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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/007184-2025 

Tender

RISQS

RAIL SAFETY AND STANDARDS BOARD LIMITED

UK13: Dynamic market intention notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information about
notice types 

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-007184

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-04e7db 

Published 25 February 2025, 3:47pm

Scope 

Reference

250225

Description

RISQS is a Qualifying Utilities Dynamic Market within the meaning of Section 34 to 40 of the
Procurement Act 2023 which allows subscribing utilities to select suppliers for invitation to
tender or negotiation and is operated by Rail Safety & Standards Board Ltd (RSSB) for
Products & Services.

RISQS provides a dynamic market for subscribing (member) utility entities to select
suppliers for invitation to participate in regulated procurement procedures. The utility
entities which subscribe to the scheme are given at the following RISQS Buyer Member List
RISQS (https://www.risqs.org/buyers/risqs-buyers-members-list) is an impartial compliant
commercial tool designed for regulated utilities in the UK (and Tier 1 and 2 suppliers for
assurance purposes) which hosts a list of qualified suppliers that are eligible to participate in

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/007184-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/007184-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.risqs.org/buyers/risqs-buyers-members-list
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future procurements, it also identifies Suppliers that have applied for qualification with
limitations for Buyers to identify new entrants to the scheme and encourages VCSE and SME
engagement.

RISQS is overseen by an Impartiality Committee on which representation from Buyers and
Suppliers alike collaborate through working and consultation groups to set or influence
standards and the scheme to ensure high standards and compliance with legislative
requirements.

RISQS may also be used in the compilation of tender lists below the UK thresholds or the
subscribing utility entities may alternatively make separate calls for competition in the Find a
Tender Service (FTS) for certain individual requirements.

RISQS Buyer members use the Railways Industry Commodities Classification List (RICCL) for
products and services, with various lifecycles as described by industry and hosted by the
RSSB. The RICCL can be found at URL - 
https://www.rssb.co.uk/-/media/Project/RSSB/RssbWebsite/Documents/Public/Public-
content/Services/rail-industry-commodity-classification-list-january-2023.pdf. The RICCL
and the Scheme dictate the level of review requirement by our Members and is detailed in
the RICCL and in our portal. The current levels are Verified and Audited, dependent on the
level of risk mitigation required. The RICCL is maintained by the RSSB and may change from
time to time to react to increased safety concern, risk, incident or accident. The RICCL can
also be challenged through RISQS to the RSSB.

RISQS publish the content of their protocols at RISQS Audit URL - 
https://www.risqs.org/about-risqs/risqs-audit. These protocols have been designed and built
by the industry for the industry over the last decade, as the industry failed to locate any ISO,
EN or BS Standard that has the equivalent level of rigour for this safety critical industry.

Buyers through the RICCL and through Contract requirements may require additional
evidence, verification, audit or other, in order to mitigate risk or report on their successful
engagement with VCSEs, SMEs, Social Responsibility, Sustainability and genuine safety
concerns for example, Cyber Security, Environmental, Social Value or other, whether
possible RISQS seeks to influence industry on providing clear guidance on how entities can
comply and improve. RISQS has created a maturity ranking system, this is not for scoring
purposes (that is a compliant certificate) this is for self-improvement purposes helping
entities identify their own strategies for improvement over time.

The protocols do get amended in part to react to safety concern, risk, incident or accident in
the industry, any amendment will be advised to our membership with a compliance timeline
commensurate to the change.

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited have converted these protocols into standards for the
purpose of approving Supplier Assurance Providers assuring Suppliers in the rail sector

https://www.rssb.co.uk/-/media/Project/RSSB/RssbWebsite/Documents/Public/Public-content/Services/rail-industry-commodity-classification-list-january-2023.pdf
https://www.rssb.co.uk/-/media/Project/RSSB/RssbWebsite/Documents/Public/Public-content/Services/rail-industry-commodity-classification-list-january-2023.pdf
https://www.risqs.org/about-risqs/risqs-audit
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including for Sentinel access to their Infrastructure and that of other Infrastructure
Managers.

