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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/010474-2022 

Planning

Mainstream Core Standards for parents

Kent County Council

F01: Prior information notice
Prior information only  
Notice identifier: 2022/S 000-010474
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-032f88  
Published 22 April 2022, 12:48pm

Section I: Contracting authority

I.1) Name and addresses

Kent County Council

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

Contact

Mr Jordan Gurr

Email

jordan.gurr@kent.gov.uk

Telephone

+44 3000414141

Country

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/010474-2022
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/010474-2022
mailto:jordan.gurr@kent.gov.uk
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United Kingdom

NUTS code

UKJ4 - Kent

Internet address(es)

Main address

http://www.kent.gov.uk

Buyer's address

http://www.kent.gov.uk

I.3) Communication

Additional information can be obtained from the above-mentioned address

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Regional or local authority

I.5) Main activity

General public services

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Mainstream Core Standards for parents

Reference number

DN608902

II.1.2) Main CPV code

80100000 - Primary education services

http://www.kent.gov.uk
http://www.kent.gov.uk
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II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

This is a potential opportunity to co-produce, deliver and develop training and additional
resources focused on the Mainstream Core Standards for parents.

There will be two key strands to the offer, both strands delivered with the co-production of
parents/carers of children/young people with SEND in mainstream schools or a
representative parental organisation:

1. Development and delivery of training based on the Mainstream Core Standards for
parents

2. Writing and implementing a Parent Engagement Award for schools

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

80100000 - Primary education services

80200000 - Secondary education services

80300000 - Higher education services

80400000 - Adult and other education services

80500000 - Training services

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UKJ4 - Kent

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

KENT BACKGROUND

The Kent Local Area Review of provision for children and young people with Special
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Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) in 2019 highlighted several areas in which
partners needed to work together to improve outcomes for children and young people who
have SEND. The review identified that an area of significant weakness was the limited
role parents and carers have in reviewing and designing services for children and young
people with SEND .

In response to the reviews findings, Kent County Council and partners agreed a Written
Statement of Action (SEND Written Statement of Action (kent.gov.uk)). This included
outcomes to create a new relationship with parents/carers which is open, transparent, and
characterised by increased levels of trust, a commitment to genuine consultation,
partnership, and co-production. Within the Written Statement of Action, Kent County
Council also committed to redesigning the Mainstream Core Standards document .

The redrafting work for the Mainstream Core Standards was completed in Autumn 2020,
this included both the Mainstream Core Standards for schools and the Mainstream Core
Standards for parents. However, the redrafting in isolation has not entirely addressed the
issues raised during the Kent Local Area Review as it found that “Most parents are
unaware of the local offer and do not know where to gain independent advice and
guidance” .

Therefore, we still have a duty to the parents of children in Kent to address the lack of
awareness of the information within the Mainstream Core Standards and furthermore,
work in partnership with these parents/carers in an open and transparent way to review
and design services for children and young people with SEND.

OPPORTUNITY

This is a potential opportunity to co-produce, deliver and develop training and additional
resources focused on the Mainstream Core Standards for parents.

The Mainstream Core Standards for parents explains the purpose of the Mainstream Core
Standards and provides a summary of the guidance given to schools by the Local Area
(Education, Local Authority and Health) about how they can make sure that they are using
their ‘best endeavours’ to support children and young people with SEN . Further
information regarding this document can be found at: Mainstream Core Standards guide
for parents (kelsi.org.uk).

There will be two key strands to the offer, both strands delivered with the co-production of
parents/carers of children/young people with SEND in mainstream schools or a
representative parental organisation:

1. Development and delivery of training based on the Mainstream Core Standards for
parents

https://kent.gov.uk
https://kelsi.org.uk
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We would need a provider to design and deliver a suite of training content aimed at
parents on the Mainstream Core Standards. This training will be targeted for parents or
carers of children with SEND in mainstream primary and secondary settings in Kent. The
training model offered to parents can be face-to-face, virtual or a hybrid approach.

To reflect the previous referenced weaknesses in the Written Statement of Action, the
training programme must be designed in co-production with parents/carers of pupils with
SEND in mainstream primary and secondary schools or a representative parental
organisation. Consequently, any provider would need to demonstrate an ability of
developing work in co-production or have strong working relationships with
parents/carers.

The same provider would then need to be able to deliver the training content to the
parents and carers. The aim of this work is to ensure the wider spread of information and
a greater understanding of what ‘reasonable’ expectations are in schools (as highlighted
in the MCS), particularly in relation to children or young people, with SEND.

2. Writing and implementing a Parent Engagement Award for schools

As part of the facilitation of inclusion and co-production in Kent we are combining the
Mainstream Core Standards for parents training with a Parent Engagement Award. This
Award will be a set of standards relating to how schools are engaging and maintaining
strong, positive relationships with parents and carers, specifically in relation to the
Inclusion agenda.

We require a provider who can develop this Parent Engagement Award in co-production
with parents or carers of children with SEND or a representative parental organisation.
The same provider will then be expected to promote, evidence, and monitor schools
progress to achieving the award. The award can be either off-the-shelf or bespoke for
Kent schools. The key features are that it is reflective of demonstratable inclusive
practices within schools, positive relationships with parents/carers of children with SEND
and any further desired outcomes discussed through the work in collaboration with
parents/carers.

It is important to note that we are looking for a single provider to deliver both strands of
work. By a single provider we mean, an organisation or consortium of organisations.
Therefore, any provider that may wish to bid for this contract would have to be able to
demonstrate capacity and capability to deliver both strands as specified.

II.3) Estimated date of publication of contract notice

2 June 2022
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Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes
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