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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/014795-2026 

Tender

National Centre for Arts and Music Education

Department for Education

UK4: Tender notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information about notice types 

Notice identifier: 2026/S 000-014795
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-052863 (view related notices)
Published 18 February 2026, 1:55pm

This is an old version of this notice. View the latest version.  

Scope 

Reference

iit_3879 - National Centre for Arts and Music Education

Description

The Department for Education is seeking a delivery partner to establish and operate a
National Centre for Arts and Music Education. The intention is to establish the Centre by
September 2026. The Centre will play a pivotal role in delivering the government’s
ambition to revitalise arts in schools in England, so every child can access a rich,
high?quality arts education that nurtures creativity, confidence, cultural understanding,
and personal expression.

The independent Curriculum and Assessment Review published its final report on 5
November 2025. The government also issued a response to the report on the same day,
setting out the changes that will be made to the National Curriculum, qualifications,
accountability, and enrichment. The first teaching of the new curriculum will be September

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/014795-2026
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/014795-2026
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/procurement/ocds-h6vhtk-052863
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/015425-2026
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2028 and new GCSEs from September 2029, following consultation. The intention is to
publish the new national curriculum in Spring 2027, following consultation on the draft
later this year. Further policy will be published this year, in particular the Schools White
Paper, changes to Attainment and Progress 8 accountability measures in a separate
consultation document, and enrichment in schools in the Enrichment Framework
guidance. 

In the light of these reforms, the aim is for the Centre to act as a strategic system leader,
working across national, regional, and local levels to strengthen arts provision in schools.
By convening and mobilising a broad coalition of partners, the Centre is intended to create
the conditions for meaningful social impact. It will coordinate and align funding,
investment, and activity to maximise the collective impact of all partners involved in arts
education in schools. It will also generate and share data and evidence to guide decision
making and target support where access to high quality arts education is most unequal. In
this way, the Centre will be an important partner in revitalising arts education, securing
equitable access to high quality teaching and enrichment opportunities, particularly for
children and communities currently least able to access them. 

The delivery partner will lead the National Centre and therefore be responsible for the
design, implementation, and oversight of the Music Hubs network to support delivery of
these priorities: 

• Priority 1: Providing strategic national leadership in revitalising arts in schools,
mobilising a coalition of national, regional, and local partners to generate and direct
investment to support equitable access to high-quality arts in school, with a focus on
under-served communities.

• Priority 2: Supporting excellent teaching, through a new online CPD offer for primary
and secondary school teachers and support to access existing high-quality teacher
development provision available from others.

• Priority 3: Promoting arts education to school leaders, teachers, parents, and young
people, including promoting opportunities for children and young people to progress in the
arts and pursue their interests and career aspirations. 

• Oversight of the Music Hubs network, including being fundholder for the network,
monitoring hubs’ performance and delivery, and working with hubs to achieve the
National Centre’s three priorities. 

The National Centre will be established with a phased implementation plan for its
programme of work from September 2026. This includes the Centre assuming
responsibility for the Music Hubs network from 1 September 2027. This gives the Centre a
year to plan the transition from existing oversight arrangements with Arts Council
England, during which the Centre can undertake preliminary engagement with Music Hub
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partnerships before September 2027. The existing Music Hubs capital grant overseen by
Arts Council England will also be extended to the end of April 2027. The National Centre
will not therefore need to assume responsibility for this grant. Future funding for the Music
Hubs revenue grant will be confirmed in due course and is separate to this contract value.

Tender Instructions:

The Department is administering the Tender process via Jaggaer, where the full suite of
tender documents can be found. Unless they have previously done so, potential bidders
will need to register to participate in this opportunity: https://education.app.jaggaer.com.
Jaggaer is the only method for submitting tenders and clarification questions. Suppliers
should not make any other form of approach to the Department in connection with this
procurement. It is the responsibility of potential suppliers to ensure they can access and
use the Jaggaer system.

Jaggaer is owned and hosted by an independent organisation. Any issues in respect of
functionality or using the system must be directed to the Jaggaer helpdesk via 0800 069
8630 or https://www.jaggaer.com/submit-supplier-support-request/. 

Potential Suppliers are responsible for ensuring that they understand the tender process
and how to use Jaggaer. If any information is unclear, you consider that insufficient
information has been provided, or there appears to be a technical error, you must raise an
enquiry or request for clarification via the ‘messages’ functionality within Jaggaer. The
clarification deadline is as stated in the procurement timetable. Please ensure that you
have read all documentation thoroughly before submitting an enquiry.

Supplier information event:

Potential Suppliers are invited to attend a Supplier information event, facilitated on
Microsoft Teams on 4th March 2026 at 14:00 – 15:30. 

The session will be led by representatives of the Department and will focus on the
requirements and the tendering process, with a ‘walkthrough’ of the procurement
documents and guidance on what is required to submit a compliant tender. The session
will include a presentation of key changes following the preliminary market engagement
undertaken in 2025. A meeting link can be found on Jaggaer with the ITT documentation.
Attendance by potential suppliers is not mandatory. The slides and any Q&As from the
session will be uploaded to Jaggaer. 

The Department is keen to maximise opportunities to participate in procurement across a
wide range of organisations from the public, community, and private sectors, including
Small to Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) and Voluntary, Community and Social
Enterprises (VCSEs). Consideration will also be given to consortia and collaborative bids
from all forms of organisations.

https://education.app.jaggaer.com
https://www.jaggaer.com/submit-supplier-support-request/.
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Total value (estimated)

£13,000,000 excluding VAT

£15,600,000 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)

1 September 2026 to 31 August 2029

Possible extension to 31 August 2032

6 years

Description of possible extension:

The contract includes an optional provision for the Department to extend on an annual
basis for up to a maximum of 3 years (1+1+1).  

Any decision to extend the contract will be subject to affordability, government priorities
and policies.

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

80000000 - Education and training services
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Participation 

Legal and financial capacity conditions of participation

Detailed in the Qualification Envelpoe in Jaggaer

Technical ability conditions of participation

Detailed in the Qualification Envelpoe in Jaggaer

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Voluntary, community and social enterprises (VCSE)

Submission 

Enquiry deadline

16 April 2026, 11:59pm

Tender submission deadline

29 April 2026, 12:00pm

Submission address and any special instructions
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https://education.app.jaggaer.com/

Tenders may be submitted electronically

Yes

Languages that may be used for submission

English

Award decision date (estimated)

5 June 2026

Award criteria 

Name Type Weighting
Technical Quality 60%
Price Price 30%
Social Value Quality 10%

Other information 

Conflicts assessment prepared/revised

Yes

https://education.app.jaggaer.com
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Procedure 

Procedure type

Open procedure

Contracting authority 

Department for Education

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PDZG-3487-DPVD

Sanctuary Buildings, 20 Great Smith Street

London

SW1P3BT

United Kingdom

Email: PolicyAssurance.COMMERCIALQUERIES@education.gov.uk

Region: UKI32 - Westminster

Organisation type: Public authority - central government
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