RISQS is annually audited by Network Rail Infrastructure Limited against those standards
which other Buyers can choose to recognise or apply their own audit at their own cost.
RISQS is seeking establishment of the scheme as a certification body by an impartial
accreditation service.

RISAS is an assurance level required for some very specific Products and Services in the rail
sector, which is expanding scope to reflect the changes that will be applied to the RICCL,
whilst Buyers may require a RISAS audit by contract it may not require one for procurement
purposes as the assessment is much mor in depth an detailed led by Lead Auditors and
subject matter experts, failure to evidence a third party audit against these products will only
create a limitation so that the Buyer can mitigate risk directly with the Supplier.

Suppliers not already registered on RISQS can apply to do so at any time by following the
process linked below, this will ensure their details are available to contracting authorities
and utilities using RISQS as their QUDM can see your details and offer.

Whilst you are going through the process of the application as soon as you meet the
minimum requirement for membership (selection of membership status, RICCL codes and
answered the questionnaire) RISQS will make you visible to our Buyers with any limitation on
outstanding evidence, verification or audits required. This will enable Buyers to invite you to
tender against the codes selected but they will require compliance and continued
membership of RISQS going forward to contract and during contract.

RISQS is also used as an assurance mechanism for some Buyers in the rail sector a safety
critical industry.

Existing Suppliers who were already registered have had their details transferred but must
ensure that all relevant questions and details are up to date to remain visible to the Buyers in
RISQS, in some instances they may have a limitation raised against them to allow Buyers to
mitigate risk in the contracting process.

Dynamic market dates (estimated)

Start: 25 February 2025 (open-ended)
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Main procurement category

Services

CPV classifications

03000000 - Agricultural, farming, fishing, forestry and related products

09000000 - Petroleum products, fuel, electricity and other sources of energy

16000000 - Agricultural machinery

18000000 - Clothing, footwear, luggage articles and accessories

19000000 - Leather and textile fabrics, plastic and rubber materials

22000000 - Printed matter and related products

24000000 - Chemical products

30000000 - Office and computing machinery, equipment and supplies except
furniture and software packages

31000000 - Electrical machinery, apparatus, equipment and consumables;
lighting

32000000 - Radio, television, communication, telecommunication and related
equipment

33000000 - Medical equipments, pharmaceuticals and personal care products

34000000 - Transport equipment and auxiliary products to transportation

35000000 - Security, fire-fighting, police and defence equipment

38000000 - Laboratory, optical and precision equipments (excl. glasses)

39000000 - Furniture (incl. office furniture), furnishings, domestic appliances
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(excl. lighting) and cleaning products

41000000 - Collected and purified water

42000000 - Industrial machinery

43000000 - Machinery for mining, quarrying, construction equipment

44000000 - Construction structures and materials; auxiliary products to
construction (except electric apparatus)

45000000 - Construction work

48000000 - Software package and information systems

50000000 - Repair and maintenance services

51000000 - Installation services (except software)

60000000 - Transport services (excl. Waste transport)

63000000 - Supporting and auxiliary transport services; travel agencies services

64000000 - Postal and telecommunications services

65000000 - Public utilities

66000000 - Financial and insurance services

70000000 - Real estate services

71000000 - Architectural, construction, engineering and inspection services

72000000 - IT services: consulting, software development, Internet and support

73000000 - Research and development services and related consultancy
services

75000000 - Administration, defence and social security services
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76000000 - Services related to the oil and gas industry

77000000 - Agricultural, forestry, horticultural, aquacultural and apicultural
services

79000000 - Business services: law, marketing, consulting, recruitment, printing
and security

80000000 - Education and training services

85000000 - Health and social work services

90000000 - Sewage, refuse, cleaning and environmental services

98000000 - Other community, social and personal services

Contract locations

UK - United Kingdom

Using the dynamic market 

Contracting authorities that may use the dynamic market

Utilities

Utilities, operational in the transport sector

Contracting authority location restrictions
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UK - United Kingdom

Tender notice provision when using this dynamic market

Only to members of the market

Information about fees charged to suppliers

Supplier memberships are open to businesses of all sizes RISQS encourages VCSE and SMEs
and is working with Buyers to help support development. Suppliers may also be asked or
choose to be verified against or undertake audits to demonstrate their efforts in areas like
sustainability, road safety and others that may not be a requirement of the procurements
posted, but shows their ability to exceed the minimum level for supply of products and
services.

