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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/013056-2025 

Award

500000.00

Ministry of Defence

F15: Voluntary ex ante transparency notice

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-013056

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-04fd40  

Published 4 April 2025, 12:14pm

Section I: Contracting authority/entity

I.1) Name and addresses

Ministry of Defence

Bristol

Email

marie.dury683@mod.gov.uk

Country

United Kingdom

Region code

UK - United Kingdom

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/defence-equipment-and-support

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/013056-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/013056-2025
mailto:marie.dury683@mod.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/defence-equipment-and-support
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I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Ministry or any other national or federal authority

I.5) Main activity

Defence

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

500000.00

II.1.2) Main CPV code

71630000 - Technical inspection and testing services

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

Tempest Production Assurance Testing (TPAT) for AJAX vehicles to ensure that platforms
are security accreditable.

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.1.7) Total value of the procurement (excluding VAT)

Value excluding VAT: £500,000

II.2) Description

II.2.3) Place of performance
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NUTS codes

UK - United Kingdom

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

Tempest Production Assurance Testing (TPAT) for AJAX vehicles to ensure that platforms
are security accreditable.

II.2.5) Award criteria

Price 

II.2.11) Information about options

Options: No

II.2.13) Information about European Union Funds

The procurement is related to a project and/or programme financed by European Union
funds: No
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Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.1) Type of procedure

Award of a contract without prior publication of a call for competition in the cases listed
below

The procurement falls outside the scope of application of the regulations

Explanation:

The Secretary of State for Defence (the “Authority”), through the AJAX Programme within
Defence Equipment and Support (“DE&S”) intends to place a contract with Malvern Optical
Limited (“MOP”) for the Platform security accreditation and Initial Operating Capability
(IOC) assurance The proposed contract will have a duration of 3 years and an estimated
value of £500K and be placed as a supply of services contract. 

As a covered procurement, this procurement falls to be regulated under the provisions of the
Procurement Act 2023 (the “PA23”). It is considered that the direct award of the contract is
lawful in accordance with section 41(1) and paragraph 6 of Schedule 5 of the PA23 because
competition is absent for technical reasons such that only MOP can achieve the requirement
and there is no reasonable alternative.

TEMPEST accreditation is required for platform security accreditation and assurance for IOC
of the AJAX programme.. TEMPEST is a specialist field. Companies need to be accredited by
the UK National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) Platform TEMPEST Accreditation Scheme
(CPTAS) to carry out this security accreditation. MOP is the only NCSC accredited TEMPEST
Evaluation Partner and test house for vehicles and there is no reasonable alternative to the
TEMPEST service and therefore MOP is the only supplier capable of meeting the Authority’s
requirement.

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: No
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Section V. Award of contract/concession

A contract/lot is awarded: Yes

V.2) Award of contract/concession

V.2.1) Date of conclusion of the contract

31 March 2025

V.2.2) Information about tenders

The contract has been awarded to a group of economic operators: No

V.2.3) Name and address of the contractor/concessionaire

Malvern Optical Limited

Worcester

Country

United Kingdom

NUTS code

UK - United Kingdom

The contractor/concessionaire is an SME

Yes

V.2.4) Information on value of contract/lot/concession (excluding VAT)

Total value of the contract/lot/concession: £500,000

V.2.5) Information about subcontracting

The contract/lot/concession is likely to be subcontracted
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Section VI. Complementary information

VI.4) Procedures for review

VI.4.1) Review body

Ministry of Defence

Bristol

Country

United Kingdom
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