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This is a published notice on the Find a Tender service: https://www.find-
tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/002692-2026 

Planning

Large Print and Spoken Word for Libraries

Essex County Council

UK2: Preliminary market engagement notice - Procurement Act 2023 - view information
about notice types 

Notice identifier: 2026/S 000-002692
Procurement identifier (OCID): ocds-h6vhtk-0604b3 
Published 13 January 2026, 2:02pm

Scope 

Reference

C025PA

Description

Essex County Council has a statutory duty under the Public Libraries and Museums Act to
provide a comprehensive and efficient library service. Essex Libraries serve a population
of approximately 1.5 million through 74 library buildings, an eLibrary, mobile libraries, and
community services. With 250,000 active users and over 5.5 million visits annually, we
aim to ensure inclusive access to reading and listening materials.

Scope of Procurement

We intend to procure Large Print Books and Spoken Word on CDs to support accessibility
and engagement for users with visual impairments or those who prefer audio formats.

Our current contracts expire on 30th June 2026.

https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/002692-2026
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/002692-2026
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Home/NoticeTypes
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Large Print Books

Must meet RNIB standards (minimum 16-point font size).

Durable for library lending, with reinforced covers and RFID tagging.

Supplier must provide an accessible online catalogue with search and filtering options,
images, descriptions, and MARC records.

Ordering will be via Standing Order Plans and one-off purchases, using EDI for quotes,
orders, and invoicing.

Spoken Word on CDs

Audio recordings of books on standard CDs, playable on conventional CD players.

Robust cases suitable for library use, clear labelling, and RFID tagging.

Online catalogue requirements similar to Large Print, including narrator details and
physical specifications.

Replacement options for damaged cases/discs during item lifetime.

Delivery & Invoicing

Central delivery to Witham, Essex.

Monthly deliveries for standing orders; two-week turnaround for ad-hoc orders.

EDI invoicing and compliance with ECC finance processes.

To take part in the engagement exercise, please access our form here: 
https://forms.office.com/e/fVWvzLRYn9

It is important to note that this PIN is not a call for competition and as such you will need
to express your interest in any future tender opportunity once the contract notice is
published in Find a Tender and on Contracts Finder.

It should also be noted that this notice invites individuals and organisations to express an
interest in this exercise only, and it is NOT a pre-qualification questionnaire, and is NOT
part of any pre-qualification or selection process.

This notice is intended as an awareness, communication, and information gathering
exercise. An expression of interest is no indication of a commitment to participate in any

https://forms.office.com/e/fVWvzLRYn9
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future tendering process nor does it infer any preferential or special status on those
individuals and organisations who participate.

Contract dates (estimated)

1 July 2026 to 30 June 2028

Possible extension to 30 June 2030

4 years

Main procurement category

Goods

CPV classifications

22113000 - Library books

Contract locations

UK - United Kingdom

Engagement 

Engagement deadline

23 January 2026
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Engagement process description

To engage, fill out the attached form: https://forms.office.com/e/fVWvzLRYn9

Participation 

Particular suitability

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SME)

Submission 

Publication date of tender notice (estimated)

1 April 2026

Contracting authority 

Essex County Council

Public Procurement Organisation Number: PWVM-4844-NRQH

County Hall, Market Road

Chelmsford

https://forms.office.com/e/fVWvzLRYn9
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CM1 1QH

United Kingdom

Contact name: Steve Bradley

Email: steve.bradley@essex.gov.uk

Region: UKH36 - Heart of Essex

Organisation type: Public authority - sub-central government
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