is no indication of any future commitment to
participate in any future activity related to this service nor does it infer any preferential or
special status on those individuals and organisations who express an interest in the
exercise.

II.1.6) Information about lots

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home
mailto:support@in-tend.com
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This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UKD - North West (England)

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

North of England Commissioning Support (NECS) working for and on behalf of NHS
England and NHS Improvement North West Region (the Contracting Authority) proposes
to engage with the wider market to inform future service model development and/or
commissioning intentions for the provision of an 

Autologous Chondrocyte Implantation (ACI) Service for treating symptomatic articular
cartilage defects of the Knee for the population of the North West Region.

It is likely this service will be contracted for 2 years with the option to extend for a further
one year. The total estimated budget for this service over this period is approximately
£1,367,322 this is based on the estimated 22 patients per annum who will be eligible for
this type of procedure. This service will be paid on a tariff-based payment model.

The objectives of the service are to provide an ACI Service for treating symptomatic
Articular Cartilage Defects of the knee for patients within the North West.

The Autologous Chondrocyte Implantation procedure is not yet commissioned in the North
West. The provision of this procedure and its intrinsic service alongside adjacent
Specialist Orthopaedic Services Centre services would provide the ability to more
comprehensive approaches to patient welfare. 

If your organisation would like to register an interest in responding to this market
engagement exercise please go to the Intend portal: https://in-
tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home

North of England Commissioning Support (NECS) is utilising an electronic tendering tool
(In-Tend) (e-Tendering system) to manage this market engagement exercise and
communicate with potential bidders in accordance with Regulation 22 of the Public
Contract Regulations 2015 (SI 2015 No 102) (as amended). 

It is free to register on In-Tend, which can be accessed at any time of day providing you
have a working internet connection. Should bidders have any queries, or are having
problems registering; they should contact the In-Tend helpdesk via: support@in-tend.com

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/nhsnecsu/aspx/Home
mailto:support@in-tend.com
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or call us on 0845 557 8079 / +44 (0) 114 407 0065. 

The helpdesk is open Monday - Friday between 9am - 5.30pm. 

Please note that the deadline for RFI responses is 12.00 noon on 29/07/2021

Please note that all communications and RFI submissions will be conducted via the In-
Tend portal.  

It is important to note that this Prior Information Notice is not a call for competition and as
such potential providers will need to express an interest in any future tender opportunity
once a contract notice is published in Find a Tender and on Contracts Finder. This PIN
invites individuals and organisations to express an interest in this exercise only, and it is
NOT a pre-qualification questionnaire, and is NOT part of any pre-qualification or
selection process. This PIN is intended as an awareness, communication, and information
gathering exercise. An expression of interest is no indication of any future commitment to
participate in any future activity related to this service nor does it infer any preferential or
special status on those individuals and organisations who express an interest in the
exercise.

.

II.3) Estimated date of publication of contract notice

17 September 2021

Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes
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