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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/015744-2026

Tender

What Works Centre for Children and Families

Department for Education

UK4: Tender notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information about notice types
Notice identifier: 2026/S 000-015744

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-04fbf4 (view related notices)
Published 20 February 2026, 2:43pm

Scope

Description

This is a Competition Notice for 10 years of Grant Funding for a What Works Centre for
Children and Families to start in April 2027. This funding will be provided under Section 14
Grant of the Education Act 2003 Terms and Conditions. This competition is not in scope
of the Procurement Act 2023.

There is also a Find a Grant notice relating to this competition which can be found here:
https://find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/what-works-centre-for-children-and-
families---competition-launch-1

The Department for Education (the Department) are looking for an organisation to act as a
What Works Centre for Children and Families (WWCCF) from April 2027. This grant
funding will be issued for a maximum of 10 years, with a maximum available funding of
£8.5m per year.

Reforming children’s social care to keep children safe and give them the best start in life
is an important part of the Governments opportunity mission. Improving the evidence base
on interventions that work is vital to the success of the reform programme. The


https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/015744-2026
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/015744-2026
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/procurement/ocds-h6vhtk-04fbf4
https://find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/what-works-centre-for-children-and-families---competition-launch-1
https://find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/what-works-centre-for-children-and-families---competition-launch-1
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Department anticipate this grant to be used to generate and champion robust actionable
evidence (i.e. deliver research, programmes and evaluations) that will help shape decision
making in policy and practice, and enable the sector to improve services and outcomes to
protect and support vulnerable and disadvantaged children.

This should include:

* becoming a What Works Network member, operating independently and setting a
strategy alongside the Department

* having access to a range of expertise in conducting high-quality evaluations, translating
and disseminating evidence

* establishing relationships with policy makers and local leaders to establish and support
delivery of interventions that work based on high quality evidence

» detailed knowledge and understanding of the children’s social care and early
intervention sector

We are looking for an organisation to build a strategy which would deliver the following
objectives:

» collating existing evidence on the effectiveness of programmes and practices

» collaborating with and engaging the sector to help the development of materials and
reports

» producing high-quality synthesis reports and systematic reviews in areas where they do
not currently exist

» assessing the effectiveness of policies and practices against an agreed set of outcomes

* Identifying and filling gaps in the evidence base by commissioning new trials and
evaluations

* proactively sharing findings in an accessible way (that is free to access)

* supporting practitioners, commissioners and policymakers to use these findings to
inform their decisions

« undertaking research and evaluation projects that meet Government Social Research
standards

We would expect that Cabinet Office's requirement of What Works Centre membership to
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be met in full:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-works-network-membership-
requirements.

An online competition launch engagement session will be held 14:00 — 15:00 pm, 26th
February 2026 via teams to allow the Department to explain relevant competition
documentation to potential bidders and allow an opportunity for Q&A.

If you would like an invite to this session, please use the messaging function on Jaggaer
to request an invite, including the roles and email addresses of all those who would like to
attend.

Any slides and Q&A from this session will be uploaded and shared with all potential
bidders for future reference.

Total value (estimated)
e £85,000,000 excluding VAT
* £85,000,000 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)
* 1 April 2027 to 31 March 2037

* 10 years

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-works-network-membership-requirements.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-works-network-membership-requirements.
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73110000 - Research services

73210000 - Research consultancy services

85311300 - Welfare services for children and young people

79419000 - Evaluation consultancy services

Contract locations

¢ UK - United Kingdom

Participation

Legal and financial capacity conditions of participation

Included as part of competition documents

Technical ability conditions of participation

Included as part of competition documents

Particular suitability
¢ Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

¢ Voluntary, community and social enterprises (VCSE)
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Submission

Enquiry deadline

5 May 2026, 12:00pm

Tender submission deadline

18 May 2026, 9:00am

Submission address and any special instructions

https://education.app.jaggaer.com/web/login.html

All tenders must be submitted via Jaggaer above. Interested bidders can create an
account if they don't already have one.

Tenders may be submitted electronically

Yes

Languages that may be used for submission

English

Award decision date (estimated)

31 August 2026



https://education.app.jaggaer.com/web/login.html

Award criteria

Name

Description Type
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Weighting

Technical Questions

Technical Questions  Quality
including Social Value
(5%) will be used to
determin the preferred
supplier. More
information on the
Technical Questions
including weightings
can be found in the
competition
documents.

100%

Other information

Conflicts assessment prepared/revised

Yes

Procedure

Procedure type

Open procedure

Contracting authority



Department for Education

¢ Public Procurement Organisation Number: PDZG-3487-DPVD
Sanctuary Buildings, 20 Great Smith Street

London

SW1P3BT

United Kingdom

Contact name: Emilie Wilkinson

Email: GrantTeam . WWCCF@education.gov.uk

Region: UKI32 - Westminster

Organisation type: Public authority - central government

Page 7to 7


mailto:GrantTeam.WWCCF@education.gov.uk
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Scope
	Description
	Total value (estimated)
	Contract dates (estimated)
	Main procurement category
	CPV classifications
	Contract locations

	Participation
	Legal and financial capacity conditions of participation
	Technical ability conditions of participation
	Particular suitability

	Submission
	Enquiry deadline
	Tender submission deadline
	Submission address and any special instructions
	Tenders may be submitted electronically
	Languages that may be used for submission
	Award decision date (estimated)

	Award criteria
	Other information
	Conflicts assessment prepared/revised

	Procedure
	Procedure type

	Contracting authority
	Department for Education


		2026-02-21T14:00:52+0000
	TCPDF