The current subscription rates are available at the following - 
https://www.risqs.org/suppliers/suppliers-faqs

Participation 

Legal and financial capacity conditions for membership

We have proposed the following areas as conditions of membership

a. Completion of registration process including

i. Completion of the question set

ii. Payment of membership in the scheme and any appropriate audit fees

https://www.risqs.org/suppliers/suppliers-faqs
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iii. Completion of the declaration section

iv. Valid certification where appropriate

Where necessary undertake an audit process as required by the participating contracting
authorities

Verification methods:

Registration at RISQS

Subscribe to Membership and pay an annual subscription the current membership
subscription rates are available at the following

Fulfil the Pre Qualification Questionnaire

Select the RICCL Codes that you wish to supply to the industry

Validation is undertaken against the requirements of the scheme. RISQS then undertake that
validation process against information available to them in the public domain and other
recognised data sources.

Products or Services and their lifecycles identified by the RICCL as requiring an audit will be
required to undertake an independent audit. covering health, safety, environment and quality
systems as identified by the protocols on our website relevant to the product and your
questionnaire answers. Further information, including the types and costs of audit are
available via

In appropriate circumstances some utility contracting entities will apply a minimum scoring
mechanism, all suppliers must have a subscription to RISQS.

Technical ability conditions for membership

We propose to have the following areas as conditions of membership

a. Completion of registration process including

ii. Completion of the question set
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ii. Payment of membership in the scheme and any appropriate audit fees

iii. Completion of the declaration section

iv. Valid certification (where appropriate)

Where necessary undertake an audit process as required by the participating contracting
authorities

Verification methods:

Registration at RISQS

Subscribe to Membership and pay an annual subscription the current membership
subscription rates are available at the following

Complete the Pre Qualification Questionnaire

Select the RICCL Codes that you wish to supply to the industry

Validation is undertaken against the requirements of the scheme. RISQS then undertake that
validation process against information available to them in the public domain and other
recognised data sources.

Products or Services and their lifecycles identified by the RICCL as requiring an audit will be
required to undertake an independent audit. covering health, safety, environment and quality
systems as identified by the protocols on our website relevant to the product and your
questionnaire answers. Further information, including the types and costs of audit are
available via

In appropriate circumstances some utility contracting entities will apply a minimum scoring
mechanism, all suppliers must have a subscription to RISQS.

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Voluntary, community and social enterprises (VCSE)



Page 10 to 12

Submission 

Submission address and any special instructions

https://shop.risqs.org/Register

Once registered you can complete the RISQS questionnaire with your company information,
select product codes and submit these for verification. Once you have completed the
process, you will become visible to the RISQS Buyers.

Once payment has been made you will receive your login details.

If you have any queries please feel free to get in touch with us at info@risqs.org

Other information 

Conflicts assessment prepared/revised

Yes

Procedure 

Special regime

https://shop.risqs.org/Register
mailto:info@risqs.org
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Utilities

Documents 

https://www.shop.risqs.org/Register

Main registration webpage at RISQS - How to join

https://shop.risqs.org/Register

Contracting authority 

RAIL SAFETY AND STANDARDS BOARD LIMITED

Companies House: 04655675

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PVGN-9767-BLPT

25 Fenchurch Avenue

London

EC3M 5AD

United Kingdom

Contact name: Scheme Manager

https://www.shop.risqs.org/Register
https://shop.risqs.org/Register
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Email: scheme.manager@risqs.org

Website: http://www.risqs.org

Region: UKI31 - Camden and City of London

Organisation type: Other (organisation establishing a utilities dynamic market as if a private
utility)
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