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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/005783-2025 

Award

Open Access LandIS Portal

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS (Defra Network
eTendering Portal)

F15: Voluntary ex ante transparency notice

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-005783
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-04e30b  
Published 19 February 2025, 11:31am

Section I: Contracting authority/entity

I.1) Name and addresses

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS (Defra Network
eTendering Portal)

Seacole Building, 2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

Contact

Jemma Godleman

Email

jemma.godleman@defra.gov.uk

Country

United Kingdom

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/005783-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/005783-2025
mailto:jemma.godleman@defra.gov.uk
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Region code

UK - United Kingdom

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-
affairs

Buyer's address

https://defra-family.force.com/s/Welcome

I.4) Type of the contracting authority

Ministry or any other national or federal authority

I.5) Main activity

Environment

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Open Access LandIS Portal

Reference number

C28125

II.1.2) Main CPV code

90700000 - Environmental services

II.1.3) Type of contract

Services

II.1.4) Short description

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
https://defra-family.force.com/s/Welcome
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The existing LandIS agreement between Cranfield University (CU) and Defra sets out that
Cranfield charges for access to its datasets and limits how they can be used, which
broadly encompasses:

• The platform which is owned and hosted by Cranfield for the provision of National Soil
Map (NATMAP)
• National Soil Inventory (NSI) and soil attribute data (SOILSERIES & HORIZON), and its
supplementary data bases (broadly: the LandIS platform data).

All Crown bodies currently enjoy full royalty-free access to LandIS, and this available to
charities and research institutions. However, non-crown bodies such as the Environment
Agency or Natural England, and other public sector bodies, private individuals,
consultants, and businesses do not have royalty-free access to this data, which
significantly hampers the use of soil data more widely. Most significantly, the current
licencing limits how Defra can use these data sets to further its policy objectives.

The decision has been taken between Defra and Cranfield University for Cranfield to
make the majority of the aforementioned data openly available. This will open up access
to key datasets for land managers, farmers, planners, partner organisations to support
major 25 YEP initiatives such as ELMS, Nature Recovery Network, Local Nature
Recovery Strategies, Agricultural Land Classification (ALC), NCEA, and also contribute to
Net Zero work.

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.1.7) Total value of the procurement (excluding VAT)

Value excluding VAT: £6,500,000

II.2) Description

II.2.2) Additional CPV code(s)

72300000 - Data services

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UK - United Kingdom

II.2.4) Description of the procurement
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The existing LandIS agreement between Cranfield University (CU) and Defra sets out that
Cranfield charges for access to its datasets and limits how they can be used, which
broadly encompasses:

• The platform which is owned and hosted by Cranfield for the provision of National Soil
Map (NATMAP)
• National Soil Inventory (NSI) and soil attribute data (SOILSERIES & HORIZON), and its
supplementary data bases (broadly: the LandIS platform data).

All Crown bodies currently enjoy full royalty-free access to LandIS, and this available to
charities and research institutions. However, non-crown bodies such as the Environment
Agency or Natural England, and other public sector bodies, private individuals,
consultants, and businesses do not have royalty-free access to this data, which
significantly hampers the use of soil data more widely. Most significantly, the current
licencing limits how Defra can use these data sets to further its policy objectives.

The decision has been taken between Defra and Cranfield University for Cranfield to
make the majority of the aforementioned data openly available. This will open up access
to key datasets for land managers, farmers, planners, partner organisations to support
major 25 YEP initiatives such as ELMS, Nature Recovery Network, Local Nature
Recovery Strategies, Agricultural Land Classification (ALC), NCEA, and also contribute to
Net Zero work.

II.2.5) Award criteria

Price 

II.2.11) Information about options

Options: Yes

Description of options

4 year initial term + 3 year option to extend (subject to budget confirmation and contract
negotiations)

II.2.13) Information about European Union Funds

The procurement is related to a project and/or programme financed by European Union
funds: No
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Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.1) Type of procedure

Negotiated without a prior call for competition

The works, supplies or services can be provided only by a particular economic operator for the
following reason:

protection of exclusive rights, including intellectual property rights

Explanation:

Cranfield University and Defra own separate and joint Intellectual Property in the LandIS
and other supplementary Databases. This project will allow for the majority of the
databases to be accessed via the Open License by removing the current licencing
requirements, whilst allowing the supplier to retain their IP rights. This is a compliant
Single Tender Action under Regulation 32 Public Contracts Regulations 2015, as we are
protecting the exclusive rights held by both Defra and Cranfield University.

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes

IV.2) Administrative information

IV.2.1) Previous publication concerning this procedure

Notice number: 2025/S 000-005506

Section V. Award of contract/concession

A contract/lot is awarded: Yes

V.2) Award of contract/concession

V.2.1) Date of conclusion of the contract

19 February 2025

V.2.2) Information about tenders

/Notice/005506-2025
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The contract has been awarded to a group of economic operators: No

V.2.3) Name and address of the contractor/concessionaire

Cranfield University

Cranfield, Bedfordshire,

Bedforshire

MK43 0AL

Telephone

+44 1234750111

Country

United Kingdom

NUTS code

UK - United Kingdom

National registration number

N/A

Internet address

www.cranfield.ac.uk

The contractor/concessionaire is an SME

No

V.2.4) Information on value of contract/lot/concession (excluding VAT)

Initial estimated total value of the contract/lot/concession: £6,500,000

Total value of the contract/lot/concession: £6,500,000

http://www.cranfield.ac.uk


Page 7 to 8

Section VI. Complementary information

VI.4) Procedures for review

VI.4.1) Review body

Public Procurement Review Body

N/A

N/A

N/A

Email

publicprocurementreview@cabinetoffice.gov.uk

Country

United Kingdom

Internet address

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-procurement-review-service-scope-
and-remit

VI.4.2) Body responsible for mediation procedures

Public Procurement Review Body

N/A

N/A

N/A

Email

publicprocurementreview@cabinetoffice.gov.uk

Country

United Kingdom

mailto:publicprocurementreview@cabinetoffice.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-procurement-review-service-scope-and-remit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-procurement-review-service-scope-and-remit
mailto:publicprocurementreview@cabinetoffice.gov.uk
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Internet address

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-procurement-review-service-scope-
and-remit

VI.4.4) Service from which information about the review procedure may be obtained

Public Procurement Review Body

N/A

N/A

N/A

Email

publicprocurementreview@cabinetoffice.gov.uk

Country

United Kingdom

Internet address

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-procurement-review-service-scope-
and-remit
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