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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/014499-2026

Planning
Precipitation Network and Rural Nitrogen Dioxide Network
UKEAP- NO2 Net and Precip-Net

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types

Notice identifier: 2026/S 000-014499

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-065660 (view related notices)

Published 17 February 2026, 4:29pm

This is an old version of this notice. View the |latest version.

Scope

Description
Precip Net:

Precip-Net sites collect rainwater using standard bulk rainwater collectors on a fortnightly
basis to measure the bulk deposition of both acidifying and eutrophying chemical species
at 48 sites. This includes calcium, chloride, potassium, magnesium, sodium, phosphate,
nitrate, ammonium, sulphate, non-marine sulphate, acidity, conductivity, pH and total
rainfall levels.

At the two UK EMEP Supersites, daily wet only collectors are operated and samples
analysed for the same ions as the bulk samplers with the addition of fluoride. With the
long term time series from this network, it is possible to do trend analysis and modelling of
chemical deposition via rainfall to UK ecosystems.

Precip-Net is measured via bottle collectors mounted on a pole. The samples are
collected fortnightly by the Local Site Operators (LSOs), returned, processed and sent for
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analysis.

The bottle collector has a funnel with a polypropylene mesh filter at the base to prevent
coarse material entering the collection chamber.

Bird deterrents are also located on the top of the funnels to try to minimise contamination
from bird droppings.

At Auchencorth Moss and Chilbolton (The two EMEP sites) daily wet only collections are
also made. This is via a wet only sampler and is used towards meeting the UK’s EMEP
commitments. lon analysis of the daily samples is undertaken, including: Na, NH4-N, K|,
Mg, Ca, CI, NO3-N, SO4-S, PO4-P. In the daily samples fluoride (F-) is measured
additionally.

NO2 Net

NO2-Net sites are a subset of the Precip-Net sites and are used to provide a rural
background for the UK modelling of NO2 via the Defra Modelling Ambient Air Quality
contract for annual compliance mapping at 26 sites. This supplements information
delivered on a separate EA network, the Automatic Urban and Rural Network (AURN).

Samples are taken using diffusion tubes. Three diffusion tubes with stainless steel grids
mounted in low density polyethylene caps are used to collect the samples. The stainless
steel grids are impregnated with an absorbent chemical (triethanolamine and acetone)
which captures the NO2 as the gas diffuses through the tube.

The tubes are left in situ for 4 weeks then analysed.

Following a two-year intercomparison study during 2022 and 2023 comparing the
performance of tubes with and without wind protection caps, the use of the tubes without
the wind protection caps were discontinued and only those tubes with wind protection
caps are now employed in the network. These tubes, provided by Gradko, are like those
used in the UK Urban NO2 Network (UUNN Network).

The wind protection caps help maintain the diffusion path length and hence reduces the
positive sampling bias.

Total value (estimated)

e £2,000,000 excluding VAT
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e £2,400,000 including VAT

Above the relevant threshold

Contract dates (estimated)
¢ 1 November 2026 to 31 October 2028
¢ Possible extension to 31 October 2030

* 4 years

Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

* 90731100 - Air quality management

Engagement

Engagement deadline

31 March 2026

Engagement process description

Further information (in the form of a presentation) is available from Wayne Lamport (Defra
Group Commercial) (wayne.lamport@defra.gov.uk). Responses to the presentation will
help inform the Procurement Strategy and subsequent Bidder Pack.
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Defra reserves the right to follow up with suppliers on a 1:1 basis to further understand
their capabilities with regard to this requirement (with publication of any new information
that arises).

Participation

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Submission

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

5 May 2026

Contracting authority

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

¢ Public Procurement Organisation Number: PNWW-1475-NYLN
Seacole Building, 2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF
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United Kingdom

Telephone: 02084152266

Email: wayne.lamport@defra.gov.uk

Website: https://defra-family.force.com/s/Welcome

Region: UKI32 - Westminster

Organisation type: Public authority - sub-central government
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