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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/016397-2021 

Planning

Supply and Maintenance of New Whole Blood
Containers

NHS Blood and Transplant

F01: Prior information notice

Prior information only  

Notice identifier: 2021/S 000-016397

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-02c77f  

Published 13 July 2021, 3:47pm

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

NHS Blood and Transplant

203 Longmead Rd, Avon

Bristol

BS16 7FG

Contact

Michael O'Neill

Email

michael.o'neill@nhsbt.nhs.uk

Country

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/016397-2021
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/016397-2021
mailto:michael.o'neill@nhsbt.nhs.uk
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United Kingdom

NUTS code

UKK12 - Bath and North East Somerset, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk

Buyer's address

https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk

I.3) Communication

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address

Electronic communication requires the use of tools and devices that are not generally
available. Unrestricted and full direct access to these tools and devices is possible, free of
charge, at

http://health.atamis.co.uk

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Body governed by public law

I.5) Main activity

Health

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Supply and Maintenance of New Whole Blood Containers

https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk
https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk
http://health.atamis.co.uk
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Reference number

C40085

II.1.2) Main CPV code

34221000 - Special-purpose mobile containers

II.1.3) Type of contract

Supplies

II.1.4) Short description

Please see II.2.4.1 for full description

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

33190000 - Miscellaneous medical devices and products

34221000 - Special-purpose mobile containers

33190000 - Miscellaneous medical devices and products

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UK - United Kingdom

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

Please note this is not the start of a procurement process. A separate contract notice will be
published to cover this requirement. The primary purpose of this PIN is to inform the market
of prospective requirements, as far as the details are known at this time.NHS Blood and
Transplant (NHSBT) is a special health authority in the NHS and is responsible for the
provision of blood components and a range of associated laboratory and patient therapeutic
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services to hospitals in England.NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) require a container to
transport and maintain temperature of donated whole blood, plasma and platelet
concentrates. The proposed solution must be robust, hygienic, cost effective, space saving,
simple and safe to operate. Manufacturers will be required to provide validation data
showing details of container temperature performance.The container must maintain
component surface temperature of whole blood and donated plasma at +20°C or above, and
platelets at 20-24°C, at external ambient temperatures down to –5°C and up to
+35°C.Containers must be capable of maintaining the surface temperature of packed whole
blood and plasma donations at ≥+20°C for the duration of a collection session (8 hours,
ambient temperature +16°C) plus the maximum possible period of time to transport them
between the session venue and a blood centre (no less than three hours transit time at
ambient temperature -5°C and +35°C).Containers must be capable of maintaining the
surface temperature of packed platelet donations at +20-+24°C when removed from a
storage incubator at session at +22 +/-2°C, plus the maximum possible period of time to
transport them between any NHSBT donor centre and a blood centre (no less than three
hours transit time at ambient temperature -5°C and +35°C). Ideally the container will not
require external phase change material to be added to maintain temperature control. If this is
not possible, phase change materials should be integral to the container with minimal
equilibration time. Prior to commencing a formal procurement process and to help inform our
strategy/requirements, NHSBT would like to consult the market to establish the likely level
of interest and identify further opportunities and potential issues. It is our intention to invite
those organisations who express an interest in this PIN to a supplier engagement meeting to
be held in September/October 2021.To enable NHSBT to finalise arrangements (e.g. send
meeting location details and agree time slots) for the supplier engagement meetings,
interested organisations are required to send an email (expressing their interest) to Michael
O'Neill
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