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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/004809-2025 

Award

Extra High Voltage (EHV) switchgear, transformers and
electrical protection inspection and Maintenance

Nuclear Restoration Services Limited

F15: Voluntary ex ante transparency notice

Notice identifier: 2025/S 000-004809

Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-037ce4  

Published 12 February 2025, 4:45pm

Section I: Contracting authority/entity

I.1) Name and addresses

Nuclear Restoration Services Limited

Hinton House, Birchwood Park Avenue, Risley

Warrington

WA3 6GR

Contact

Andrew Dobson

Email

andew.dobson@nrservices.uk

Country

United Kingdom

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/004809-2025
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/004809-2025
mailto:andew.dobson@nrservices.uk
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Region code

UK - United Kingdom

National registration number

02264251

Internet address(es)

Main address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services

Buyer's address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services

I.6) Main activity

Other activity

Nuclear Decommissioning

Section II: Object

II.1) Scope of the procurement

II.1.1) Title

Extra High Voltage (EHV) switchgear, transformers and electrical protection inspection and
Maintenance

Reference number

C5823

II.1.2) Main CPV code

50532400 - Repair and maintenance services of electrical distribution equipment

II.1.3) Type of contract

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services
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Services

II.1.4) Short description

The provision of emergency call-out services, routine inspection and maintenance of
Obsolete and aged (50+ years) Extra High Voltage (EHV) switchgear, transformers and
electrical protection only (and not replacement of the same) at Dungeness A, Maentwrog,
Trawsfynydd, Wylfa and potentially Hinkley point B.

II.1.6) Information about lots

This contract is divided into lots: No

II.2) Description

II.2.3) Place of performance

NUTS codes

UK - United Kingdom

Main site or place of performance

Dungeness A, Maentwrog, Trawsfynydd, Wylfa and potentially Hinkley point B.

II.2.4) Description of the procurement

The provision of emergency call-out services, routine inspection and maintenance of
Obsolete and aged (50+ years) Extra High Voltage (EHV) switchgear, transformers and
electrical protection only at Dungeness A, Maentwrog, Trawsfynydd, Wylfa and potentially
Hinkley point B.

The expertise and experience requirements for each site are as follows:

Dungeness A, Trawsfynydd & Wylfa

Maintenance of 275 kV and 132 kV Air Blast Circuit Breakers including ability to source,
refurbish, remanufacture or replace existing components / equipment. A particular
requirement is knowledge and experience of 275 kV Reyrolle OBR60 Air Blast Circuit
Breakers.
Maintenance of 275 kV / 11 kV and 132 kV / 11 kV oil filled transformers with in-tank or
externally mounted on-load tap-changers.
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Maintenance and testing of transformer differential protection systems.

Working under NGET Safety Rules.

Note: The equipment at Wylfa is planned to be decommissioned in 2026 so minimal work is
expected to be carried out at Wylfa beyond March 2026.

Due to the agedness and obsolescence of the equipment NRS are currently exploring
options to enable the decommissioning of equipment at Trawsfynydd & Wylfa in favour of
moving to Distribution Network Operators (DNO’s) during the life of the proposed contract
(full replacement of existing and commissioning of new equipment is not a requirement that
will be covered by this contract).

Maentwrog

Maintenance of 33 kV SF6 insulated switchgear.
Maintenance of 33 kV / 11 kV generator transformers.
Maintenance and testing of transformer differential protection systems and generator
protection systems.

Working under Scottish Power MANWEB Safety Rules.

Hinkley point B

During the life of this contract the responsibility for managing and decommissioning Hinkley
point B power station will pass from EDF to NRS and it is possible that similar services may
be required at these locations.

However, it is not currently known what arrangements are in place or if existing contractual
arrangements will extend beyond the handover dates and therefore require novating to NRS.

