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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/007700-2025 

Planning

Connect to Work

Devon County Council

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types 

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-007700

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-04e910 

Published 3 March 2025, 3:48pm

Scope 

Reference

CP2662-24

Description

As the Lead Accountable body acting on behalf of the Devon & Torbay CCA, Devon is working
with partners in Plymouth and Torbay to deliver the Connect to Work Programme (CtW).

As a key plank in the Government's Get Britain Working Strategy, Connect to Work will
primarily help disabled people, people with health conditions, and those with more complex
barriers to work who are outside the labour market in 'Hidden Unemployment' who wish to
be in employment, to find a suitable job and sustain work. It will also help those in work but at
risk of falling out of the labour market (and who will struggle to get back into work if they
lose their job) to retain their employment.

Connect to Work is a voluntary programme to help tackle economic inactivity by providing a

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/007700-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/007700-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
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specific form of support targeted at the right people at the right time, based on their
individual circumstances. Participants must be both eligible and suitable for the provision.
Connect to Work will deliver the evidence-based Supported Employment model, 'place,
train, and maintain', building on the existing DWP funded Supported Employment
programmes; Local Supported Employment (LSE) and Individual Placement and Support in
Primary Care (IPSPC), to deliver support to around 1200 Participants across Devon and
Torbay starting per year once fully rolled out. It will complement other provisions including
NHS England's Individual Placement and Support for people with severe mental illness (IPS
SMI) and the Office for Health Improvement and Disparities' (OHID) Individual Placement
and Support for Alcohol and Drug Dependence (IPS-AD), and other locally led programme

The procurement is to deliver:

Supported employment either in each or across both Torbay and Devon LA that address the
local priorities and are integrated within the local employment and health services across
two Fidelity models.

- IPS integrates employment support alongside primary and secondary health services, and
other support services. This integration ideally occurs at a physical level, through co-location
and other policies, where applicable. IPS has been successfully utilised within the Individual
Placement and Support in Primary Care (IPSPC) programme to support individuals with mild
to moderate mental health and/or physical health conditions. CtW will utilise and expand on
the approach taken with IPSPC. Whilst CtW will complement IPS Severe Mental Illness and
IPS Alcohol and Drugs, these will remain separate IPS services.

- SEQF is (as required) a more in-depth intervention than the form of IPS used for CtW. SEQF
is oriented most usually around supporting learning disabled and/or autistic adults as well as
others with complex support needs where clinical integration is not needed or appropriate.

Contract dates (estimated)

24 October 2025 to 1 April 2030

4 years, 5 months, 9 days

Main procurement category
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Services

CPV classifications

79611000 - Job search services

80000000 - Education and training services

85000000 - Health and social work services

98000000 - Other community, social and personal services

Contract locations

UKK4 - Devon

Engagement 

Engagement deadline

11 April 2025

Engagement process description

Devon County Council wishes to undertake a virtual Preliminary market engagement in order
to better appreciate and understand the market for this service and ensure it can produce a
specification, tender process and final contract as attractive as possible to potential
suppliers.
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The Preliminary market engagement event will be held via Microsoft Teams on 27th March
2025 at 1pm. Suppliers wishing to attend the event are required to complete the following
form to express their interest.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gzehjWjLP0S7S5l_d_1b-9hjx28Rpv
xAptIBOgU_APNUQTU3NkRBTkozMVhCQ1JEWFQ1VkNFV1RIOC4u

Please note, forms are to be completed and submitted no later than 12:00 on 24th March
2025. After the deadline, the Authority will send an invite link to all suppliers who have
submitted the form.

A questionnaire will be sent to all suppliers who expressed their interest by submitting the
form after the event. Suppliers will have until 12 noon on April 10th, 2025, to complete the
questionnaire.

Participation 

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Voluntary, community and social enterprises (VCSE)

Submission 

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

8 July 2025

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gzehjWjLP0S7S5l_d_1b-9hjx28RpvxAptIBOgU_APNUQTU3NkRBTkozMVhCQ1JEWFQ1VkNFV1RIOC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gzehjWjLP0S7S5l_d_1b-9hjx28RpvxAptIBOgU_APNUQTU3NkRBTkozMVhCQ1JEWFQ1VkNFV1RIOC4u
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Procedure 

Special regime

Light touch

Contracting authority 

Devon County Council

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PJRC-4623-RJBH

County Hall, Topsham Road

Exeter

EX2 4QD

United Kingdom

Contact name: Mrs Ejovwoke Barovbe

Telephone: +44 1392380274

Email: ejovwoke.barovbe@devon.gov.uk

Website: http://www.devon.gov.uk

Region: UKK43 - Devon CC

mailto:ejovwoke.barovbe@devon.gov.uk
http://www.devon.gov.uk
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Organisation type: Public authority - sub-central government
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