II.2.5) Award criteria

Price 

II.2.11) Information about options

Options: No

II.2.13) Information about European Union Funds

The procurement is related to a project and/or programme financed by European Union
funds: No
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Section IV. Procedure

IV.1) Description

IV.1.1) Type of procedure

Award of a contract without prior publication of a call for competition in the cases listed
below

The procurement falls outside the scope of application of the regulations

Explanation:

NRS consider competition is absent for technical reasons as no reasonable alternative or
substitute exists for the following reasons:

The equipment is aged (circa 50-60 years old) and National Grid Electricity Generation
(NGET) hold a significant amount of experience and knowledge through their dedicated in-
house historic asset specialists with regards to maintenance of the equipment which also
includes inspection and maintenance logs.

NRS consider that this knowledge and capability built up over many years maintaining this
equipment is invaluable to the safe and effective maintenance and execution of the work and
that it is unlikely that another provider would possess or be able to acquire the level of
expertise required to maintain the type and age of the equipment mentioned.

NRS also do not consider it is possible that another supplier would embark on an extensive
training program for a requirement of this size, frequency, age or duration (noting that NRS
are also exploring options to decommission the equipment and further reduce the level of
work required).

NGET are also authors and owners of the current inspection and maintenance regimes which
were based on the Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) specifications written circa
50-60 years ago. However, over the years NGET have amended these to reflect the
operational learning based on experience and development of best practice routines during
execution of the work. NRS do not hold copies of these regimes and they will not be made
available to a new supplier by NGET therefore any new supplier will need to develop a new
regime based on the OEM specification.

NRS copies of the OEM specifications are incomplete with many OEM’s either no longer
trading or having been taken over so it may not be possible to obtain new copies. Any new
inspection and maintenance regime would require NRS approval, however NRS feel there is
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limited inhouse knowledge on this equipment to do this.

NGET hold, have access to, and have the expertise to refurbish critical obsolete spares which
NRS believe other economic operators would find difficult and cost prohibitive to replicate.

The equipment is housed at locations where NRS are not the leaseholder, and any other
commercial operators will need to engage with NGET and Scottish Power MANWEB to gain
access to Sub-stations and then require full supervision during visits for emergency call-out
services, routine inspection and maintenance. NRS have been informed that any work would
need to be carried out under NGET and Scottish Power MANWEB Safety Rules respectively
which will lead to additional third-party cost, delays and significant sub-station
access/escorting issues with regards to coordination of the additional contractors engaged
in delivering the work.

IV.1.8) Information about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)

The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement: Yes

IV.2) Administrative information

IV.2.1) Previous publication concerning this procedure

Notice number: 2022/S 000-030390

/Notice/030390-2022
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Section V. Award of contract/concession

A contract/lot is awarded: Yes

V.2) Award of contract/concession

V.2.1) Date of conclusion of the contract

11 February 2025

V.2.2) Information about tenders

The contract has been awarded to a group of economic operators: No

V.2.3) Name and address of the contractor/concessionaire

National Grid Electricity Transmission

1-3 Strand

London

WC2N 5EH

Country

United Kingdom

NUTS code

UK - United Kingdom

National registration number

2366977

The contractor/concessionaire is an SME

No
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Section VI. Complementary information

VI.4) Procedures for review

VI.4.1) Review body

London Court of International Arbitration

1 Paternoster Lane

London

EC4M 7BQ

Country

United Kingdom

Internet address

https://www.lcia.org/

VI.4.2) Body responsible for mediation procedures

London Court of International Arbitration

1 Paternoster Lane

London

EC4M 7BQ

Country

United Kingdom

Internet address

https://www.lcia.org/

VI.4.4) Service from which information about the review procedure may be
obtained

https://www.lcia.org/
https://www.lcia.org/
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Nuclear Restoration Services Limited

Hinton House, Birchwood Park Avenue, Risley

Warrington

WA3 6GR

Email

magnox.supplier.queries@magnoxsites.com

Country

United Kingdom

Internet address

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/nuclear-restoration-services
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